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Boston  attorney  Nancy  Gertner  is  involved  in  pro-choice  abortion  rights 
litigation  in  Massachusetts. 

News  Analysis 

Judge  Declares 
Hyde  Amendment 
Unconstitutional 


By  Leslie  Cagan 

Judge  John  F.  Dooling,  Jr.,  of 
the  Federal  District  Court  of 
Brooklyn,  NY,  ruled  on  Jan.  15 
that  the  “Hyde  Amendment”  was 
unconstitutional.  Judge  Dooling 
ordered  Federal  officials  to  once 
again  permit  Federal  money  to 
help  cover  the  cost  of  “medically 
necessary  abortions  provided  by 
duly  certified  providers.” 

Activists  in  the  abortion  strug¬ 
gle  throughout  the  country  waited 
13  months  for  this  very  important, 
642-page  decision.  The  case  in 
which  the  court  ruled  (McCrae  v. 
Secretary  of  the  Dept,  of  Health, 
Education  and  Welfare  —  a  class 
action  suit  with  national  implica¬ 
tions)  was  the  only  challenge  in 
the  long  list  of  abortion  litigation 
to  directly  argue  the  constitution¬ 
ality  of  the  Hyde  Amendment. 
This  decision  represents  a  signifi¬ 
cant  victory  for  pro-choice,  abor¬ 
tion  rights  activists  and  sup¬ 
porters. 

The  Hyde  Amendment  was  first 
passed  by  the  Unitd  States  Con¬ 
gress  on  Sept.  30,  1976.  Named 
after  its  initial  sponsor,  Rep. 
Henry  Hyde  (R-IL),  the  legisla¬ 
tion  has  been  passed  as  a  rider  to 
the  Labor-HEW  Appropriations 
bill  in  each  successive  year.  This 
legislation  allowed  the  use  of  Fed¬ 
eral  Medicaid  money  for  abor¬ 
tions  only  in  cases  in  which  the 
woman’s  life  was  endangered  if 
the  pregnancy  were  carried  to  full 
term,  or  when  a  woman  had 
become  pregnant  as  the  result  of 
an  incident  of  rape  or  incest  which 
was  promptly  reported.  In  essence 
this  meant  that  elective  abortions, 
and  even  abortions  that  might  be 
medically  necessary  although  the 
pregnancy  was  not  life-endanger¬ 
ing,  would  not  be  paid  for  by 
Medicaid. 

In  each  of  the  four  years  that 
the  Hyde  Amendment  has  been 
introduced  and  finally  passed 
there  have  been  long  and  complex 
negotiations  between  the  Senate 


and  the  House  of  Representatives 
over  exact  wording.  With  the 
Senate  favoring  more  liberal  and 
less  restrictive  wording,  and  the 
House  seeking  stricter  limitations, 
this  piece  of  legislation  annually 
went  to  a  Joint  Committee  where 
sometimes  months  of  debate 
would  ensue.  Nonetheless,  the 
language  of  the  Hyde  Amendment 
has  gotten  more  restrictive  and  in¬ 
deed  the  bill  has  passed  every 
year. 

Once  the  Medicaid  restrictions 
went  into  effect  on  the  national 
level,  state  legislatures  throughout 
the,  country  saw  the  introduction 
of  similar  bills.  The  wording  of 
the  Hyde  Amendment  was  usually 
their  guide-stick,  although  in 
some  cases  (including  Massachu¬ 
setts)  state  laws  were  even  more 
severe  in  their  limitations.  In  1977, 
the  Supreme  Court  ruled  that  the 
states  could  also  restrict  their  own 
Medicaid  programs.  In  the  court’s 
opinion,  the  states  were  under  no 
legal  compulsion  to  grant  Medi¬ 
caid  reimbursement  for  elective 
abortions. 

The  impact  of  both  the  Federal 
and  state  legislation  was  most  im¬ 
mediately  and  directly  felt  by  poor 
and  third  world  women.  The 
restriction  of  public  monies  for 
the  medically  safe  procedure  has 
been  part  of  the  larger  strategy  of 
anti-abortion  groups  to  make 
abortion  illegal  in  this  country. 
This  financial  attack  was  most  di¬ 
rectly  aimed  at  a  specific  group  — 
poor  women.  (It  should  be 
remembered  that  it  was  when 
Pres.  Carter  was  asked  about  this 
type  of  economic  discrimination 
that  he  said,  “Life  is  unfair.”) 
For  the  most  part,  abortion  rights 
activists  have  understood  the 
double-pronged  nature  of  this  at¬ 
tack,  seeing  it  as  both  an  assault 
on  a  particular  group  of  women  as 
well  as  one  more  attempt  to  deny 
full  reproductive  rights  to  all 
women.  Continued  on  Page  6 


Dutch  Begin  Mobilization 
Against  U.S.  Immigration 
Laws  Barring  Gay  Aliens 


Compiled  by  Dan  Daniel 
AMSTERDAM  —  Dutch  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men  and  their  sup¬ 
porters  are  organizing  around  the 
directive  issued  by  U.S.  Secretary 
of  State  Cyrus  Vance  on  Oct.  15, 
1979,  a  directive  which  orders  the 
continued  exclusion  from  this 
country  of  foreign  citizens  who 
are,  or  who  are  suspected  of  be¬ 
ing,  lesbian  or  gay.  In  the  memo, 
American  consular  officials 
abroad  were  instructed  to  make  a 
decision  as  to  whether  a  person 
would  be  issued  a  visa  at  their  own 
discretion,  bearing  in  mind  that 
the  exclusion  of  homosexuals  had 
been  mandated  by  Congress. 

Man  advises  consulate 
Bear  Capron,  a  former  Ameri¬ 
can  citizen  who  is  now  a  natur¬ 
alized  Dutch  citizen,  entered  the 
U.S.  Consulate  in  Amsterdam  on 


Jan.  8  to  advise  consular  officials 
that  they  had  made  a  “mistake” 
in  issuing  him  a  visa.  Capron  is 
gay.  He  has  lived  in  Holland  since 
May  1970,  and  he  has  been  a 
Dutch  citizen  since  April  1978. 

In  an  affadavit  sworn  and  wit¬ 
nessed  at  the  U.S.  Consulate 
Capron  said: 

Via  the  media  recently,  the  law 
denying  visas  to  homosexuals  (Im¬ 
migration  and  Naturalization  Act, 
Section  212  [A]  4),  has  come  to  my 
attention.  As  an  active,  practicing 
homosexual  since  1963, 1  am  there¬ 
fore  ineligible  for  a  visa  to  enter 
the  USA.  Ignorant  of  this  law,  I 
applied  for  and  received  a  visa  in 
October  1968.  On  the  7th  of  Jan¬ 
uary  1980  I  came  to  the  Consulate 
in  Amsterdam,  to  inform  them  of 
this  mistake  and  asked  that  appro¬ 
priate  action  be  taken. 


Tourists  questioned 

Schiphol  Amsterdam  Airport 
was  the  scene  on  Jan.  10  of  some 
unusual  questioning  of  incoming 
American  visitors  to  The  Nether¬ 
lands  as  four  members  of  the 
“Homo  Squad”  quizzed  arriving 
tourists  about  their  sexuality.  The 
four  people,  two  men  and  two 
women  attired  in  police  uniforms, 
were  gay  men  and  lesbians. 

Wearing  badges  identifying 
them  as  members  of  the  “Homo 
Squad  Holland,”  the  men  from 
the  “Queer  Section”  and  the 
women  from  the  “Dyke  Section,” 
the  four  stopped  American  visi¬ 
tors  on  flights  incoming  to  the  air¬ 
port  and  questioned  them  about 
their  possible  homosexuality. 

In  a  statement  issued  by  the 
Dutch  Society  for  the  Integration 
Continued  on  Page  6 


AM  I  WHAT!  Dutch  gay  men  in  “police  drag”  and  wearing  badges  bearing  the  legend  “Homo  Squau 
Holland,  Queer  Section”  stopped  incoming  American  visitors  at  Schiphol  Amsterdam  Airport  to  quiz  them 
about  their  sexuality.  Two  lesbians,  also  in  police  attire  and  wearing  badges  identifying  them  as  members  of 
the  “Dyke  Section”  of  the  “Homosquad,”  also  participated  in  the  action,  which  went  unhindered  by  airport 
police  personnel  and  drew  a  great  deal  of  attention  from  the  major  Dutch  media. 


Hundreds  Join  m  Protest 
Of  Anti-Lesbian  Film  at 
New  York  City  Theaters 


Compiled  by  Bennett  Klein 

NEW  YORK,  NY  —  A  coali¬ 
tion  of  lesbian  and  feminist 
groups  under  the  auspices  of  the 
National  Association  of  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Filmmakers  (NALGF) 
protested  the  opening  of  the  film 
Windows  in  New  York  City  on 
Jan.  18.  The  protests  occurred  at 
the  Baronete  Theatre  at  59th  St. 
and  3rd  Ave.  and  at  the  RKO 
Cinerama  at  Times  Square.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  a  joint  statement  issued 
by  NALGF  and  the  National  Gay 
Task  Force  (NGTF),  which  is  en¬ 
dorsing  the  protest,  the  film 
“features  a  psychotic  lesbian 
killer  who  hires  a  man  to  rape  her 
best  friend  with  whom  she  is  se¬ 
cretly  in  love”  (seeGC/V,  Vol.  7, 
No.  26). 

NALGF  spokesperson  Jan 
Oxenberg  called  the  demonstra¬ 
tion  “extremely  successful  ...  a 
very  vocifierous,  energetic  pro¬ 
test.”  She  toldGCAthat  300  per¬ 


sons  protested  at  the  Baronete  and 
60  at  the  RKO  Cinerama  in  the 
pouring  rain.  Thirty  protesters  re¬ 
turned  spontaneously  at  the 
Baronete  the  following  night.  The 
demonstrators  distributed  leaflets 
with  a  plot  synopsis  and  analysis 
as  well  as  a  statement  of  protest 
signed  by  a  broad  range  of 
groups.  The  statement  encouraged 
all  prospective  viewers  to  boycott 
the  film.  Among  the  groups  pro¬ 
testing  the  film  were  Women 
Against  Pornography,  Women 
Against  Violence  Against 
Women,  Nassau  NOW,  the 
March  on  Washington  Committee 
for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights,  and 
the  Third  World  Gay  Women  or¬ 
ganization. 

According  to  Oxenberg,  the 
protest  had  a  significant  impact 
on  film  attendance.  She  com¬ 
mented  that  “we  did  turn  people 
away  from  the  theatre,”  noting 
that  only  about  20  persons  at¬ 


tended  the  8:30  p.m.  show  at  the 
Baronete  on  Jan.  18. 

The  NALGF-NGTF  statement 
declared  in  part:  “We  think  that 
most  viewers  will  dismiss  this  film 
as  an  insult  to  their  intelligence. 
But  we  have  to  respond,  nonethe¬ 
less,  if  only  in  memory  of  the  pain 
and  discrimination  so  many  of  us 
have  suffered  because  of  twisted 
images  of  what  it  means  to  be  a 
homosexual  perpetrated  in  films 
like  Windows.” 

At  a  Jan.  22  press  conference 
NALGF  and  NGTF  called  on 
United  Artists  to  stop  distributing 
the  film  and  demanded  that  it  not 
be  sold  to  commercial  or  cable 
TV.  They  also  demanded  the  ter¬ 
mination  of  the  ad  campaign 
which,  according  to  Oxenberg, 
“portrays  an  image  which  exploits 
and  sensationalizes  violence 
against  women.”  Advertising  for 
Windows  depicts  a  woman  hold- 
Continued  on  Page  6 
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Hews  Notes 


quote  of  the  week 

“Despite  the  gaudy  subject,  the  movie  is  dry, 
juiceless,  devoid  of  suspense  or  drive.  First-time 
screenwriter  Barry  Siegel  fails  to  provide  any  sup¬ 
porting  social  detail,  and  Gordon  Willis  allows  the 
story  to  slip  through  his  fingers  while  occupying  him¬ 
self  with  such  problems  as  capturing  an  Edward 
Hopperish  early-morning  light  on  New  York’s  sky¬ 
scrapers.  Windows  is  a  photographer’s  abstract 
fantasia  on  anti-homosexual  themes.” 

—Critic  David  Denby  in  a  review  of  the  United 
Artists  film,  Windows,  published  in  New  York 
magazine,  Jan.  28,  1980. 


gba  disbands  as  formal  group 

BOSTON,  MA  —  At  a  meeting  of  the  Gay  Busi¬ 
ness  Association  (GBA)  on  Tuesday,  Jan.  8,  the  Board 
of  Directors  voted  to  disband  the  organization  as  a 
formal,  dues-paying  group.  The  consensus  of  the 
Board  was  that  Boston’s  gay  business  community 
would  be  better  served  by  interested  people  forming 
ad  hoc  committees  to  work  on  specific  projects  and 
activities. 

Formed  in  1977,  the  GBA  helped  sponsor  several 
benefits  and  activities  in  the  gay  community.  These 
events  involved  the  participation  and  support  of 
many  gay  business  people  in  the  Boston  area.  “It  is 
hoped  that  such  participation  will  be  forthcoming 
again,  when  future  needs  become  apparent,”  said 
GBA  members. 


last  call  for  voter  registration 

BOSTON,  MA  —  Robin  MacCormack,  Mayor 
Kevin  White’s  liaison  to  the  lesbian/gay  community, 
has  advised  all  voters  that  Tuesday,  Feb.  5,  is  the  last 
day  on  which  people  will  be  able  to  register  to  vote  in 
the  Massachusetts  primary  election.  Registrants 
need  some  identification  and  proof  of  residence. 

Registration  takes  place  Monday-Friday  from  9 
a.m.-5  p.m.  in  room  241  of  Boston’s  City  Hall.  On  Feb. 
5,  the  Election  Department  at  City  Hall  will  remain 
open  until  10  p.m. 


data  sought  on  jewish  lesbians 

MADISON,  Wl  —  Evelyn  Torton  Beck  is  seeking 
material  for  an  anthology  on  Jewish  lesbians  to  be 
published  by  Persephone  Press  and  used  in 
Women’s  Studies  classes.  Especially  needed  are 
essays  of  an  historical,  analytic,  and  theoretical 
nature,  although  poetry,  fiction,  photographs,  and 
other  art  forms  will  be  considered.  Abstracts, 
queries,  and/or  completed  materials  may  be  sent  to 
Evelyn  Torton  Beck,  do  Women’s  Studies  Program, 
University  of  Wisconsin,  209  N.  Brooks  St.,  Madison, 
Wl  53706.  Interested  persons  may  also  call  Beck  at 
(608)  263-4703. 


input  sought  for  rape  booklet 

BRIGHTON,  MA  —  The  Rape  Action  Project 
(RAP)  is  preparing  a  pamphlet  on  rape  victim  compen¬ 
sation.  Persons  who  have  had  any  experience  with 
rape  laws,  with  trying  to  get  compensation,  or  with 
any  information  regarding  either  of  these  areas  are 
asked  to  contact  RAP,  Box  94,  Brighton,  MA  02135. 
Personal  and  legal  information  are  sought. 


brill  fund  forms  board  of  directors 

BOSTON,  MA  —  The  David  Brill  Memorial  Fund 
Association  has  announced  the  formation  of  a  board 
of  directors.  Members  of  the  board  include  Ann 
Maguire,  president;  James  Mitchel,  treasurer;  Lee 
Stone,  secretary  and  fund-raising  co-ordinator.  Jesse 
Balerdi,  Raymond  Hopkins,  and  George  Dimsey  also 
sit  on  the  board. 

Organizers  said  funds  raised  for  the  David  Brill 
Memorial  Fund  are  to  be  used  to  institute  a  $5,000 
reward  “for  information  leading  to  the  arrest  or  con¬ 
viction  of  person  or  persons  responsible  for  the 
death  of  David  Brill."  Funds  will  also  be  used  to  help 
obtain  a  permanent  post  for  investigative/legislative 
journalism  on  the  staff  of  Gay  Community  News.  The 
fund  is  also  creating  a  special  needs  account,  the  use 
of  which  is  to  be  determined  by  the  board.  Anybody 
wishing  to  inquire  about,  assist  with,  or  donate  to  the 
association  may  contact  Lee  Stone  at  (617)  426-5777 
(mornings),  or  by  writing  do  GCN,  22  Bromfield  St., 
Boston,  MA  02108. 


gaycon  newsletter  discontinued 

CAMARILLO,  CA  —  Ronald  Endersby,  editor  of 
the  Gaycon  Press  Newsletter,  is  in  ill  health,  and 
consequently  the  Newsletter,  which  carried  gay  news 
to  people  in  prisons,  has  been  discontinued.  Enders¬ 
by  has  been  hospitalized  for  five  weeks  and  does  not 
expect  to  be  out  of  the  hospital  for  another  nine 
weeks. 

Persons  wishing  to  contact  Endersby  may  do  so 
by  writing  Ronald  Endersby,  Box  A,  Unit  14,  Camarillo 
State  Hospital,  Camarillo,  CA  93010. 


adoption  with  a  twist 

MILWAUKEE,  Wl  —  A  21-year  old  nursing 
student  has  been  granted  permission  by  a  court  to 
adopt  his  23-year  old  lover.  The  23-year  old,  who 
spoke  to  the  press  but  wished  to  remain  anonymous, 
explained  that  he  and  his  lover  felt  this  was  the  best 
way  to  make  each  other  heirs  and  to  share  the  same 
last  name. 

Judge  Elliot  Walstead,  who  granted  the  petition 
for  adoption,  said,  “It  was  an  unusual  petition,  but 
there  was  nothing  to  indicate  they  were  homosex¬ 
uals.  And  if  there  was  something,  I  don’t  know  if  it 
would  have  been  any  of  my  business.” 


steinem  tags  romney  as  ayatollah 

DETROIT,  Ml  —At  an  impromptu  newsconference 
recently,  feminist  activist  Gloria  Steinem,  editor  of 
Ms.  magazine,  compared  former  Michigan  Gov. 
George  Romney  to  Iran’s  Ayatollah  Ruhollah  Kho¬ 
meini.  Steinem  drew  the  comparison  in  response  to  a 
question  about  Romney’s  recent  attack  on  the  Equal 
Rights  Amendment  (ERA)  and  its  supporters  (see 
GCN,  Vol.  7,  No.  26). 

Said  Steinem,  “I  wonder  if  [Romney]  realizes 
how  much  he  resembles  the  Ayatollah.  His  saying 
that  the  ERA  threatens  the  ‘God-given’  nature  of  men 
and  women  shows  an  obvious  bias  against  homo¬ 
sexuals  and  women.  The  first  group  of  people  the 
Ayatollah  executed  were  homosexuals  . . .  Romney  is 
Michigan’s  Ayatollah.” 

Romney’s  remarks,  charging  that  the  movement 
to  gain  passage  of  the  ERA  attracted  “lesbians, 
homosexuals,  and  moral  perverts,”  drew  a  storm  of 
criticism  from  feminists  and  from  members  of  the 
Michigan  legislature. 


nazi  accused  of  sex  with  boys 

CHICAGO,  IL  —  Frank  Collin,  until  recently  the 
head  of  the  neo-Nazi  National  Socialist  Party  of 
America  who  touched  off  a  major  First  Amendment 
debate  by  planning  to  have  his  group  march  through 
the  Chicago  suburb  of  Skokie,  has  been  arrested  on 
charges  that  he  sexually  abused  boys  ranging  in  age 
from  10-14.  Bond  was  set  at  $50,000. 

Police  said  the  boys  had  been  picked  up  in  the 
New  Town  neighborhood  in  the  city’s  northern  sec¬ 
tion  and  that  Collin  took  them  to  the  South  Side 
office  of  the  Party.  Police  allege  that  after  having  sex 
with  the  boys,  Collins  took  pictures  of  the  boys  in  the 
nude.  Ed  Carmody,  a  police  investigator,  said,  “The 
boys  . . .  told  us  they  did  not  realize  he  was  a  Nazi 
leader  and  thought  the  swastika  hanging  in  his  bed¬ 
room  was  some  sort  of  Chinese  design.” 

Collin  was  recently  ousted  as  head  of  the  Party 
because  he  was  reportedly  “burned  out”  and  no 
longer  functioning  effectively  as  Party  leader. 


archives  wants  your  mementos 

NEW  YORK,  NY  —  The  Lesbian  Herstory  Ar¬ 
chives  of  New  York  is  in  the  process  of  compiling  a 
slide  and  tape  presentation  of  pre-1970  lesbian 
images,  and  input  is  needed.  The  Archives  needs 
photographs  of  lesbians,  friends  of  lesbians,  home 
parties,  outings,  and  bars,  as  well  as  spoken  or  writ¬ 
ten  accounts  of  lesbian  lives.  “The  purpose  of  the 
presentation,"  organizers  said,  “is  to  portray  the 
complexity,  courage,  strength,  oppression,  and  sen¬ 
suality  of  pre-Stonewafl  lesbian  life.”  Photographs 
can  be  reproduced  and  the  originals  returned  to  their 
owners  if  requested. 

For  information,  or  to  submit  items,  write  Joan 
Nestle,  Lesbian  Herstory  Archives,  P.O.  Box  1258, 
New  York,  NY  10001,  or  call  (212)  874-7232. 


independent  union  forms  in  new  york 

NEW  YORK,  NY  —  The  New  York  City  Union  of 
Lesbians  and  Gay  Men  (NYCULGM)  has  organized  in 
the  Greenwich  Village  area  to  seek  collective  bargain¬ 
ing  rights  for  lesbians  and  gay  men  as  consumers, 
workers,  and  recipients  of  governmental  assistance. 
According  to  NYCULGM  organizers,  the  group’s 
intent  is  “to  build  a  solid  support  structure  within  the 
geographic  community  where  we  have  visibility  in 
order  to  expand  the  union  and  gay  bargaining  power 
throughout  the  city.” 

To  join,  or  to  obtain  additional  information,  call 
(212)  243-7300,  or  write  NYCULGM,  1133  Broadway, 
#517,  New  York  NY  10010. 


two  vital  projects  funded  by  city 

MADISON,  Wl  —  Two  projects  of  the  lesbian  and 
gay  male  communities  here  have  received  city  fund¬ 
ing  to  provide  services  not  otherwise  provided  by  the 
City  of  Madison.  The  Lesbian  Center  receiyed  $800  to 
maintain  an  information  and  referral  service,  while 
The  United  received  $12,000  toward  implementation 
of  a  lesbian  and  gay  health  care  project.  Both  pro¬ 
jects  are  seen  as  part  of  an  overall  effort  to  create  a 
positive  environment  for  the  city’s  lesbians  and  gay 
men. 


parents  and  friends  of  gays  run  ad 

DENVER,  CO  —  Parents  and  Friends  of  Gays 
(PRG)  recently  took  out  a  large  educational  adver¬ 
tisement  in  the  two  Denver  daily  newspapers.  Boldly 
headlined  “Someone  in  your  life  may  be  GAY,”  the 
advertisement  stated  just  below  the  headline,  “As 
parents  and  friends  of  gay  people,  we  seek  to  comfort 
others  by  sharing  what  we  have  learned.”  It  went  on 
to  state  several  facts  and  feelings  from  an  historic, 
scientific,  religious,  and  personal  perspective  and 
gave  the  address  and  telephone  number  of  the  PFG 
group  in  Denver. 

PFG  organizers,  however,  said  that  the  cost  of 
running  each  ad  once  was  more  than  $2,400,  and  if 
the  ads  are  to  run  again,  contributions  are  needed.  In 
addition,  more  ads  are  being  prepared  in  an  effort  to 
educate  people  to  homosexuality.  For  additional 
information,  contact  PFG  of  Denver,  P.O.  Box  18901, 
Denver,  CO  80218,  or  call  (303)  333-0286. 


candidates  invited  to  new  hampshire 

DURHAM,  NH  —  The  12  Republican  and  Demo¬ 
cratic  presidential  candidates  whose  names  appear 
on  the  New  Hampshire  primary  ballot  have  been  in¬ 
vited  to  speak  on  the  topic  of  lesbian  and  gay  rights 
at  a  public  forum  scheduled  for  Sunday,  Feb.  3,  in  the 
University  of  New  Hampshire  Memorial  Union  Build¬ 
ing.  The  forum  is  sponsored  by  the  New  Hampshire 
Coalition  of  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men  and  the  Univer¬ 
sity’s  Women’s  Center. 

Each  candidate  will  be  given  time  to  describe  his 
stand  on  the  issue,  and  then  questions  will  be  ac¬ 
cepted  from  the  audience. 

The  New  Hampshire  Coalition  has  received 
some  assistance  in  planning  the  forum  from  the  Na¬ 
tional  Convention  Project,  which  is  working  to  have 
gay  rights  planks  included  in  the  platforms  to  be 
adopted  at  each  party’s  national  convention. 

The  University  of  New  Hampshire  Memorial 
Union  is  located  on  Main  Street  at  the  Durham  cam¬ 
pus,  located  off  U.S.  Route  4  west  of  Dover. 


mcc  tries  again 

WORCESTER,  MA  —  The  Metropolitan  Com¬ 
munity  Church  (MCC)  of  Worcester  has  re-submitted 
its  application  for  membership  in  the  Worcester 
County  Ecumenical  Council.  The  church,  which  min¬ 
isters  to  the  local  lesbian  and  gay  community,  was 
turned  down  for  membership  in  June  1979  by  the 
Council’s  House  of  Delegates. 

Rev.  Johannes  Kuiper,  pastor  of  the  Worcester 
MCC,  expressed  the  hope  that  both  the  Nominating 
and  the  Credentials  Panels  and  the  House  of  Dele¬ 
gates  of  the  Ecumenical  Council  would  reverse  their 
decision  and  “come  together”  in  fulfilling  the  func¬ 
tions  of  churches. 

Debate  over  the  admission  of  MCC  is  not  ex¬ 
pected  until  late  in  the  spring. 


gay  playwrights  to  compete 

NEW  YORK,  NY  —  The  Glines,  a  non-profit  or¬ 
ganization  for  gay  arts,  and  the  Gay  Theatre  Alliance, 
an  international  organization  which  seeks  to  foster 
and  promote  gay  theatre,  have  begun  a  co-sponsored 
National  Gay  Playwriting  Contest. 

To  qualify  for  the  competition,  a  play  may  be 
either  full  length  or  one  act  and  must  have  a  major 
gay  character  or  a  major  gay  theme.  It  must  not  have 
been  published  or  previously  produced,  excepting 
staged  readings  or  workshop  productions.  The  spon¬ 
sors  emphasize  that  they  are  “particularly  inter¬ 
ested”  in  receiving  women’s  material.  Entries  are 
limited  to  one  play  per  author;  musicals  must  be  ac¬ 
companied  by  a  tape  of  the  score.  Deadline  for  en¬ 
tries  is  May  21,  1980.  First  prize  is  $250  in  cash, 
second  prize  is  $100,  and  both  plays  will  be  con¬ 
sidered  for  production  by  the  Glines. 

For  additional  information,  contact  the  Gay 
Theatre  Alliance,  51  W.  4th  St.,  Room  300,  New  York, 
NY  10012,  or  call  (212)  598-2597. 


some  families  bound  for  tent  life 

BERKELEY,  CA  —  Her  Say,  a  women’s  news 
service,  has  reported  that  single  women  with  children 
may  have  to  live  in  tents  in  the  1980s. 

A  professor  of  housing  at  the  University  of  Cali¬ 
fornia  at  Berkeley  is  forecasting  that  the  1980s  will 
bring  a  severe  shortage  of  housing.  Professor  Merlin 
Gellen  said  that  is  because  developers  are  still  build¬ 
ing  housing  for  traditional  American  families,  i.e., 
families  composed  of  a  mother,  a  father,  and  three 
children.  Gellen  said  that  “real  families”  are  getting 
smaller,  but  apartment  rates  are  skyrocketing. 

As  a  result  of  the  housing  crunch,  Gellen  said, 
the  next  five  years  could  see  residents  of  a  crowded 
Los  Angeles,  for  example,  moving  into  tents.  Said 
Gellen,  “The  people  who  will  be  building  the  tents  are 
single-parent  households,  probably  women  with 
kids.” 
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Representatives  of  LAGMA  met  with  the  Boston  Globe's  liaison  to  the 
lesbian/gay  community  on  Jan.  16:  (I  to  r)  Diane  Greene,  LAGMA  co- 
chair;  Ronnie  Allen,  LAGMA  member;  Jeff  McLaughlin,  the  Globe's 
liaison;  Rev.  Robert  Wheatly  of  the  Unitarian  Universalist 
Association’s  Office  of  Gay  Concerns;  Bill  Mulkern,  LAGMA  co-chair. 

Media  Advocacy  Group 
Reports  Gains  with 
Leading  Area  Daily 


By  Bennett  Klein 
BOSTON,  MA  —  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Media  Advocates  (LAG¬ 
MA)  met  on  Jan.  16  with  Jeff  Mc¬ 
Laughlin,  the  Boston  Globe's  re¬ 
cently  appointed  liaison  to  the  gay 
community.  LAGMA  called  the 
meeting  to  discuss  McLaughlin’s 
relationship  with  the  group  and  to 
voice  complaints  about  the 
Globe’s  handling  of  lesbian  and 
gay  issues. 

McLaughlin  told  LAGMA  that 
he  was  delighted  by  his  appoint¬ 
ment  as  liaison.  “It  is  significant 
that  the  Globe  has  a  liaison  to  the 
gay  community.  It’s  sad  that’s  ne¬ 
cessary,  but  it  is.”  He  added  that 
“I  have  never  been  a  homophobe 
personally  or  professionally.” 

Based  on  research  of  coverage 
during  the  1970s,  LAGMA 
charged  the  Globe  with  scant  and 
insensitive  reporting  of  gay  issues. 
The  group  was  particularly  in¬ 
cense  by  a  Jan.  7  column  by  Mike 
Barnicle  on  the  firing  of  Bert 


Parks  from  the  Miss  America  pa¬ 
geant.  The  article,  according  to  a 
LAGMA  statement,  “relies  on 
‘humor’  which  is  as  destructive 
and  prejudicial  as  any  racist 
humor  would  be.” 

The  Barnicle  column,  which 
suggests  replacements  for  Parks, 
states  in  part:  “Why  not  Truman 
Capote  —  he  would  be  no  prob¬ 
lem  in  the  dressing  room  .  .  .  Get 
a  real  queen  and  give  the  job  to 
Paul  Lynde.”  McLaughlin  called 
the  article  “unconscionable,”  and 
noted  that  he  had  already  sent  an 
admonitory  letter  to  Barnicle. 

LAGMA  also  argued  that  gay 
events  should  be  listed  in  the 
Globe.  McLaughlin,  who  writes 
for  the  Globe’s  Calendar  maga¬ 
zine,  assured  the  group  that  all 
listings  would  be  accepted.  He 
claimed  that  the  omission  of  the 
First  Night  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Poetry  Reading  was  unintention¬ 
al.  McLaughlin  also  pointed  out 
Continued  on  Page  6 
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About  SO  demonstrators  picketed  the  Brighton  (MA)  residence  of 
Humberto  Cardinal  Medeiros,  Archbishop  of  Boston,  on  Jan.  21. 
The  picketing  marked  the  eve  of  the  anniversary  of  the  1973  U.S. 
Supreme  Court  decision  giving  women  the  right  to  legal  abortions. 
Expressing  their  belief  in  “the  complete  separation  of  church  and 
state,”  the  protesters  said,  “We  are  picketing  here  because,  as  a 
Cardinal  of  the  Church,  [Medeiros]  is  representative  of  the  hier¬ 
archy’s  leadership  in  the  anti-abortion  movement.  They  are  the 
principal  financial  backers  and  proponents  of  anti-choice  legis¬ 
lation.” 


Convention  Project  Moves 
To  Get  Out  the  Gay  Vote 


WASHINGTON,  DC  —  The 
National  Convention  Project  has 
swung  into  high  gear  in  its  drive  to 
gain  the  inclusion  of  a  gay  rights 
plank  in  the  platforms  of  the 
Republican  and  Democratic  presi¬ 
dential  campaigns  and  to  turn  out 
the  lesbian  and  gay  vote  in  this 
election  year. 

Tom  Bastow,  Co-coordinator 
of  the  Project,  was  in  Iowa  prior 
to  the  caucus  polls  there  which 
captured  the  attention  of  the 
nation.  His  purpose  in  being  there 
was  to  represent  the  National 
Convention  Project  in  a  joint 
drive  with  the  Gay  Coalition  of 
Iowa  to  encourage  the  participa¬ 
tion  of  the  estimated  150,000 
lesbian  and  gay  voters  in  Iowa  in 
the  state-wide  caucuses.  The  Iowa 
drive  represented  the  opening 
round  of  the  Project’s  “Gay  Vote 
USA”  campaign,  which  seeks  to 
end  discrimination  against  Amer¬ 
ica’s  lesbians  and  gay  men. 

“I  think  we’ve  done  a  fantastic 
job  of  bringing  gay  rights  to  the 
attention  of  the  presidential  candi¬ 
dates  right  at  the  start  of  the  elec¬ 
tion  process,”  Bastow  told  GCN 
shortly  after  his  return  from  Iowa. 
It  represents  a  “step  forward  for 
us.”  Bastow  said  he  was  “hope¬ 
ful”  regarding  the  Project’s 
chances  for  success,  saying  that 
“the  time  is  right  for  the  first 
national  political  movement.” 

The  Iowa  campaign  included  a 
candidates’  forum  at  which  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  various  candidates 
expounded  their  views  on  issues  of 
interest  to  lesbian  and  gay  Iowans, 
a  letter-writing  campaign  by  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  organizations  in  each 
of  Iowa’s  six  congressional 
districts  which  included  informa¬ 
tion  on  attending  caucuses,  tele¬ 
phone  trees  to  encourage  a  higher 
attendance,  and  a  number  of 


workshops  to  explain  the  caucus 
process  to  those  people  who 
would  be  attending  for  the  first 
time. 

Rich  Eychaner,  chair  of  the 
Political  Action  Committee  of  the 
Gay  Coalition  of  Iowa,  expressed 
his  feeling  that  “it  is  basic  to  the 
American  sense  of  justice  and 
equal  rights  for  all  that  a  citizen’s 
rights  should  not  be  violated  be¬ 
cause  of  his  or  her  station  in  life. 
The  issue  is  not  whether  or  not  to 
approve  of  homosexuality,  but 
rather,  whether  or  not  our  society 
can  guarantee  justice  and  civil 
rights  for  all  citizens  when  dis¬ 
crimination  is  allowed  to  flourish 
against  some  citizens.” 

Of  the  announced  presidential 
candidates,  only  Sen.  Edward  M. 
Kennedy  (D-MA)  and  Gov. 
Edmund  G.  Brown,  Jr.  (D-CA) 
have  made  firm  positive  state¬ 
ments  on  the  issue  of  civil  rights 
for  lesbian  and  gay  Americans. 
No  announced  Republican  candi- 
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Tom  Bastow,  Co-coordinator 
(with  Mary  Spottswood  Pou)  of 
the  National  Convention  Project. 


date  has  made  such  a  statement, 
although  Bastow  said  that  Rep. 
John  Anderson  (R-IL)  is  “really 
the  most  up-front  Republican.’’ 
It  is  Bastow’s  feeling  that 
Anderson  “would  be  inclined  to 
support  a  gay  rights  plank”  in  the 
Republican  Party  platform. 

With  regard  to  Ronald  Reagan, 
who  was  considered  by  many  to  be 
the  Republican  front-runner 
before  his  second-place  showing 
in  the  Iowa  straw  poll,  Bastow  ex¬ 
plained  that  he  “represents  a  con¬ 
servative  constituency  who  are  not 
very  strong  on  diversity  in  Ameri¬ 
can  life,”  but  that  Reagan  did 
oppose  the  anti-gay  Briggs  Initia¬ 
tive  in  California. 

Pres.  Jimmy  Carter,  who  out- 
polled  Kennedy  by  a  margin  of 
almost  two  to  one  in  Iowa,  is  not 
expected  to  take  a  strong  stand  on 
the  lesbian/gay  rights  issue  in  the 
near  future.  Bastow  explained 
that  he  is  not  convinced  that  the 
Carter  campaign  people  are  really 
sure  there  is  a  lesbian/gay  vote  to 
be  reckoned  with.  “I  don’t  look 
for  the  President  to  take  a  positive 
stand  on  a  gay  rights  plank  in  the 
near  future,”  said  Bastow. 

In  the  Iowa  Democratic  cau¬ 
cuses,  Carter  outpolled  Kennedy 
by  a  margin  of  59.1  percent  to 
31.2  percent,  with  9.6  percent  of 
the  vote  uncommitted.  This  gives 
30  Iowa  delegates  to  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  national  convention  to 
Carter,  15  to  Kennedy,  and  five 
will  be  uncommitted. 

In  the  Republican  straw  poll, 
which  commits  no  delegates  but 
rather  provides  a  yardstick  of 
popularity,  George  Bush  polled 
32.9  percent  of  the  vote,  followed 
by  Ronald  Reagan  with  26.8  per¬ 
cent  and  Howard  Baker  with  13.9 
percent. 


Manslaughter  Charged  in 
‘Self-Defense’  Slaying 


RONKONKOMA,  NY  —  Greg 
LaSusa  faces  a  trial  at  an  unspeci¬ 
fied  date  on  charges  of  first  degree 
manslaughter  stemming  from  an 
incident  which  occurred  last 
November  and  which  he  and  his 
supporters  claim  was  an  instance 
of  self  defense.  Members  of  the 
Greg  LaSusa  Defense  Fund,  in  at¬ 
tempting  to  gather  information 
about  the  case,  said  they  were  met 
with  resistance  by  the  Suffolk 
County  (NY)  Police  Department 
and  the  Assistant  District  Attor¬ 
ney.  Conversations,  however, 
with  LaSusa’s  attorney  and  with 
other  sources  revealed  a  very 
complex  case. 

Group  assaults  LaSusa 

LaSusa  was  employed  as  a 
door-person  at  a  lesbian/gay  bar 
in  Ronkonkoma,  a  bar  located  in 
a  suburban  Long  Island  shopping 
center.  It  is  alleged  that  on  the 
night  of  Nov.  9,  1979,  eight 
straight  men  went  to  the  bar  and 
began  to  throw  bottles  at  its 
facade.  LaSusa,  in  his  capacity  as 
door-person,  went  outside  to  ask 
them  to  leave. 

LaSusa  was  assaulted  by  the 
men,  verbally  and  physically.  One 
assailant,  Steven  Passante,  al¬ 
legedly  wielded  an  18-inch  length 
of  steel  pipe,  with  which  he  re¬ 
portedly  attacked  LaSusa.  When 
that  happened,  it  is  alleged,  three 
other  members  of  the  group 
joined  in  the  attack  on  LaSusa,  at 
which  time  he  produced  a  knife 
with  which  he  stabbed  Passante. 
Passante  died  several  hours  later 


at  a  nearby  hospital. 

LaSusa  turned  himself  in  to 
police,  following  which  at  least 
three  of  the  remaining  assailants 
were  arrested.  LaSusa  was 
charged  with  second  degree  mur¬ 
der  and  remanded  to  jail  in  lieu  of 
$25,000  bail.  He  remained  there 
for  two  days  until  his  attorney 
secured  his  release  for  a  cash  bond 
of  $2,500. 

Subpoenas  issued 

LaSusa  was  subpoenaed  by  the 
Suffolk  County  Grand  Jury,  as 
were  at  least  six  of  his  alleged 
assailants,  including  the  three  who 
had  been  arrested  following  the 
assault.  The  persons  alleged  to 
have  perpetrated  the  assault  were 
granted  transactional  immunity 
by  Assistant  District  Attorney 
Barry  Feldman  (in  the  state  of 
New  York,  transactional  immun¬ 
ity  means  that  a  person  cannot  be 
prosecuted  for  any  crime  which 
testimony  might  reveal  that  she  or 
he  had  committed).  Oddly,  how¬ 
ever,  two  witnesses  to  the  assault, 
both  patrons  of  the  bar  at  the  time 
of  the  incident,  were  also  sub¬ 
poenaed,  but  they  were  requested 
to  sign  a  waiver  of  immunity, 
which  would  allow  their  prosecu¬ 
tion  in  the  event  that  their  testi¬ 
mony  indicated  their  involvement 
in  the  commission  of  a  crime. 

The  Grand  Jury  brought  no 
charges  against  the  six  alleged  as¬ 
sailants  and  ordered  all  charges 
against  the  three  who  had  been  ar¬ 
rested  to  be  dropped.  The  charge 
against  LaSusa  was  reduced  to 


first  degree  manslaughter  —  over 
the  objections  of  Asst.  D.A.  Feld¬ 
man  —  and  an  indictment  was 
handed  down.  LaSusa,  bound 
over  for  trial  at  an  undetermined 
date,  faces  a  possible  sentence  of 
up  to  25  years  in  prison  if  he  is 
convicted. 

Self-defense  maintained 

LaSusa’s  attorney,  David  Clay¬ 
ton,  has  “constantly  emphasized 
the  fact  that  it  is  every  gay  man’s 
right  to  self-defense,”  according 
to  members  of  the  Defense  Fund, 
who  also  maintain  that  self- 
defense  is  the  central  issue  in  this 
case.  Members  of  the  Defense 
Fund  are  of  the  opinion  that  Feld¬ 
man,  the  police,  and  the  judicial 
system  intend  to  make  “an  ex¬ 
ample”  of  LaSusa  to  all  gay  men 
that  “they  do  not  have  that  right” 
of  self-defense.  According  to 
members  of  the  Defense  Fund, 
“This  is  an  organized  campaign 
by  straight  men  to  punish  LaSusa 
(and  all  gay  men  who  reserve  the 
right  to  self-defense)  for  daring  to 
defend  himself  against  eight 
straight  assailants.” 

LaSusa’s  attorney  has  said  that 
the  legal  fees  involved  in  the  case 
are  “already  enormous.”  The  De¬ 
fense  Fund  has  appealed  to  the 
larger  gay  community  for  support 
on  LaSusa’s  behalf.  Any  and  all 
letters  of  support,  contributions, 
and  letters  of  inquiry  are  wel¬ 
come.  Contact  the  Free  Greg  La- 
Susa  Defense  Fund,  P.O.  Box  50, 
Stony  Brook,  NY  11790. 
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lessons 
from  the  past 

Dear  GCN, 

As  the  gay  community  decides  upon  what  ac¬ 
tions  to  take  against  the  anti-gay  films  Windows 
and  Cruising,  1  want  to  add  some  food  for 
thought. 

Several  years  ago,  a  horribly  anti-woman,  ter¬ 
ribly  racist  film.  Snuff,  was  shown  in  NYC  and 
then  in  Boston.  In  New  York,  at  least  100  women 
demonstrated  at  the  theatre,  which  had  a  TV  out 
front  showing  scenes  from  the  movie.  We  man¬ 
aged  to  get  the  theatre-owners  to  remove  the  TV 
but  there  was  some  question  afterwards  about 
whether  our  crowd  of  feminists  encouraged  or 
discouraged  people  from  seeing  the  film  which  I 
think  stayed  for  at  least  eight  weeks. 

When  Snuff  came  to  Boston,  it  was  decided 
that  we  shouldn’t  demonstrate  at  the  theatre.  In¬ 
stead,  we  barraged  Sack  Cinemas  with  phone 
calls  and  boycotted  Sack  theatres.  Snuff  ran  in 
Boston  for  just  a  few  weeks.  In  that  instance,  we 
decided  that  drawing  attention  to  the  film  would 
have  encouraged  people  to  see  it. 

As  we  decide  what  to  do  about  Cruising  and 
Windows,  we  need  to  consider  the  following:  will 
a  demonstration  outside  the  theatre  keep  people 
from  going  in,  or  arouse  the  morbid  curiousity  of 
more  people?  Is  it  equally  important  to  organize 
a  boycott  against  Sack  and  present  them  with 
5,000  signatures  of  people  who  will  not  attend 
their  movies? 

Lastly,  shouldn’t  we  try  to  contact  the  movie 
reviewers  from  the  local  papers  and  remind  them 
of  the  aftereffects  each  movie  will  cause  and  the 
negative  stereotypes  each  movie  will  cause  and 
the  negative  stereotypes  each  movie  will  perpet¬ 
uate?  A  negative  movie  review  could  deter  as 
many  movie-goers  as  a  demonstration. 

Recently  I  saw  a  coming  attraction  short  for 
Cruising.  It  looked  entirely  unexciting  and  unin¬ 
teresting.  I  was  so  angry  at  seeing  it  that  I  booed 
loudly  in  the  theatre.  Everyone  laughed  at  me. 
They  probably  couldn’t  see  why  such  a  boring 
movie  would  be  offensive  to  anyone.  As  we 
decide  what  action  to  take,  I  want  to  be  sure  we 
don’t  make  two  mediocre  movies  any  more  in¬ 
viting  than  they  are. 

Jay  Meryl 
Cambridge,  MA 

governor 
of  California 

Dear  GCN, 

In  recent  months  there  has  been  much  debate 
in  GCN  and  elsewhere  in  the  gay  community 
over  the  presidential  candidacy  of  Jerry  Brown. 
He  has  actively  courted  our  support.  Here  in  San 
Francisco  a  fund-raising  party  for  him  in  a 
wealthy  Twin  Peaks  home  received  much  publi¬ 
city. 

In  a  “Speaking  Out”  column  in  September, 
Allen  Young  suggested  that  we  might  have  some¬ 
thing  to  gain  from  Brown’s  candidacy.  For  his 
trouble,  Allen  was  baited  by  an  obnoxious  tirade 
froma  proselyte  of  the  Revolutionary  Socialist 
League  —  an  ugly  combination  of  personal  at¬ 
tack  and  Stalinoid  rhetoric.  (Too,  I  resented  his 
arrogant  presumption  to  tell  us  dumb  people  why 
we  were  at  City  Hall  on  May  21.)  Since  then  the 
debate  in  GCN  has  degenerated  to  a  shouting 
match  between  Brown’s  apologists  and  such  ide¬ 
ologues. 

I  do  not  trust  Jerry  Brown.  He  is  an  opportun¬ 
ist,  who  is  more  interested  in  running  for  presi¬ 
dent  than  in  running  the  state  of  California.  In 
the  year  that  I  have  lived  here,  he  seems  to  have 
spent  most  of  his  time  out  of  the  state,  leaving 
executive  control  in  the  hands  of  a  right  wing  Re¬ 
publican  Lieutenant  Governor.  While  it  is  true 
that  Brown  opposed  Proposition  13,  once  it  had 
passed  he  hopped  right  onto  the  Jarvis-Gann 
bandwagon  in  his  successful  bid  for  re-election. 
One  wonders:  If  the  Briggs  Initiative  banning  gay 
teachers  had  passed,  would  he  have  issued  an 
executive  order  banning  anti-gay  discrimination 
in  state  hiring,  or  sought  our  support? 

At  the  January  13  march  on  Sacramento, 
Jeanette  Mondanaro  received  a  wild  ovation 
when  she  accused  Brown  of  hypocrisy.  His 
support  in  the  California  gay  community  has 
been  overrated,  I  believe.  Had  Brown  deigned  to 
appear  before  us  in  Sacramento,  he  would  prob¬ 
ably  have  received  some  jeers. 

1  am  not  a  one-issue  person.  Whether  a  candi¬ 
date  supports  gay  rights  is  no  more  —  or  less  — 
important  than  his/her  stand  on  other  important 
issues,  like  maintaining  human  services,  or  the 
runaway  militarism  that  has  bankrupted  our 
economy  and  threatens  us  all  with  nuclear  holo¬ 
caust. 

Sincerely, 

John  Kyper 
San  Francisco,  CA 


typewriter  in  hand 


Dear  GCN, 

Once  again  Hake  typewriter  in  hand  to  express 
my  opinion  on  two  very  different  issues.  Good 
luck  in  deciding  what  to  headline  this  letter. 

First,  the  Immigration  and  Naturalization  Ser¬ 
vice  (INS)  and  gay  visitors.  Beginning  on  the 
13th,  the  New  York  Times  did  a  series  of  five 
articles  on  the  corruption,  inefficiency,  and  all¬ 
round  stupidity  in  that  agency;  apparently,  it’s 
just  about  the  worst-run  agency  in  the  U.S.  gov¬ 
ernment,  and  that  includes  the  post  office  and 
Internal  Revenue  Service  (quite  an  accomplish¬ 
ment).  It  would  be  typical  of  such  a  ridiculous 
organization  to  concentrate  its  time  on  hunting 
down  harmless  Michigan-bound  musical  lesbians 
while  at  the  same  time  letting  various  muggers 
and  thieves  pay  their  way  into  the  country.  Other 
organizations  do  this,  too;  by  and  large  they’re 
called  “police.” 

Second,  concerning  the  protests  upcoming  on 
the  movies  Cruising  and  now  Windows.  Remem¬ 
ber  a  few  years  ago  there  was  that  scabrous 
movie  Snuff!  When  it  played  in  New  York  there 
were  enormous  protests,  huge  publicity  —  and 
huge  crowds  and  profits  at  the  theater.  Women 
in  Boston  organized  differently  (if  I  remember 
GCN’ s  coverage  correctly);  protests  were  low- 
key,  TV  coverage  was  discouraged,  action  quiet 
but  effective.  The  movie  closed  after  a  very  short 
run  here.  Need  I  point  out  that  this  strategy 
should  be  seriously  considered  for  the  two  recent 
movies?  Maybe  it  wouldn’t  work  —  after  all,  the 
movie  makers  may  be  able  to  generate  enough 
publicity  to  get  the  “controversial”  crowds  they 
seek  anyway  —  but  let’s  not  jump  too  quickly 
iijto  giving  it  to  ’em  free,  OK? 

Sincerely, 

norontol  Charles  Bonnell 

paieillal  Cambridge,  MA 

discretion 

advised 


Dear  GCN, 

I  enjoyed  reading  the  letters  to  GCN  in  the 
Jan.  19  issue,  particularly  those  of  Dennis 
Melba’son,  who  provided  us  with  a  great  inside 
perspective  on  the  production  of  ABC’s  News 
Closeup,  Homosexuals,  and  Bill  Beneville, 
whose  closing  comments  should  be  well  advised. 

My  personal  reaction  to  ABC’s  program 
Homosexuals  was  considerable  disappointment. 
However,  the  entire  program  would  not  have 
been  perceived  as  being  completely  negative  if 
ABC  had  (1)  eliminated  the  foreboding  warning 
“parental  discretion  is  advised,”  and  (2)  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  statement  —  “that  the  following  pro¬ 
gram  is  not  representative  of  all  homosexuals  but 
only  the  views  of  the  participants,”  they  could 
have  explained  further  that  many  homosexual 
persons  would  not  allow  themselves  to  be  inter¬ 
viewed  for  this  program  because  of  the  homo¬ 
phobia  which  exists  in  our  society.  I  believe  such 
a  statement  might  have  answered  the  question 
for  us:  where  were  the  teachers,  engineers,  truck 
drivers,  mothers,  fathers,  businessmen  and 
women? 

I  should  also  like  to  repeat  the  suggestion  that 
all  of  us  who  have  written  letters  (or  are  con¬ 
sidering  writing)  in  to  this  paper,  should  also 
express  our  views  to  Richard  Richter  at  ABC 
News  Closeup  (name  withheld  if  necessary).  Our 
letters  may  possibly  be  beneficial  for  us  if  ABC 
considers  a  repeat  production  of  this  type. 

Sincerely, 


the  cult 


Elliott  Strick 
Norwich,  CT 


Dear  G.C.N., 

While  browsing  in  a  Harvard  Square  book¬ 
store  recently,  I  picked  up  a  copy  of  Racquetball 
—  The  Cult,  by  Eugene  L.  Scott.  By  some  chance 
I  opened  to  the  section  on  racquetball  equipment 
and  came  across  the  following  passage: 

“Horrors  to  the  unchic  athlete  who  wears  the 
same  color  combination  twice  in  the  same  week¬ 
end. 

However,  in  racquetball  attitudes  towards 
clothes  are  totally  reversed.  Indeed,  if  a  racquet- 
bailer  arrived  in  all  white  or  matching  colored 
tennis  shorts  and  top,  he  would  look  like  a  fag.” 

The  book  jacket  describes  Mr.  Scott  as  a  past 
member  of  the  American  Davis  Cup  team,  and  a 
past  president  of  the  Eastern  Tennis  Association. 
Does  Mr.  Scott  assume  that  gay  men  and  women 
do  not  play  tennis  or  racquetball?  This  inane 
statement,  couched  in  offensive  terminology, 
simple  has  no  place  in  a  sports  book.  A  “re¬ 
spected  member  of  the  tennis  world”  (as  the 
jacket  styles  him),  who  would  probably  not 
dream  of  using  the  word  “nigger”  in  his  book, 
can  slip  in  the  word  “fag”  without  thinking 
twice.  Well,  Mr.  Scott,  maybe  you  should  think, 
at  least  once  if  not  twice. 

1  have  written  to  Mr.  Scott  in  care  of 
Dolphin  Books 
Doubleday  &  Co. 

Garden  City,  N.Y. 

and  1  have  forwarded  a  copy  of  the  letter  I  sent 
him  to  the  editors  of  Dolphin  Books.  I  urge 
anyone  who  is  as  offended  by  this  thoughtless, 
mindless  oppression  as  I  am  to  do  the  same. 

Bob  Skiba 
Boston,  MA 


iran 

Dear  GCN, 

Steve  Forgione’s  January  12  letter  in  GCN, 
with  its  pathetically  convoluted  apologia  for  his 
and  other  gays’  support  of  pro-Iranian  demon¬ 
strations,  underscores  a  reality  I’ve  learned  to 
perceive  during  10  years  of  gay  activism:  all 
economic  and  political  “isms”  are  different 
labels  smacked  on  the  same  bottle  of  anti-lesbian 
and  anti-gay  poison. 

Gays  have  natural  allies.  They  are  the  people 
who  welcome  us  in  their  midst,  welcome  our  sup¬ 
port,  support  our  goals,  and  at  no  time  say, 
“Oh,  I  know  they  shoot  gays,  but .  .  .”  Having  a 
clear  cut  sense  of  who  my  friends  and  enemies 
are,  I’ve  remained  a  one-issue  gay  activist.  My 
friends,  for  example  my  sisters  in  the  women’s 
movement,  both  lesbians  and  heterosexuals, 
have  demonstrated  their  support  for  gay 
liberation.  My  enemies  on  the  other  hand, 
support  governments  and  systems  that  murder 
people,  imprison  people,  and  persecute  people  as 
a  matter  of  public  policy  because  they  are  my 
lesbian  sisters  and  gay  brothers. 

Forget  it  Forgione.  No  friend  of  Khomeini’s 
supporters,  no  adherant  of  the  millions  who  pour 
in  and  out  of  the  streets  of  Teheran  to  support 
their  “messenger,”  no  apologist  for  that  scene  is 
on  my  side,  ‘ive  been  around  too  long,  and  heard 
the  same  apology  applied  to  too  many  “isms,” 
and  too  many  “liberations”  and  by  too  many 
“messengers,”  too  many  times. 

My  friends,  gay  and  heterosexual,  make  no 
apologies  for  murder  and  persecution,  and  they 
never  have  the  arrogance  to  ask  me  to  take  my 
gay  hat  humbly  in  hand  and  beg  to  become  part 
of  a  movement  that  is  “liberating”  in  all  aspects 
but  its  treatment  of  women  and  gays. 

Indeed,  I  would  be  willing  to  judge  any 
movement,  any  ism,  any  system  on  the  two 
criteria  of  how  women  and  gays  are  treated 
within  it.  Do  that  well  and  the  rest  already  exists. 

Marc  Rubin 

hibiscus  Brooklyn,  NY 

Dear  Editor, 

I  am  writing  this  letter  to  thank  the  women  of 
Boston  and  New  England,  and  many  others,  and 
GCN  for  your  support  of  women’s  music  over 
the  last  six  years.  As  the  distributor  in  this  area 
for  that  time,  I  have  watched  the  growth  of  the 
women’s  music  industry  in  record  sales  from  500 
to -10,000  and  in  concert  production  from  the 
first  Meg  Christian  concert  at  the  Saints  in  1974 
to  the  latest  Holly  Near  concert  at  Hynes  Audi¬ 
torium.  It  is  the  support  of  thousands  of  women 
in  this  area  that  I  would  like  to  thank  because  it  is 
.your  support  that  has  enabled  Hibiscus  Records 
to  grow,  providing  better  distribution  and  jobs 
for  women. 

I  am  leaving  Boston  at  the  end  of  December  to 
return  home  to  Los  Angeles  to  do  distribution 
there.  Through  advertisements  and  interviews,  I 
have  located  Trish  Karlinski  to  manage  distribu¬ 
tion  in  this  territory,  and  she  deserves  all  of  your 
support. 

Hibiscus  Records  is  also  changing  its  name  as 
of  January,  1980,  to  call  it  what  it  is  — ■  Women’s 
Music  Distribution  Company  —  WMDC.  The 
address  and  phone  will  remain  the  same. 

It  is  sad  to  leave.  I  will  miss  many  people.  I 
expect  visitors. 

Yours,  Betsy  York 
Boston,  MA 

—ADVERTISING^ 

MANAGER 

GCN  is  looking  for  an  Advertising  Man¬ 
ager.  Advertising  experience  as  well  as  a 
commitment  to  the  goal  of  eliminating 
the  exploitation  of  women  and  men  in 
advertising  necessary.  Please  address  in¬ 
quiries  and  resumes  to  Richard  Burns, 
GCN,  22  Bromfield  Street,  Boston,  MA 
02108. 


=  NEWS  EDITOR — 

Gay  Community  News  is  accepting 
applications  for  the  position  of  News 
Editor.  News  writing  and  editing  skills 
needed  as  well  as  a  commitment  to 
feminism  and  social  change.  Opening 
March  1.  Please  send  resume  to  Richard 
Burns,  GCN,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston, 
MA  02108. 


= DESIGN  DIRECTOR = 

Applications  are  now  being  accepted  for 
the  position  of  Design  Director.  Back¬ 
ground  in  graphic  arts  necessary.  April  1 
opening.  Direct  inquiries  and  resumes  to 
Richard  Burns,  GCN,  22  Bromfield 
Street,  Boston,  MA  02108. 
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Speaking  Out _ 

Launching  the  Gay  ’80s: 
Gay  Rights  Under  Siege 
In  Santa  Clara  County 


By  Edward  Sebesta 

Already,  a  series  of  events  has  begun  which  will  ultimately  determine,  to  a  great  extent, 
the  prospects  for  gay  freedom  in  the  1980s.  What  might  appear  to  be  a  conflict,  local  in 
both  scope  and  effect,  has  become  a  battlefield  in  a  wider  struggle  involving  the  state  of 
California  and  the  nation.  It  has  become  a  test  of  strength,  a  barometer  of  public  support 
for  gays,  which  will  be  observed  across  the  nation.  Even  now  gay  rights  ordinances  across 
the  state  are  being  stalled,  with  municipal  legislatures  waiting  and  watching  for  the  out¬ 
come  of  the  referenda.  Even  now,  gay  rights  ordinances  are  in  danger  of  being  repealed  by 
local  and  statewide  initiatives.  Indeed,  San  Francisco,  the  self  proclaimed  gay  capital,  is  in 
the  danger  of  falling  prey  to  the  anti-gays.  Victory  or  defeat  in  the  Santa  Clara  County 
campaign  to  defend  the  gay  rights  ordinances  will  have  far  reaching  consequences,  far 
beyond  Santa  Clara  County. 

The  conflict  flared  into  the  open  in  the  summer  of  ’79.  A  series  of  public  hearings  were 
held  before  both  the  Santa  Clara  County  Board  of  Supervisors  and  the  San  Jose  City 
Council.  During  which,  loud,  vocal  denunciations  of  the  ordinances  by  religious  extremists 
were  made,  full  of  biblical  condemnation  and  hate.  An  earthquake,  which  occured  during 
one  of  the  hearings,  was  seized  upon  as  a  sign  of  God’s  wrath  against  the  ordinances. 

The  Santa  Clara  ordinance  was  passed,  first,  in  August.  It  covered  only  the  unincor¬ 
porated  territory  of  the  County,  but  was  to  be  a  model  for  the  16  municipalities  in  the 
County.  Following  that  model,  San  Jose  passed  its  ordinance. 

The  anti-gay  religious,  which  had  threatened  an  initiative,  with  microcircuit  swiftness 
gathered  50,000  and  27,000  signatures,  respectively,  and  suspended  the  County  and  San 
Jose  ordinances  before  they  could  go  into  effect.  The  County  Board  of  Supervisors  and  the 
San  Jose  City  Council  then  voted  not  to  repeal,  but  to  place  the  initiatives  on  the  June  3, 
1980  ballot.  So  the  long,  hard  campaign  was  begun. 

While  the  petitions  were  being  certified,  a  more  ominous  development  occured.  A 
Monterey  religious  group,  perhaps  inspired  by  the  rapid  success  of  the  Santa  Clara  County 
petitions,  filed  an  initiative  with  the  state  to  make  it  legal,  across  the  state,  to  discriminate 
on  the  basis  of  sexual  orientation,  that  is,  by  state  law,  make  local  gay  rights  ordinances 
impossible  and  to  effectively  repeal  all  existing  gay  rights  laws  in  the  State  of  California. 
The  progress  of  this  initiative,  in  terms  of  signatures,  is  not  known. 

The  opponents  of  gay  rights  in  Santa  Clara  County  are  the  same  people  who  opposed 
the  consenting  adults  law  and  supported  Proposition  6,  the  anti-gay-teacher,  Brigg’s  initia¬ 
tive. 

Rising  to  the  challenge,  the  gay  community  has  united  together  and  formed  the  Santa 
Clara  Valley  Coalition  for  Human  Rights  (SCVCHR).  Prominent  community  leaders  have 
either  pledged  support  or  have  joined  the  campaign.  The  Santa  Clara  Valley  Coalition  for 
Human  Rights  has  elected  an  executive  board  reflecting  its  broad  base  of  support.  The 
executive  board  and  officers  are  as  follows: 

•Co-Chair:  Mike  Nye;  Business  representative  for  Central  Labor  Council,  Santa  Clara 
County. 

•Co-Chair:  Johnie  Staggs;  Chair,  Lambda  Assoc.,  board  member,  local  ACLU  and 
Susan  B.  Anthony  Club. 

•Treasurer:  Rosalie  Nichols;  Chair,  Susan  B.  Anthony  Democratic  Club,  board  of 
directors,  Local  ACLU,  member  San  Jose’s  Affirmative  Action  Committee. 

•Secretary:  Joyce  Sogg;  Attorney,  San  Jose/South  Bay  representative  to  N.O.W.  of 
California. 

•Lee  Oftedahl:  Owner/publisher,  Penninsula  Magazine. 

•Jana  Cunningham:  Past  president  San  Jose/South  Bay  N.O.W.,  member  Commis¬ 
sion  on  the  Status  of  Women. 

•Dan  Relic:  Owner/publisher  Lambda  News. 

•Myra  Beals:  Vice-president  San  Jose/South  Bay  N.O.W. ,  board  member  Susan  B. 
Anthony. 

•Michael  Morris:  Corporate  attorney,  member  ACLU. 

The  SCVCHR  is  now  waging  a  determined  campaign  to  insure  that  the  gay  community 
will  be  victorious  on  June  3,  1980.  Santa  Clara  County  defeated  Proposition  6  by  61%  to 
31%,  but  whether  this  will  mean  victory  in  June  is  not  at  all  certain. 

SCVCHR  has  gotten  strong  community  support  already.  The  Commission  on  Social 
Justice  of  the  Archdiocese  of  San  Francisco  has  endorsed  the  ordinances.  Additionally,  the 
support  of  Labor  is  evident  by  Mike  Nye  being  the  Co-Chair  of  SCVCHR.  Still  victory  is 
by  no  means  certain.  The  Baptists  have  voted  a  resolution  condemning  the  ordinances  and 
smearing  gays.  Other  opposition  is  expected. 

Community  Voices _ 

redemption 

To  the  Editor: 

This  is  in  response  to  Tom  Durand’s  “confes¬ 
sion”  letter  in  the  1/12/80  issue. 

Dear  Tom: 

Not  a  child  of  the  Jesuits,  I  have  always  had 
doubts  about  the  value  of  public  confession.  1 
had  very  mixed  feelings  about  the  way  you 
voiced  your  confession,  although  I  have  certainly 
experienced  the  kind  of  situation  you  described. 

On  the  one  hand,  I  wanted  to  say  something  sup¬ 
portive,  to  make  you  feel  better,  to  help  you  put 
it  in  perspective,  to  let  you  know  that  you’re  not 
alone  in  dealing  with  conflicts  (external  and  in¬ 
ternal)  like  that.  On  the  other  hand,  I  wondered 
what  you  really  want  from  confessing  this  ubi¬ 
quitous  “sin,”  what  kind  of  feedback  you 
expect.  1  found  myself  angry  with  you,  even 
though  I’ve  shared  your  feelings,  and  then  I  ac¬ 
cused  myself  of  blaming  the  victim.  And  with  the 
phrase  “blaming  the  victim,”  1  began  to  under¬ 
stand  my  reaction  to  your  letter. 

The  basic  anger  I  feel  isn’t  with  you.  It’s  with 
those  two  fatuous,  bigoted  cretins  who  sat  in 
front  of  you  on  the  bus  (not  to  mention  the 
powerless  liberal  who  offered  the  limp  defense). 

And  that's  who  you  should  be  angry  with,  too. 

Instead  —  or,  perhaps,  I  should  say  in  addition 
—  you  get  angry  with  yourself:  you  were  too 
cowardly  to  speak  up,  you  let  gay  people  down, 
etc.,  etc.  That’s  bullshit! 

Now,  mind  you,  I’m  not  speaking  to  the 
tactical  question  of  whether  that  was  a  good  or  a 


bad  time  to  speak  up;  I  don’t  know  the  answer  to 
that.  What  is  clear  is  that  your  behavior  says  that 
you  had  made  a  tactical  judgment  that  it  didn’t 
pay  to  speak  up  at  that  point.  It’s  what  you  do, 
given  that  implicit  judgment,  that  confounds  me: 
you  blame  yourself.  You  are  blaming  the  victim! 
And,  in  doing  so,  you  repeat  what  I  have  seen 
over  and  over  among  gay  people  (including 
myself),  and  which  is  the  prototype  of  our  self¬ 
oppression. 

There’s  a  “confession”  to  be  made  here,  all 
right;  but  it’s  not  the  one  you  made.  The  “sin”  is 
the  waste  of  gay  energy  on  self-blame,  when 
there  are  lots  of  ways  to  spend  that  energy  on  real 
battles  in  the  real  world  that  need  to  be  fought. 
Low-power/high-anger  situations  like  the  one 
you  described  are  the  breeding  ground  for  de¬ 
pressive  internalizing  of  oppression.  And  it  is 
certainly  true  that  there  are  times  (your  incident 
probably  among  them)  when  we  don’t  have  the 
power  to  change  or  intervene  significantly  in 
events.  Under  those  conditions,  certain  kinds  of 
“noble”  action  are  merely  wasteful  and 
masochistic,  and  the  sensible  and  productive 
thing  is  to  know  that  you  will  live  to  fight 
another  day.  It’s  true  that  that  can  be  used  as  a 
rationalization  to  never  fight  at  all,  and  I’m  not 
suggesting  that  we  shouldn’t  take  risks.  Nor  am  I 
suggesting  that  we  should  be  angry  all  the  time. 
What  I  think  we  need  to  do  is  take  the  anger 
from  situations  like  you  described  and  find  ways 
to  make  use  of  the  power  we  do  have.  We  do 


The  referenda  are  already  beginning  to  have  an  effect  across  the  state  of  California. 
Most  immediately,  the  municipalities  in  Santa  Clara  County,  many  of  which  were  expected 
to  pass  the  County  model  ordinance  are  now  awaiting  the  outcome  of  the  referenda.  Simi¬ 
larly,  the  inquiries  by  adjacent  counties  about  having  gay  rights  ordinances  of  their  own 
has  ceased.  Furthermore,  reports  have  come  in  from  across  the  state  that  cities  that  were 
once  considering  gay  rights  ordinances  are  also  awaiting  the  outcome  of  the  referenda.  The 
major  effects  of  the  referenda,  however,  will  not  manifest  themselves  until  after  the 
election. 

Santa  Clara  County  is  seen  as  a  liberal  California  county  in  a  state  which  is  supposed 
to  be  in  the  forefront  of  the  gay  civil  rights  movement.  Attitudes  towards  gays  elsewhere 
across  the  nation  will  be  presumed  to  be  worse.  The  outcome  of  the  referenda  will  strongly 
effect  and  shape  the  rhetoric  of  the  presidential  candidates  and  the  party  platforms  at  the 
two  major  presidential  conventions.  The  conventions  will  be  held  in  the  two  months 
immediately  following  the  referenda.  Any  hopes  for  a  party  plank  for  gay  rights  will  have 
its  chances  greatly  boosted  by  a  victory  in  Santa  Clara  County.  With  a  defeat,  these  hopes 
will  become  the  proverbial  snowball  in  hell.  The  California  legislature,  similarly,  will  be 
extremely  reluctant  to  consider  any  gay  rights  legislation  after  a  defeat  in  Santa  Clara 
County.  In  fact,  it  will  be  an  accomplishment  to  prevent  anti-gay  legislation  that  persons, 
such  as  Briggs,  will  surely  introduce,  claiming  a  mandate  of  the  people  as  expressed  in 
Santa  Clara  County. 

As  in  after  the  Dade  County  defeat,  a  defeat  in  Santa  Clara  will  very  likely  result  in  a 
series  of  initiative  attempts  to  overturn  gay  rights  ordinances  across  California  and  across 
the  nation.  A  defeat  in  Santa  Clara  County  will  make  the  Los  Angeles  ordinance  particu¬ 
larly  vulnerable. 

The  previously  mentioned  anti-gay  statewide  initiative  started  in  Monterey  will 
probably  not  attract  much  interest  or  have  any  reasonable  chances  of  success  if  the  ordi¬ 
nances  are  successfully  defended.  Initiatives  that  seem  very  likely  to  be  defeated  will  have 
difficulty  attracting  support  and  even  if  qualified  many  politicians  will  be  willing  to  go  on 
record  as  being  against  them.  A  defeat  in  Santa  Clara  County,  however,  will  encourage  a 
deluge  of  statewide  anti-gay  initiatives  by  fundamentalist  Christians  and  a  smugly  smiling 
State  Senator  Briggs.  Politicians  will  view  gays  as  political  pariahs  and  gays  will  be  deserted 
on  the  electoral  battlefield.  These  initiatives  could  easily  strip  San  Francisco,  Berkeley,  and 
Los  Angeles  of  their  gay  rights  ordinances.  Across  the  nations  gays  will  be  seen  as  losers 
and  it  will  be  a  great  struggle  to  hold  on  to  the  accomplishments  of  the  gay  movement.  We 
will  be  living  in  the  ruins  of  our  hopes,  bombarded  by  defeats  in  all  spheres  of  our  lives. 

Victory  in  Santa  Clara  County  will  result  in  gay  rights  ordinances  being  passed  in  cities 
across  the  state  and  by  the  early  80s  it  would  be  reasonalbe  to  expect  most  of  the  major 
cities  and  heavily  populated  counties  will  have  gay  rights  ordinances.  Politicians  will  not 
view  gays  as  political  liabilities,  and  state  passage  of  a  gay  rights  bill  will  be  greatly  eased  by 
a  victory  in  the  referenda.  Nationally  the  gay  movement  will  be  seen  as  an  irresistable  social 
force,  and  gays  as  an  integral  part  of  national  life. 

In  summary,  the  battle  in  Santa  Clara  County  is  a  contest  for  far  more  than  two  local 
ordinances,  it  is  a  part  of  the  national  struggle  for  gay  freedom.  It  is  a  contest  for  the  80s 
between  gays  and  their  friends  and  the  vicious  forces  of  anti-gay  bigotry.  Much  can  be 
won,  must  can  be  lost. 

I  ask  gays  and  their  friends  everywhere  to  help  us  in  our  time  of  need,  in  our  time  of 
darkness. 

****** 

The  SCVCHR  is  urgently  in  need  of  donations  to  wage  its  electoral  defense  of  the  or¬ 
dinances.  The  anti-gays  have  strong  financial  resources  and  are  well  organized.  For  the 
SCVCHR  to  win  a  full  scale  grass  roots  campaign  is  being  waged,  but  it  needs  money!! 
Please  don’t  let  us  be  crushed  by  the  forces  of  bigotry.  Send  your  contribution  to  the  Santa 
Clara  Valley  Coaltion  for  Human  Rights,  P.O.  Box  2066,  San  Jose,  CA  95109. 


“Speaking  Out”  is  the  column  designed  for  the  benefit  of  GCN  readers.  It  is  part  of  our 
continuing  effort  to  provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion  for  the  community.  We  encourage 
you  to  send  your  thoughts,  ideas,  feelings  and  comments  to  us  and  we  encourage  you  to 
respond  to  any  ideas  expressed  in  this  space.  The  opinions  expressed  in  “Speaking  Out” 
do  not  necessarily  reflect  the  views  of  the  newspaper,  the  staff  or  the  advertisers.  Write 
c/o  Speaking  Out,  GCN,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108. 


need  to  march  on  Washington  (and  elsewhere); 
we  do  need  to  protest  our  treatment  in  the  media; 
etc. 

From  your  letter  it  sounds  like  you  are  far 
from  politically  inactive.  You  have  probably 
made  more  contributions  to  gay  liberation  than 
the  average  gay  person.  But  if  you  can’t  take 
credit  for  the  times  you  have  spoken  up  when 
you  could  have  been  silent,  if  you  can’t  distin¬ 
guish  cowardice  from  good  judgment,  then  —  in 
a  subtle  way,  to  be  sure  —  you  are  on  an  ego¬ 
trip.  No  one  of  us  is  powerful  enough  to  fight 
every  fight  that  presents  itself.  That’s  what  the 
idea  of  community  is  all  about.  We  need  each 
other. 

And,  lest  the  point  be  lost  amidst  my  pugilistic 
metaphors,  let  me  say  that  a  great  deal  of  what 
needs  to  be  done  isn’t  even  a  matter  of  fighting. 
It’s  a  matter  of  love  —  love  of  each  other  and 
ourselves,  and  love  for  our  fellow  human  beings 
who  often  act  out  of  ignorance  and  fear.  They 
don’t  need  turn-the-other-cheek 

“understanding”;  they  need  education  through 
the  visible,  outspoken  assertion  of  who  we  are  as 
part  of  the  human  community.  And  they  need  to 
know  that,  while  sometimes  we  have  to  bide  our 
time  for  tactical  reasons,  we  are  no  longer  going 
to  compound  our  oppression  by  turning  our  legi¬ 
timate  anger  against  ourselves. 

Sincerely, 

Joel  D.  Hencken 
Boston,  MA 


helpful 

Dear  Edit  Persons: 

I  have  read  and  pondered  the  request  of  Mar¬ 
cia  Womongold  in  last  week’s  paper.  It  seems 
that  there  is  surely  a  fair  and  equitable  —  not  to 
say  sisterly  —  solution  to  her  problem.  Might  I 
be  so  forward  as  to  suggest  that  Somewhere  (and 
perhaps  the  other  clubs  frequented  by  Womon¬ 
gold)  should  institute  a  policy  used  by  many 
clubs  in  Appalachia  and  the  Southwest:  all  guns 
and  weapons  are  checked  at  the  door.  This  is  a 
preventative  against  bloodshed  and  against  mad¬ 
cap  firing  of  tear  gas  bombs  in  the  toilet  stalls. 

Hope  I’ve  been  helpful. 

Bunny  LaRue 
Somerville,  MA 


GCN  welcomes  letters  to  “Community 
Voices”.  If  at  all  possible,  your  letters 
should  be  typed  and  double-spaced. 
Anonymous  letters  will  not  be  pub¬ 
lished,  but  names  will  be  withheld  upon 
request.  Letters  should  be  addressed  to 
Community  Voices,  GCN,  22  Bromfield 
St.,  Boston,  MA  02108. 


Dutch  Move  Against  U.S. 
Laws  Barring  Gay  Foreigners 
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of  Homosexuality  COC,  it  was  re¬ 
ported  that  “none  of  the  tourists 
revealed  that  they  in  fact  were 
gay;  all  were  very  surprised  at  the 
action  and  professed  not  to  know 
any  law  barring  homosexuals 
from  getting  entrance  visas  to  the 
US.” 

It  was  reported  by  COC  that  the 
airport  action  was  widely  covered 
by  the  Dutch  newspapers  and  elec¬ 
tronic  media,  as  well  as  by  some 
newspapers  internationally.  It  was 
also  reported  that  “airport  police 
undertook  no  action  against  the 
activists  in  police  drag.” 

Action  by  Parliament 

The  news  regarding  the  ineligi¬ 
bility  of  lesbian  and  gay  aliens  to 
obtain  entrance  visas  was  reported 
to  the  Dutch  people  at  the  end  of 
December  last  year.  Almost  im¬ 
mediately,  COC  addressed  a  letter 
to  Dutch  Foreign  Minister  Van 
Der  Klaauw  in  which  it  was  re¬ 
quested  that  he  write  a  letter  to 
Secretary  Vance  urging  the  with¬ 
drawal  of  the  anti-gay  restriction 
immediately.  Van  der  Klaauw  was 
also  requested  to  demand  of  the 
American  ambassador,  Geri  M. 
Joseph,  that  she  refrain  from  har¬ 
assing  Dutch  applicants  for  visas 
with  questions  about  their  sexual¬ 
ity. 

In  early  January,  the  COC  and 
the  Labor  Parly  Gay  Group  were 


approached  by  a  Labor  Party 
member  of  the  Dutch  Parliament, 
Harry  van  den  Bergh,  who  pro¬ 
posed  the  circulation  of  a  letter 
among  members  of  Parliament. 
The  letter,  he  suggested  would  ex¬ 
press  the  members’  “disturbance” 
over  U.S.  immigration  policy  and 
seek  a  withdrawal  of  the  restric¬ 
tion  on  lesbian  and  gay  visitors. 
The  letter,  van  den  Bergh  sug¬ 
gested,  would  also  seek  the  enact¬ 
ment  of  legislation  by  the  U.S. 
Congress  which  would  ensure  a 
ban  on  such  discrimination. 

Van  den  Bergh ’s  initiative  was 
also  taken  on  behalf  of  Liberal 
Party  member  of  Parliament  Ed 
Nijpels,  whose  support,  combined 
with  that  of  the  Liberal  Party  Gay 
Group,  is  virtually  certain  to  bring 
sufficient  pressure  on  Van  der 
Klaauw  to  guarantee  a  strong  re¬ 
action  in  a  letter  to  the  American 
government.  It  is  hoped  by  the 
COC  that  the  individuals  and 
groups  allied  with  them  that  at 
least  130  of  the  150  Dutch  Parli¬ 
ament  members  will  affix  their  sig¬ 
natures  to  that  letter. 

Van  den  Bergh  will  seek  a  hear¬ 
ing  before  the  U.S.  Select  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Immigration  and  Refu¬ 
gee  Policy,  which  is  holding  public 
hearings  on  the  immigration  issue. 
He  and  other  members  of  the 
Dutch  Parliament  will  be  in  New 
York  on  Feb.  4  and  in  Washing¬ 


ton  on  Feb.  5.  Before  departing 
The  Netherlands,  van  den  Bergh 
and  the  other  members  of  Parlia¬ 
ment  plan  to  seek  support  for  a 
similar  letter  to  the  U.S.  govern¬ 
ment  in  the  Council  of  Europe. 

The  letter  proposed  by  van  den 
Bergh  reads,  in  part: 

We  consider  the  right  of  each  in¬ 
dividual  to  experience  his  or  her 
sexuality  in  his  or  her  own  way,  as 
a  matter  which  belongs  to  a  per¬ 
son’s  private  domain,  and  as  such 
an  undeniable  right  of  every  per¬ 
son.  It  follows  from  that,  that  the 
United  States  ought  not  to  let  the 
question  of  a  foreign  visitor’s  eli¬ 
gibility  for  a  visa  depend,  among 
other  things,  on  his  or  her  sexual 
orientation.  Apart  from  that,  in 
our  opinion,  the  Immigration  Law 
also  clashes  with  the  free  traffic  of 
persons.  This  is  an  international 
principle,  which  gained  fresh  mo¬ 
mentum  from  the  Helsinki  Agree¬ 
ment.  We  are  of  the  opinion  that 
as  champions  of  this  agreement  the 
United  States  ought  to  follow  this 
principle  also  in  this  matter. 

So  far,  Ambassador  Joseph  has 
refused  to  see  a  delegation  from 
the  Dutch  Parliament  seeking  to 
discuss  the  issue  with  her.  Dutch 
lesbians  and  gay  men  plan  to  or¬ 
ganize  a  demonstration  at  the 
American  Consulate  if  she  again 
declines  to  see  van  den  Bergh  and 
his  associates. 


LAGMA  Makes  Strides 
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that  gay  organizations  often  as¬ 
sume  that  the  Globe  will  not  list 
their  events.  LAGMA  member 
Eric  Rofes,  however,  said  that  he 
knew  of  at  least  15  rejections  of 
gay  events  from  Calendar. 

Members  of  LAGMA  urged 
that  gays  in  general  news  be  iden¬ 
tified  as  such.  Rofes  pointed  out 
that  gays  have  a  history  of  invisi¬ 
bility.  “We  need  to  be  visible,”  he 
said,  “and  upfront  gays  should  be 
identified  as  such  to  show  people 
that  upfront  gays  are  productive 
members  of  society.”  Another 
person  added,  “I’m  tired  of  just 
reading  it  [news  of  open  gays]  in 
one  of  my  alternative  presses.” 

McLaughlin,  however,  felt  that 
a  person’s  sexual  orientation 
should  be  specified  only  when  it  is 
“germane”  to  the  story.  He  added 
that  the  Globe  should  print  more 
gay  stories,  but  said  that  “to 


expect  that  the  Globe  will  report 
legislative  events  the  way  GCN  does 
is  ludicrous  ...  I  have  to  know 
what  can  and  can’t  be  done  and 
divorce  myself  from  political  con¬ 
siderations.” 

McLaughlin  offered  several 
suggestions  for  “raising  consci¬ 
ousness”  at  the  Globe.  He  agreed 
to  talk  with  individual  reporters 
when  objectionable  articles  ap¬ 
peared.  He  urged  LAGMA  to 
meet  with  Globe  writers,  assuring 
the  group  that  many  writers  would 
be  interested  in  such  a  meeting. 
McLaughlin  also  noted  that  in¬ 
stead  of  demanding  that  the  Globe 
write  articles,  LAGMA  should 
suggest  specific  ideas  or  submit 
stories.  Compelling  articles,  he 
said,  would  be  given  serious  con¬ 
sideration.  Finally,  he  said, 
“When  an  obnoxious  Ann  Lan¬ 
ders  column  appears,  bury  the 
place  with  letter.”  McLaughlin 


stressed  that  he  should  not  be  the 
only  person  at  the  Globe  for  the 
gay  community  to  contact,  but 
that  “when  all  else  fails,  you 
ought  to  be  able  to  call  me.” 

LAGMA  Co-Chairperson 
Diane  Greene  expressed  satisfac¬ 
tion  after  the  group’s  first  meeting 
with  McLaughlin.  She  said  that 
“he  sounds  like  he’s  going  to  be 
accountable.  There  was  no  sense 
that  we  were  being  placated, 
nodded  to.”  LAGMA  members 
did  acknowledge  that  Globe  cov¬ 
erage  had  improved  during  the 
past  two  to  three  months. 

LAGMA  urges  widespread 
community  participation  if  its  ef¬ 
forts  are  to  be  successful.  The 
group  has  a  24-hour  answering 
service  at  (617)  367-9000.  By  mail, 
write  LAGMA  c/o  Gay  Commun¬ 
ity  News,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Bos¬ 
ton,  M A  02108. 


Boston  Shopper's  Guide 


Judge  Rules  on  Hyde 

Continued  from  Page  1  went  through  many  months  of 


The  recent  ruling  by  Judge 
Dooling  has  begun  to  alter  the  pic¬ 
ture.  By  ordering  that  Medicaid 
fund  “medically  necessary”  abor¬ 
tions,  he  re-opened  the  door  to 
medically  safe  abortions  for  thou¬ 
sands  of  women.  He  defined 
“medically  necessary”  as  those 
abortions  “that  are  necessary  in 
the  professional  judgment  of  the 
pregnant  woman’s  attending 
physician,  exercised  in  the  light  of 
all  factors,  physical,  emotional, 
psychological,  familial,  and  the 
woman’s  age,  relevant  to  the 
health-related  well-being  of  the 
pregnant  woman.” 

It  is  fairly  certain  that  the  gov¬ 
ernment  will  appeal  the  ruling  and 
t  t  therefore  this  case  will  be 
heard  before  the  U.S.  Supreme 
Court.  Nancy  Gertner,  the  Boston 
lawyer  involved  in  the  pro-choice 
abortion  rights  litigation  in  Mas¬ 
sachusetts,  believes  that  there  will 
not  be  a  decision  from  that  court 
for  another  year  and  a  half.  Until 
then,  women  will  be  feeling  the 
impact  of  Judge  Dooling’s  ruling. 
Gertner  went  on  to  say,  “The 
recent  decision  on  the  McCrae 
case  has  decided  the  issue  for  Mas¬ 
sachusetts.  By  invalidating  the 
Hyde  Amendment  the  court  has  in 
effect  told  the  state  that  they  can¬ 
not  enforce  their  restrictions  of 
Medicaid  funding  for  abortion. 
Women  who  are  on  Medicaid  in 
this  state  can  get  medically  neces¬ 
sary  abortions  paid  for.” 

As  Gertner  pointed  out,  one  of 
the  most  interesting  things  about 
the  law  in  Massachusetts  is  that  it 
has  never  been  implemented.  In 
1977,  the  Doyle-Flynn  legislation 
restricting  state  Medicaid  funds 
for  abortion  was  first  introduced. 
With  overwhelming  support  for  it 
in  the  House,  and  strong  opposi¬ 
tion  to  it  in  the  Senate,  the  bill 

Hundreds 
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ing  a  knife  to  the  throat  of 
another  woman  with  the  caption 
“Someboy  loves  Emily .  .  .  too 
much.” 

NALGF  and  NGTF  also  called 
for  positive  lesbian  and  gay  films 
as  well  as  an  end  to  self-censorship 
by  gay  filmmakers  and  producers 
in  Hollywood.  Oxenberg  told 
GCN  that  there  must  be  a  “cli¬ 
mate  created  where  gay  film¬ 
makers  and  producers  can  feel 
free  to  express  a  gay  sensibility  in 
their  works  and  where  this  aspect 
of  human  experience  is  no  longer 
censored.” 

In  addition,  Oxenberg  and  Vito 
Russo  gave  a  presentation  on  the 
history  of  lesbian  images  in  Holly- 


battle.  As  long  as  Michael  Dukak¬ 
is  was  governor  of  Massachusetts, 
pro-choice  advocates  were  assured 
that  the  bill  would  never  become 
law.  The  election  of  Governor  Ed 
King  changed  all  of  that,  and  last 
year  this  state’s  Medicaid  restric¬ 
tions  became  law.  Immediate  and 
persistent  challenges  in  the  court 
brought  injunctions  against  its 
implementation,  however. 

At  the  same  time,  other  very 
restrictive  anti-abortion  legislation 
has  not  only  been  enacted,  but  it  is 
also  being  enforced.  Nancy 
Wechsler  of  Public  Workers  for 
Choice  points  out  that  “the  Dool¬ 
ing  ruling  specifically  and  only  ad¬ 
dresses  the  issue  of  Medicaid 
funding  for  abortions.  As  public 
employees  in  this  state  we  still  face 
the  restrictive  law  which  cuts  off 
the  use  of  our  health  insurance 
money  for  abortion  services.  This 
is  one  concrete  example  of  the  fact 
that  anti-abortion  groups  are 
working  on  many  fronts  at  the 
same  time.” 

Other  abortion  rights  activists, 
while  pleased  with  and  encour¬ 
aged  by  the  Dooling  decision,  also 
warn  against  over-enthusiasm. 
They  know  that  the  legal  struggle 
is  not  yet  over  in  this  case,  and 
they  are  aware  of  the  stated  goal 
of  anti-abortion  forces  to  com¬ 
pletely  outlaw  all  abortions  by 
securing  the  passage  of  a  “Human 
Life  Amendment”  to  the  U.S. 
Constitution.  Madge  Kaplan  said, 
“We  can  not  fall  into  the  trap  of 
thinking  that  our  job  is  over,  or 
that  we  can  now  leave  everything 
to  the  courts.  It  is  as  important  as 
ever  to  continue  the  work  of 
building  a  visible  and  vocal  abor¬ 
tion  and  reproductive  rights 
movement  in  this  city,  state,  and 
country.” 

Protest 

wood  films.  They  pointed  out  that 
numerous  stereotypes  have  in¬ 
cluded  the  lesbian  as  killer,  the 
suicidal  lesbian,  the  predatory  les¬ 
bian  and  the  repressed  spinster. 
Jane  Meyers  spoke  about  Holly¬ 
wood  censorship  of  lesbian  and 
gay  themes  in  connection  with  her 
film  production  of  Rita  Mae 
Brown’s  novel  Rubyfruit  Jungle. 

Arthur  Bell  of  the  Village 
Voice,  contacted  byGCM  said  that 
“the  movie  is  so  rotten  that  it’s 
going  to  close  early,”  but  the  pro¬ 
test  will  have  a  “larger  effect  on 
the  treatment  of  gay  people  in 
Hollywood  films.”  Bell  added 
that  “the  bottom  line  is  the  box 
office  and  when  a  picture  doesn’t 
do  well,  it’s  to  our  advantage.” 


Women's 
Emporium" 

Crafts,  Funky 
Furniture  &  Clothes 
Tues.-Sat.  11-6 
661-2059 

53  RIVER  ST.  CENTRAL  SQUARE 
CAMBRIDGE,  MA. 


PERMANENT 
HAIR  REMOVAL 


AT  REASONABLE  RATES 
FOR  MEN  AND  WOMEN 


LINDA  DIANE  JEFFERSON 
120  SUTHERLAND  RD.  #3 
BRIGHTON,  MASS.  02135 
CALL:  734-5777 


US€D  ! 

SOUND  > 


Boston’s  largast  daalar 
in  used  stsrso  components 
at  UNBELIEVABLE  PRICES! 
Prs-tsstsd  &  Guaranteed. 
We  buy,  sell,  trade  &  repair. 
Hours: 

Mon  thru  Frt  10-5:30 
Sat  10-5,  Thurs  10-8 
225  Newbury  St.,  Boston 
Oft  Copley  Sq.  247-7707 


-PEERLESS- 

Roofing.  Tar  & 
Gravel.  Asphalt 
Shingles.  Slate  & 
Gutters.  Chimneys. 
Interior  &  Exterior 
Remodeling 

547-7346 


Save  this  Ad  10%  Discount 
for  repairs  only 

LESTER'S  T.V. 

TV-Radio-Phones-Hifi-Color 

Expert  Repair  &  T.V.  &  Stereo  —  at  lowest 
prices  ANYWHERE!  Outside  antenna  installa¬ 
tion  a  specialty  Mass  Tech.  Lie.  981. 

Old  fashioned  service  at  an  honest  price! 

Free  Pickup  and  Delivery 

15  REVERE  ST.,  BEACON  HILL 
Boston  Tel.  523-2187 


.CORNER  OF  NEWBURY  AND 
HEREFORD  STREETS  BOSTON,  MA  021 16 
TELEPHONE  266-0300 


Janus  House 

Individual,  group  &  couple 
therapy  for  lesbian  women 

Serving  the  community  since  1974 
661-2537  Cambridge,  MA 


FINE  SCREEN  PRINTING 

RALPH  BULLOWA 

617-42-6-4031  10  NOpK 

T-SHIRTS,  BANNERS,  f 
POSTERS,  SIGNS 


(KIN  needs  help  in  the  da\time  with 
simple  bookkeeping  and  other  office 
chores.  No  experience  necesaurx  —  ju*i 
enthusiasm.  Call  Mike  or  Richard  at 
426-1469. 


SOUND 

WAVE 

SYSTEMS 

Audio  repair  and 
systems  for  hire.  Call 
evenings: 

in  Mass.  617/445-8551 
In  N.H.  603/888-0992 


Gay  Community  News,  February  2,  1980 


Page  7 


think  straight 
be  Gay 


COMING  OUT,  Jeffrey  Weeks  $6.95 

BLACK  UNICORN,  Audre  Lorde  3.95 

GAY  PLAYS,  from  Avon  3.50 

ALL  TRUE  LOVERS,  Aldridge  5.95 

BERRICAN,  Gingerlox  5.50 

WALLS  TO  ROSES  (LP),  important 

new  gay  men’s  album  7.98 


Send  250  to  receive  catalog  (212)  255-8097 

OscarWilde  Memorial  Bookshop 


15  Christopher  Street,  New  York  City  10014 


Mass  Bay 

COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 

announces  new  offerings 
individuals ,  couples  and 
group  counseling. 

NEWTON  CORNER,  MASS. 

(off  the  Mass.  Pike) 

617/965-1311  for  appt. 

NEW  OFFERINGS 


ONGOING  SPECIAL  PROGRAMS 

•  Couples  group 

•  Single  men’s  group 

•  Pathways  —  encounter 
weekends  for  gay  couples 

•  Children  of  gay  parents  group 

•  Married  couples  group  —  gay,  bi-, 
straight,  partner. 

•  Seminars,  workshops, 
education  and  training 


•  Vocational  and  career  counseling 

•  Mid-life  career  change  counseling 

•  Counseling  for  the  deaf 
(write  for  details) 

•  Alcohol  programs 

•  Men’s  liberation  rap  groups 
Gay,  bisexual  and  straight  males 
(no  charge) 

•  Optimum  health  counseling 

•  Issues  and  problems  of  the  gay 
male  lifestyle  (8  sessions) 

•  Group  discussions. 


\ 

DISCUSS  YOUR  AUTOMOBILE  NEEDS 
IN  A  RELAXED  ATMOSPHERE  . . . 


ROBERT  ARON 

CONSULTANT  AND  SALES  REPRESENTATIVE 

Please  call  for  an  appointment 

617/924-8100 

PETER  FULLER  OLDSMOBILE 

43  N.  BEACON  ST.  ON  THE  SQUARE 
WATERTOWN,  MASS. 

Convenient  to  all  Public  Transportation 

- 


The  North  Shore  Gay  Alliance 
is  Proud  to  Present: 

v 

Gay  History  Week 


For  the  first  time  anywhere  several  noted  archivists,  historians  and  lec¬ 
turers  have  been  gathered  to  present  their  view  on  their  own  particular 
works  in  the  field  of  gay  history.  NSGA  now  invites  you  to  participate  in  this 
important  event  which  will  shed  new  light  on  the  roles  of  gay  people  in 
American  history.  We,  as  gay  people,  have  a  heritage  as  rich  and  varied  as 
any  other  culture.  We  invite  you  to  come,  listen  and  learn  something  about 
our  gay  ancestors  and,  perhaps,  something  about  ourselves. 


Monday,  Feb.  18 

Deborah  Edel  and  Joan  Nestle,  archivists  and  cofounders  of 
the  Lesbian  Herstory  Archives  in  New  York,  will  speak  on: 
“Preserving  Our  Herstory” 

7:30  PM  Witches  Loft,  Lyceum  Restaurant 
41  Church  Street,  Salem,  MA 
Cash  Bar  Available 

Thursday,  Feb.  21 

John  D’Emilio,  gay  activist  and  doctoral  student  at  Columbia 
University,  will  speak  about:  “Capitalism  and  Gay  Identity: 
Where  Gay  People  Came  From.” 

7:30  PM  Salem  Five  Auditorium 
210  Essex  Street  Mall,  Salem,  MA 


Tuesday,  Feb.  19 

Tia  Cross,  noted  photographer  and  historian,  will  speak  about: 
“Lesbian  Photographers  of  the  19th  and  20th  Centuries.” 

7:30  PM  Witches  Loft,  Lyceum  Restaurant 
41  Church  Street,  Salem,  MA 
Cash  Bar  Available 


Friday,  Feb.  22 

Johnathan  Katz,  author  of  Coming  Out,  editor  of  Gay 
American  History,  and  general  series  editor  of  Arno  Press 
Reprints  of  Gay  Literature,  will  speak  on:  “Sodomitical  Sins 
and  Abominable  Sinners  in  Colonial  New  England.” 

7:30  PM  First  Parish  Unitarian  Church 
225  Cabot  Street,  Beverly,  MA 


All  lectures  are  admission  free  and  are  open  to  everyone. 

Hope  to  see  you  all  there!! 


For  more  Information ,  call  North  Shore  Gay  Alliance  at  (617)  745-6966  or  927-2605 

or  write  NSGA  at  PO  Box  806 ,  Marblehead ,  MA  01 945 . 


Edited  By  Joe  Interrante  and  Mike  Riegle 

On  December  14,  1979,  Boston  area  lesbians  and  gay  men 
saw  a  new  film  by  Guy  Hocquenghem  and  Lionel  Soukaz,  La 
Race  E'Ep:  Un  siecle  d'images  de  Vhomosexualite.  As 
Hocquenghem  says  in  the  following  conversation,  the  film 
addresses  the  problem  of  historical  memory  within  the  gay 
movement.  Combining  fantasy  and  factual  reportage,  it 
examines  four  points  in  our  history:  the  life  of  the  celebrated 
turn-of-the-century  photographer  of  Sicilian  youth,  Baron  von 
Gloeden;  Magnus  Hirschfeld  and  gay  culture  and  politics  in 
Germany  in  the  1930s;  the  liberalization  of  customs  and  gay 
behavior  in  the  1960s;  and  contemporary  gay  culture.  Race 
D'Ep  is,  as  the  filmmakers  state  in  a  press  release  for  the  film, 
a  contribution  to  the  recovery  of  our  history,  one  attempt  to 
break  through  the  restrictive  silences  imposed  on  gay  men’s 
existence.  (As  Hocquenghem  has  consistently  emphasized,  his 
work  does  not  address  lesbian  issues,  since  they  are  quite 
different.) 

One  question  which  the  film  raises  concerns  the  tension 
between  the  emergence  of  gay  identity  and  culture,  and  its 
organization  through  scientific  discourse  (Hirschfeld)  and 
consumerism  (von  Gloeden  and  the  current  situation). 
Hocquenghem  has  been  interested  in  this  question  for  some 
time.  His  Homosexual  Desire  (published  in  France  in  1972  and 
translated  into  English  in  1978)  addressed  the  problem  in  its 
opening  line:  “The  problem  is  not  so  much  homosexual  desire 
as  the  fear  of  homosexuality  .  .  .”  The  division  between 
“normal”  and  “deviant”  behavior,  he  argued,  was  neither 
natural  nor  given,  but  an  historical  creation  which  regulated 
same-sex  activity.  Moving  from  this  point,  the  book  examined 
the  role  which  male  homosexuality  as  a  social  category  played 
in  patriarchal  and  capitalist  society,  particularly  its  effects  on 
individual  members  of  that  society.  Similarly,  Race  D'Ep 
examines  the  impact  which  different  definitions  of  homo¬ 
sexuality  —  as  a  sickness  and  as  a  lifestyle  —  have  had  on  gay 
consciousness  and  gay  politics. 

Hocquenghem  has  been  active  in  gay  politics  in  France 
since  1968.  He  has  written  numerous  articles  for  French  publi¬ 
cations,  a  collection  of  which  appeared  in  1977  as  La  Derive 
Homosexuelle.  More  recently,  he  published  La  France  des 
mil  is  ( France  of  the  Half-Breeds).  He  currently  teaches  philo¬ 
sophy  at  the  University  of  Vincennes,  near  Paris.  Lionel 
Soukaz  is  a  filmmaker  who  has  helped  to  organize  gay  film 
festivals  in  Berlin,  Amsterdam  and  Paris.  His  previous  films 
include  Lolo  Megalo  (1975),  Boy  Friend  I  and  II  (1977),  and 
Le  Sexe  des  Anges  (1978). 

The  day  after  the  film’s  showing,  GCN  interviewed 
Hocquenghem  about  the  film  and  about  current  developments, 
in  gay  culture  and  politics.  Soukaz  joined  the  conversation  for 
a  brief  time.  Other  participants  in  the  conversation  were  John 
Collis  (who  was  visiting  Boston  at  the  time  from  Canberra, 
Australia),  Joseph  Interrante,  Raphael  and  Charley  Shively. 
The  conversation  was  transcribed  and  edited  by  Joe  Interrante 
and  Mike  Riegle. 

Jl:  1  have  a  question  about  the  structure  of  the  film.  I  really 
felt  that  the  film  was  in  two  parts  rather  than  four.  The  first 
starts  with  an  individual,  looking  at  the  contradictions  in  his 
the  I  Baron’s  activity,  and  1  then  moves  to  a  social  movement. 
And  the  second  half  starts  with  what  was,  in  some  ways,  a 
social  movement  and  then  moves  down  to  individuals.  I  was 
wondering  why  you  choose  to  do  it  that  way. 

GH:  We  had  a  simple  reason  for  making  this  film.  It  was:  why 
this  silent  period  between  the  end  of  the  German  movement 
and  something  happening  in  the  1960s,  which  was  not  in  the 
beginning  a  movement  but  at  least  a  liberalization  in  customs? 
Why  this  silent  period  about  any  homosexual  or  gay  love  or 
even  social  life,  not  even  speaking  of  movements  or  politics?  I 
don’t  see  the  1960s  part  of  the  film  as  about  a  social 
movement.  There  is  only  one  period  in  the  past  where  there 
really  has  been  a  social  and  political  gay  movement.  It’s 
Germany  in  the  1930s.  You  don’t  have  any  other  country  in 
the  world,  except  the  U.S.  now,  in  which  you  had  a  similar 
experience.  It’s  something  to  think  about.  It’s  why  we  began 
with  that. 

I  just  read  a  text  a  few  minutes  ago  about  Bent  which  is,  I 
think,  dealing  with  the  same  problem,  the  problem  of  memory 
inside  the  gay  movement.  It  was  referring  to  the  same  period 
Germany  ( in  the  1930s because  it  was)  the  only  one  you  can 
refer  to  as  something  which  has  been  completely  forgotten. 
Which  is  our  problem.  And  I  saw  a  letter  [Andrea  Dworkin, 
“An  Open  Letter  to  Martin  Sherman,”  GCN,  Vol.  7  No.  22  ] 
which  said  that  you  don’t  have  to  make  a  hierarchy  between 
the  victims  of  the  concentration  camps,  and  that  you  don’t 
have  to  choose  between  Jews  and  homosexuals,  for  instance. 
And  I  was  thinking  that  the  problem  was  not  whether  some 
people  did  suffer  more  in  the  camps  —  obviously  it  was  the 
same  thing  for  everybody.  The  problem  is  why  it  is  forgotten 
in  one  case  and  not  in  the  other  one  —  that’s  a  real  problem. 
And  1  think  that  any  historical  work  coming  from  the  gay 
movement  necessarily  begins  from  this  point.  It  is  our 
reference  point  as  a  historical  movement. 


JC:  Do  you  think  the  problem  is  related  to  the  reason  why 
there  was  a  social  movement  in  Germany  in  the  1920s? 

GH:  Yes,  of  course. 

JC:  Because  that  seems  to  have  been  a  period  of  great 
affluence.  With  great  affluence  came  great  liberalization  of 
people’s  interests.  It  was  also  a  period  when  everybody 
thought  science  was  going  to  be  the  answer  to  all  the  world's 
problems,  that  all  you’d  have  to  do  was  make  some  scientific 
analysis  of  it,  collate  facts  and  soon  there  would  be  a  solution. 
And  in  the  1930s,  after  the  depression,  any  social  movement 
that  was  somehow  deviant,  or  opposed  social  structures  that 
were  going  to  support  getting  capital  back  on  its  feet,  were 
simply  repressed. 

GH:  Well,  I  think  that  if  there  would  be  something  like  an 
increasing  economic  crisis,  homosexuals  would  be  the  best 
victims,  for  several  reasons  that  were  also  true  about  the  Jews 
in  the  1930s.  One  of  these  is  the  mythical  economic  power  of 
homosexuals.  People  in  the  streets  think  homosexuals  are  rich 
people,  which  is  not  true,  but  they  are  living  in  such  a  way  or 
they  are  spending  their  money  in  such  a  way,  that  this  appears 
to  be  true  and  is  held  against  them.  They  are,  in  a  way,  person¬ 
ifying  a  kind  of  “immorality,”  an  economical,  daily-life 
immorality:  “When  people  are  suffering,  they  are  dancing,” 
or  something  like  that  —  which  is  not  so  well  appreciated  by 
many  people. 

However,  I’m  not  sure  that  the  classical  concept  of  crisis 
is  appropriate  for  our  times.  Things  are  more  complicated 
than  that,  involving  gay  culture  and  the  gay  market,  and  gay 
capitalism  —  which  is  not  gay  in  fact.  It’s  mainly  hetero¬ 
sexuals.  Gays  are  more  and  more  considered  by  a  part  of  the 
existing  capitalist  society  as  a  possible  target  to  increase 
economic  conversion  to  a  new  economy  based  more  on 
consummerism,  a  quicker  and  quicker  rotation  of  the 
economy  itself.  It’s  as  if  gayness,  or  gay  ghettos  or  gay 
activities  or  the  gay  social  model,  were  in  the  center  of  this 
crisis  at  the  same  time  as  there  is  a  certain  potential  for  capital¬ 
ism  to  renew  itself,  showing  that  it  is  able  to  make  use  of  a 
situation  where  there  are  no  “moral”  restraints  on  what 
people  can  buy,  which  is  something  incredible  and  which  never 
happened  before  in  history.  Society  without  any  kind  of 
religious  or  sexual  proscriptions  would  be  absolutely  new, 
that’s  obvious.  It’s  not  yet  the  time,  but  it’s  a  possible  way  of 
making  a  new  market. 

The  point  I  want  to  stress  is,  why  can’t  we  remember  the 
German  situation?  Why  such  a  long  time  before  any  report  on 
that,  from  David  Thorstad  1  and  John  Lauritsen,  The  Early 
Homosexual  Rights  Movement  (1864-193i)]  in  74,  and  then  in 
a  play  five  years  later,  and  in  our  not-so-well  known  movie? 
It’s  been  vague  information  until  now.  Why  is  that?  Well, 
there  is  a  good  reason  for  that.  If  it’s  possible  to  suppress  any 
proof,  any  report,  any  evidence  of  the  homosexual  genocide, 
it’s  proof  that  you  can  do  it  again. 

CS:  I  wanted  to  ask  you  about  the  concentration  camps.  The 
concentration  camps  also  included  thieves,  who  had  a  green 


triangle,  and  communists,  who  had  a  red  triangle.  It  seems  to 
mfc  that  there  is  a  considerable  effort  to  “clean  up”  the  gay 
community,  to  “decriminalize”  homosexuality,  to  argue  that 
homosexuals  are  not  in  a  class  with  schizophrenics,  that  we're 
“healthy,”  we’re  not  criminal.  It  seems  to  me  that  this  is  a 
more  dangerous  movement  inside  our  movement  than  the 
overt  oppression.  Do  you  have  anything  to  say  about  that? 

GH:  Many  things.  You  know,  we  always  have  the  same 
problems.  Do  we  think  that  if  the  gay  community  were  per¬ 
fectly  “clean,”  this  would  suppress  the  contradiction  between 
the  gay  community  and  “normal”  society? 

There  is  a  new  contradiction  inside  the  gay  community, 
which  is  that  it’s  becoming  more  ‘modalized’,  to  use  a 
technical  term.  I’m  referring  to  the  clone  system,  or  any  kind 
of  system  like  it.  The  gay  ghetto  is  not  a  real  integration  of 
gays  into  society.  It’s  just  a  concentration  of  the  gay  popula¬ 
tion.  I  think  there  are  reasons  for  this  ‘modalization’.  The  first 
reason  is  that  the  model  which  has  been  chosen,  whether  it’s 
the  clone  model  or  whatever,  is  related  to  a  certain  sexual 
excess,  which  in  recent  times  has  been  the  S&M  one.  It’s  very 
strange  because  we  might  have  imagined  some  years  ago,  in  the 
50s  for  example,  that  there  would  be  more  and  more  people 
forming  couples.  But  something  different  happened.  People 
are  going  to  bars  and  fucking  more  and  more  in,  let’s  say, 
‘orgiastic’  conditions,  which  are  mostly  just  a  commercial 
gimmick.  But  this  commercial  fad  is  very  difficult  for  straight 
society  to  accept.  They  are  shocked  more  and  more  by  the  fact 
that  people  who  seem  to  be  perfectly  petty-bourgeois,  middle- 
class,  correctly  dressed,  masculine  types,  are  going  to  these 
bars  and  being  fist-fucked  or  whatever.  They  see  that  as  a 
contradiction,  I’m  sure.  So  there  is  this  first  contradiction 
between  a  more  and  more  commercialized  and  stereotyped  gay 
society  and  the  fact  that  promiscuous  sexual  behavior  is  not 
possible  publicly,  let’s  say,  as  an  image.  So  they  have  to  lie,  to 
go  on  in  a  certain  way  hiding  a  part  of  their  lives.  They  can’t  be 
perfectly  “normal”  in  their  gayness.  I  wanted  to  say  that 
because  personally  I  find  the  gay  ghetto  very  oppressive.  At 
the  same  time  I  don’t  want  to  be  moralistic  about  it.  I  think 
that  it’s  great  that  people  can  have  any  anonymous  sex  that 
they  want. 

R:  Are  you  saying  that  the  basis  for  homophobia  has  to  do 
with  the  commercial  excesses  of  gays  and  some  of  their  sexual 
behavior  you  see  as  being  extreme  —  fist-fucking  or  man-boy 
love?  Are  you  saying  that  if  there  were  just  relationships,  that 
that  would  be  more  likely  to  be  accepted  by  outside  society? 
GH:  Certainly.  The  gay  community,  gay  social  life,  is  always 
trying  something  new,  just  because  it  wants  something  new. 
And  so  they  want  more  sex,  and  more  and  more  and  more. 
And  they  are  going  too  far  to  be  really  good  mannered,  middle 
class  people.  At  the  same  time,  you  know,  it’s  commercial.  It’s 
harmless  socially,  let’s  say,  to  be  fucking  in  a  back  room  or 
anywhere.  It’s  not  in  the  street  exactly,  it’s  not  a  street 
disorder,  so  it’s  OK.  And  there  is  something  about  that,  in  a 
certain  way  these  kinds  of  sexual  fantasies  are  the  typical  ones 
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of  any  male  American.  So  it’s  not  a  contradiction  itself.  The 
only  problem  is  a  certain  hypocrisy  about  that  which  is  going 
on  now,  and  which  is  a  contradiction.  Because  in  itself 
backroom  sex  isn’t  harmful.  It  harms  you  more,  of  course,  if 
somebody  is  trying  to  seduce  your  child  than  if  somebody  is 
fist-fucking  somebody  else.[Fist-fucking]doesn'tattack  you  in 
your  own  property,  which  is  the  most  important  thing  for  an 
American  citizen.  So  it’s  not  such  a  problem.  But  as  I  said 
before,  the  problem  is  more  like  a  contradiction  of  images. 
Thousands  of  people  march  on  Washington,  saying,  “We  are 
oppressed,  we  want  to  be  dignified,  we  want  to  be  citizens,  we 
want  to  be  anything  that’s  correct  in  political  life”  —  and  at 
the  same  time  they  do  these  kinds  of  things.  It’s  really  a 
problem  of  image. 

CS:  I  was  very  struck  by  Baron  von  Gloeden,  who  would  bring 
to  these  Sicilian  and  Arab  boys  the  fact  that  they  were  beauti¬ 
ful.  What  kinds  of  relationships  are  possible  between 
Europeans  and  Third  World  people?  Is  there  any  possible 
relationship  that  can  transcend  racism  and  imperialism?  That 
is,  one  has  the  money  and  the  other  has  the  body.  And  the 
money  is  the  boys’  way  out. 

GH:  Well,  I  personally  think  that  it’s  like  relationships 
between  children  and  adults,  or  any  other  relationship.  Do  we 
think  that  any  unequal  situation  means  no  possible  sexual 
relationships?  I  don’t  feel  like  that.  But  I  think,  for  instance  in 
France,  that  gay  people  who  have  relationships  with  arabs  are 
a  certain  kind  of  gay  people.  (I  have  had  one  myself.)  Like 
pederasts  or  pedophiles  in  a  certain  way.  It’s  quite  a  difficult 
situation,  because  people  are  always  hanging  around  you 
saying  you  are  a  racist,  you  are  having  economically  unequal 
relationships  with  people.  I  think,  in  fact,  that  what  we  call 
love  is  a  mixture  of  many  things.  I  don’t  believe  in  a  pure  love, 
in  any  kind  of  romantic  love.  Stressing  only  romantic  love  as 
something  possible  between  two  persons  equal  in  every  way  — 
that  is,  race,  wealth,  age,  beauty,  style,  everything  —  is  the 
most  dangerous  thing  we  can  imagine  about  any  love  relation¬ 
ship.  It’s  generally  an  image  of  love  in  which  people  are  just 
“fit”  together.  But  this  is  impossible  (for  some  mysterious 
reason).  Take  children  and  adults,  for  instance.  If  you  try  to 
find  only  romantic  love  you  will  be  disappointed  because  those 
relationships  don’t  work  that  way.  They  work  in  other  ways, 
like  sexual  comradeship,  a  great  fidelity  sometimes,  a  sense  of 
brotherhood,  even  something  you  could  call  ‘love’.  I’m  not 
against  prostitution  either.  It  can  be  the  same  kind  of  mutual 
support  thing. 

But  European  intellectuals,  for  example,  are  often  anti¬ 
racist  without  ever  having  known  a  black  or  an  arab,  which  is 
foolish. 

One  of  the  most  positive  points  about  the  gay  community 
certainly  is  the  fact  that  there  are  a  number  of  Third  World 
people  in  it,  which  is  really  striking,  and  which  doesn’t  happen 
anywhere  else.  That’s  something  interesting. 

JC:  What  you  were  saying  before  about  the  images  you  have 
when  you  have  a  personal,  sexual  relationship  with  somebody 
struck  me.  It  struck  me  that  everybody  lives,  in  a  sense,  in  a 
world  which  is  fantasy.  That  what  you  find  desirable  is,  in  a 
sense,  manufactured  in  your  own  mind,  and  then,  if  you  like, 
lived  out  when  you  Find  it  occuring  in  the  world.  This  also 
struck  me  in  the  movie.  All  the  sections  of  the  movie  had  this 
element  of  rather  romantic  fantasy  about  them.  I  wanted  you 
to  say  something  about  that.  I  think  it’s  important  because  of 
the  way  you  seem  —  after  what  you  said  about  love  —  to  view 
human  relationships.  They  rest  not  so  much  on,  if  you  like, 
things  in  the  world,  as  on  images  in  people’s  minds. 

GH:  Certainly  I  would  consider  the  romantic  aspect  in  the  film 
as  partly  a  parody.  Many  people  were  shocked  by  the  cynical 
character  of  the  text  about  Baron  von  Gldeden,  which 
suggested  that  he  was  the  one  who  introduced  commercializa¬ 
tion  into  Taormina.  But  this  is  part  of  what  I  was  talking 
about  a  few  minutes  ago,  which  is  that  sometimes  money  and 
an  artistic  relationship  can  be  a  way  for  what  is  called  “love” 
(but  what  I  prefer  to  call  ‘human  relationship’)  to  happen. 

As  for  the  movie’s  being  “romantic,”  it’s  true  that  it’s 
not  “objective,”  obviously.  On  the  other  hand  it’s  not  simply 
“personal.”  We  are  living  with  a  certain  number  of  images  or 
archetypes,  let’s  say,  as  a  gay  culture.  I  think  that  one  of  them 
is  the  pedophilic  one;  one  is  more  or  less  related  to  ancient 
Greece;  another  one  is  the  queen  of  despair  or  something  like 
that;  another  one  is  young  flesh  as  an  absolute.  In  the  film  we 
are  dealing  with  these  archetypes,  which  come  close  to  being 
cliches,  we  are  trying  to  show  at  the  same  time  that  they  were 
really  historical  movements,  and  not  just  personal  images. 
Well,  strangely  enough,  gay  people  are  people  whose  self- 
image  is  making  history.  There  is  a  very  good  reason  for  that 
which  is  that  nobody  is  gay  before  identifying  himself  as  gay. 
This  is  quite  different  from  being  black  or  a  woman. 

LS:  All  these  characters  (Hirschfeld,  von  Glfteden)  are  in  a 
way  very  dangerous  for  gay  people.  You  might  say  that  von 
Glbeden  put  this  classical  imagery,  like  birds,  in  a  cage,  a  jail. 
We  show  this  in  the  movie. 

Hirschfeld,  perhaps,  tried  to  explain  to  society  of  his  time 


what  it  means  to  be  gay  with  medical  concepts.  That  was  a 
dangerous  way  because  .  .  .  you  know  the  story  of  Bent:  all  the 
men  who  gave  their  names  (to  Hirschfeld  ]  went  to  the  concen¬ 
tration  camps.  (We  didn’t  see  Bent  before  making  this  movie.) 

Maybe  the  only  thing  that  will  remain  of  our  time  will  be  a 
photographic  view,  not  the  political  films,  because  (maybe 
they’re  too  dangerous)  the  films  will  be  burned  or  something. 
We  found  a  lot  of  pictures  from  these  earlier  periods,  but  not  a 
lot  of  other  evidence.  It’s  one  of  the  things  that  interested  me 
in  making  this  movie. 

JI:  I  want  to  go  back  to  the  problem  of  images  and  the 
homogeneity  of  the  bars.  Do  you  really  think  that?  The  bars 
are  organized  to  present  that  image,  which  isn’t  necessarily 
true  when  you  look  at  the  people  in  them.  They  may  be  more 
homogeneous  than  society-at-large.  But  when  we  speak  about 
the  problems  of  commercialization,  or  clones,  or  things  like 
that,  we  often  tend  to  reduce  the  complexities  that  these  people 
are  dealing  with  and  the  consciousness  that  they  do  have.  It 
seems  to  me  that  if  you  do  that,  you  may  well  be  forced  into  an 
elitist  politics,  thinking  that  you  have  to  “educate”  these 
people  to  “see  the  truth.”  That  certainly  seems  to  me  to  be 
against  the  whole  thrust  of  your  politics  and  your  work.  So 
I’m  wondering  how  you  deal  with  that  issue  and  how  you 
manage  to  communicate  that  complexity. 

GH:  I  think  in  fact  that  the  complexity  is  more  apparent  than 
real.  I  feel  that  the  complexity  of  the  clone  system,  clone 
consciousness,  is  strongly  related  to  what  you  call  sophistica¬ 
tion.  It’s  a  very  special  relationship  with  an  image,  which  is  a 
rather  critical  and  cynical  one  at  one  and  the  same  time. 
Perhaps  it’s  the  first  time  in  which  you  have  the  two  things 
together:  a  critical  point  of  view,  and  at  the  same  time  a 
perfectly  calm  acceptance  of  conformism,  of  stereotype. 
Nobody  believes  in  it.  It’s  theater.  But  it’s  a  habit,  let’s  say, 
which  is  more  than  an  intellectual  point  of  view.  So  you  have 
two  habits.  You  have  the  habit  of  being  dressed  as  a 
conformist /clone  and  you  have  the  habit  of  speaking 
critically.  It’s  always  very  striking  when  you  enter  an  American 
bar  to  see  all  these  people  who  are  dressed  in  butch-wear  and 
who  are  speaking,  in  fact,  with  a  more  or  less  critical  view  on 
their  own  situation.  So  it  is  rather  complicated. 

The  main  sexual  impulse  now  is  exhibitionism  and 
voyeurism.  This  is  a  generalization,  but  it  seems  to  be  good 
enough.  The  only  way  now  of  doing  something  new,  sexually, 
is  not  by  doing  one  particular  thing  or  another,  but  rather  by 
doing  it  “in  public,”  meaning,  in  a  place  which  is  not  exactly 
the  street,  but  which  is  “public”  for  the  people  who  are  there, 
for  their  way  of  feeling  sexual  excitation  through  newness. 

CS:  I  want  to  pick  up  on  that .  .  .  You  yourself  wrote  that  the 
basis  of  capitalism  was  the  privatization  of  the  anus  and,  in 
relation  to  that  also,  the  private  parts.  I’ve  always  felt  that 
public  sex  was  a  basis  of  socialism  in  which  the  community  of 
the  body  was  shared  as  opposed  to  the  private  in  relationships, 
where  commonly  “love”  is  something  that  only  two  people 
have  between  them  against  the  world;  that  public  sex,  while  it 
was  commercialized  and  degraded,  nevertheless  was  a  better 
basis  for  socialism  than  private  sex,  which  is  hoarded,  like  a 
bank  account. 

GH:  I  agree,  but  you  know  that  what’s  happening  is  that  the 
border  between  the  “private”  and  the  “public”  is  changing. 
The  fact  is  that  certain  streets  are  now  private.  Certain  bars  are 
obviously  private  [in  the  sense  that  only  certain  kinds  of  people 
can  go  to  them].  It’s  related  to  the  same  phenomenon  that  we 
were  speaking  about  a  few  minutes  ago,  about  the  equalizing 
of  images,  and  having  people  of  the  same  age,  the  same  kind 
of  references.  The  interesting  thing  with  the  gay  community  is 
that  they  are  the  ones  who  are  changing  the  borders  of  privacy. 
But  I  don’t  think  that  it’s  really  very  “public”  sex.  It’s  an 
agreement  between  the  mafia  people  of  the  bars,  the  police, 
and  the  gay  people  themselves,  that  the  public,  or  the  so-called 
“public”,  areas  are  special  limited  areas,  like  imaginary  trucks 
or  imaginary  glory  holes  or  whatever. 

JC:  But  more  than  that.  Hasn’t  sex  become  the  commodity 
that  is  traded  in  these  places?  You  go  to  these  places  dressed  in 
a  particular  way  which  advertises  what  you’ve  got  to  offer. 
And  somebody  picks  up  on  it.  And  a  transaction  takes  place 
where,  in  a  sense,  the  relationship  is  completely  contractual, 
totally  concerned  with  “I  want  this  from  you  and  you’ll  give  it 
to  me  and  after  that  the  contract  is  over.”  Their  emotional 
transactions,  in  other  words,  turn  into  an  economy  with  its 
own  laws. 

GH:  Exchange  laws,  you  mean?  You  mean  like  money  in 
circulation? 

JC:  Yes.  The  distressing  fact  is  that  out  of  all  of  that,  there’s 
no  clear  way  to  get  some  solution  to  the  problem  of  oppres¬ 
sion,  whether  it’s  an  oppression  from  capital  outside  or  an 
oppression  from  the  society  which  expects  you  to  behave 
according  to  its  rules  (and  that  includes  the  gay  society). 
People  who  don’t  do  that  are  simply  excluded.  In  a  sense  all 
I’m  saying  is  that  “liberality”  in  sexual  behavior  is  not 
necessarily  a  liberation  from  more  subtle  forms  of  psycho¬ 
logical  oppression. 
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GH:  '  Marcuse  spoke  about  that  long  ago,  in 
“repressive  desublimination”.  Well,  I  think  it’s  true.  I  think  in 
fact  that  the  problem  is  more  than  just  acting  in  a  non- 
personal  way  .  .  .  This  kind  of  sex,  and  this  kind  of  stereo¬ 
typed  relationship  (this  kind  of  package)  needs  a  closed  area.  It 
needs  a  “unified  market,”  to  put  it  in  economic  terms.  My 
point  of  view  is  quite  the  opposite,  not  because  what  is  done 
inside  this  area  is  “immoral,”  but  what  bothers  me  is  the  fact 
that  you  can  only  buy  (in  any  market)  what  is  being  sold,  and 
nothing  else.  You  can’t  buy  things  that  are  not  on  the  market 
...  All  the  fantasies  have  their  old  images  transferred  from 
outside  inside,  like  false  trucks. 

CS:  You  know,  while  it’s  true  that  young  people  are  often 
excluded  from  gay  life,  whatever  ‘young’  might  mean,  it’s  also 
true  that  old  people  are  excluded.  Commercialization  tends  to 
exclude  death  and  the  old  as  well  as  the  very  young. 

GH:  The  desire,  of  course,  not  to  remember  that  you  are 
becoming  old  is  very  strong  in  the  gay  way  of  life  nowadays. 
It’s  at  the  same  time  an  imaginative,  creative  and  a  very  cruel 
desire.  People  aren’t  accepted  in  the  bars  if  they’re  not 
‘moving’  fast  enough.  It’s  a  very  competitive  situation, 
especially  in  the  United  States. 

In  a  certain  way  I  think  that  in  the  United  States,  the 
point  has  been  reached  where  direct  relationships  are  being 
established  outside  of  these  bar  type  standards  and  places.  For 
instance,  it’s  obvious  that  pederasts  are  not  going  to  the  gay 
bars  because  there’s  nothing  there  for  them.  I  think, 
personally,  that  pederasty  is  the  obvious  response  to  the 
anguish  of  becoming  old.  It’s  why  I’m  really  impressed  by  that 
fact  that  for  the  first  time  in  Western  history  there  is  an  open 
pederast  movement.  I  meanNAMBLAl  North  American  Man- 
Boy  Love  Association]. I’m  impressed  by  that  because  I  think 
it’s  the  most  non-commercial,  non-stereotyped  thing  that 
could  happen.  At  the  same  time  it’s  dealing  directly  with  the 
problems  of  becoming  old  and  of  dying. 

I  think  that  the  pederast  movement  is  the  critical  point, 
the  point  where  there  is  some  trouble,  some  noise.  You 
remember  when  we  were  speaking  about  machines.  You  know 
that  when  there  is  a  noise  something  is  not  working  right.  I 
don’t  like  it  when  things  are  going  “correctly.”  When  I  hear 
some  noise  I’m  always  attracted  to  it.  And  they  [  thepederasts  ] 
are  making  the  noise.  It’s  very  amusing  for  me  to  see  a  new 
type  of  pederast,  who  is  a  militant  one,  and  who  is  not  even 
necessarily  especially  attracted  to  boys,  who  may  just  think 
that  it’s  an  important  issue  and  be  ready  to  fight  for  that, 
which  I  think  is  great.  I  think  we  can  use  what  can  really  be 
trouble-making  inside  the  society,  which  is  a  closed  one.  So 
finding  the  words,  the  expressions,  the  way  of  living  that  could 
be  trouble-making  inside  this  closed  society,  that’s  our  main 
goal.  It’s  mine  anyway.  It’s  the  only  way  to  be  open;  to  be 
conscious  of  not  being  just  an  object,  of  not  being  only  acted 
upon,  but  doing  things  by  yourself. 

JC:  Part  of  that  has  to  do  with  eccentricity.  In  the  commercial 
gay  world,  as  in  the  straight  world,  eccentrics  are  not 
cultivated,  they’re  not  even  indulged.  They’re  told  that  they’re 
mad  and  people  try  to  cure  them.  Whereas  even  40  years  ago, 
and  certainly  in  the  19th  century,  they  were  far  more  tolerant 
of  eccentric  behavior,  as-an  ordinary  part  of  life.  They  were 
able  in  a  way  to  cope  with  the  challenge  of  eccentrics.  Take 
Hirschfield’s  own,  if  you  like,  “discontinuities,”  his  lifestyle, 
in  the  sense  that  he  liked  dressing  up  as  a  woman  and  going  to 
parties  in  drag.  That  doesn’t  seem  to  me  to  be  a  ‘peculiarity’  of 
his  personality  at  all.  It  strikes  me  as  a  mark  of  a  man  who’s 
far  more  at  home  with  himself  than  people  who  wouldn't  do 
that.  He  could  be  a  scientist  .  .  .  and  at  the  same  time  he  was 
an  outrageous  person. 

GH:  As  far  as  eccentricity  is  concerned  we  all  know  that  all  the 
big  social  machines  are  made  of  obsessions,  whether  it’s 
socialism,  capitalism,  whatever  you  want.  Sometimes  I  think 
that  applies  also  to  love,  like  we  were  speaking  about  romantic 
love  before.  In  a  sense,  if  you  try  to  have  this  idea  of  ab¬ 
solutely  pure  love  without  any  money  relationships,  without 
any  complicated  racial  relationships,  without  any  cross-age 
relationships,  you  are  after  a  kind  of  obsession  too,  which  is 
preventing  you  from  having  any  direct  contact  with  life.  I  want 
to  escape  this  kind  of  big  machinery.  I  have  to  build  my  own 
little  things  to  escape  it,  and  the  only  way  I  can  is  to  build  my 
own  little  critical  point  of  view  each  day  using  many,  diverse 
things. 
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A  Talk  and  Booksigning  by 

ROBERT  K.  MARTIN 

author  of  newly  published 
The  Homosexual  Tradition  in  American  Poetry 

at  GLAD  DAY  Book  Shop 
22  Bromfield  Street,  2nd  Floor,  Boston 
February  2  (Saturday)  8:30  p.m. 

Call  542-0144  for  further  info 


THE  IDEAL  DINER 

Monday-Saturday  8:00  a. m. -10:00  p.m. 

Sunday  Brunch  11:00  a. m. -5:00  p.m. 

GAY  OWNED  &  GAY  STAFFED 

21  Huntington  Avenue  (behind  the  B.P.L.) 


latural  body  care  products  for  face,  hair  and  skin  for  men  and  women 
I0TI0N  EROTIQUE  POUR  L’AMOUR  ET  LE  MASSAGE  HAIR  OILS 

Ju  Honey  dew,  orange,  strawberry,  raspberry  II  Jojoba,  rosemary 

Massage  oils  ohmpoo,  ooaps  sfa  sponp.fs 

peppermint,  anise,  X  honeydew,  coconut,  X  .12?’ V,™?  .„EY. 
tangerine,  femon  O  amaretto,  papaya  kj  AND  MUCH,  MUCH  MORE. 

Stop  in,  telephone,  or  send 
for  free  mail  order  brochure 
78  Dartmouth  St.  (near  Appleton)  Boston,  MA  02116 

617/536-3111 


yiELD  RigHT  of  gAY  V  YIELD 
National  Unity  Theme  \  RIGHT 

Men’s  and  Women’s  Fashion  T-Shirts  \  of 
50%  Polyester/50%  Cotton  \GAYy 

Color  combinations  available: 

Yellow  shirt  w/Black  sign 
Yellow  shirt  w/Red  sign  Black  shirt  w/Yellow  sign 

SPECIFY:  M,  S,  LG  White  shirt  w/Red  sign 

Include  $8.00  plus  $.90  postage  and  handling 
TO:  Action  Designs 

450  Harrison  St.,  Room  203 
Box  7 

San  Francisco,  CA  94105 


WE  HATE 


TO  ASK 
FOR 


MONEY 


The  following  businesses  or  organizations  owe  us  money  which  is  very 
much  overdue.  We  can’t  get  them  to  respond  to  us,  so  we  are  pub¬ 
lishing  their  names  here.  These  are  only  the  amounts  due  more  than 
120  days.  Our  attorney  advises  that  this  is  legal,  since  it  is  the  truth. 


Oldest  Invoice 
Date 

Dec.  19,  1978 
Aug.  13,  1979 
Aug.  23,  1979 
Sept.  20,  1979 


Debtor 

1270  Club 

Carnival  Committee 

March  on  Washington  Committee 

Gay  Caucus  to  Elect  Mel  King 

Total 

XANADU  GRAPHICS,  INC. 


Total 

Due 

$  28.35 
153.10 
33.80 
41.00 
256.25 


TAB  COPT  GASBTTR 


Layout  and  Design 
Typing 
Typesetting 
Business  Cards 
Rubber  Stamps 
Envelopes.  Stationery 


Offset  Printing 

Photocopying 

Collating 

Binding 

Folding 

Reductions 


115  Water  St. 
Boston.  Mass.  02109 
(617)  426-4515 


We  Provide  Complete  Printing  Services 
To  Suit  All  Your  Printing  Needs 


THE  GAY  GUY’S  GUIDE 

SO.  STATION  423-4340 


Direct  from  How  York 

Long  Johnny  Holmes  In  his 
first  gay  movie: 

"Size  Queen"  X 


Boston's  Best  All  Male  Show! 


Conferences _ 

Anti-Social  Scientists 


By  Larry  Goldsmith 

Approximately  50  scientists  at¬ 
tended  a  symposium  on  “Prob¬ 
lems  Arising  from  Homophobia 
in  the  Scientific  Workplace,”  held 
on  Jan.  8  as  part  of  the  146th  Na¬ 
tional  Meeting  of  the  American 
Association  for  the  Advancement 
of  Science  (AAAS)  in  San  Fran¬ 
cisco.  A  panel  of  six  lesbians  and 
gay  men  employed  in  the  social 
and  “hard”  sciences  addressed 
the  meeting,  reporting  on  topics 
ranging  from  research  on  gay  is¬ 
sues  to  personal  experiences  as 
openly  gay  scientific  profes¬ 
sionals. 

Steve  Morin,  a  licensed  psychol¬ 
ogist  from  San  Francisco  and  past 
chairperson  of  the  Association  of 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Male  Psychol¬ 
ogists,  spoke  of  a  lack  of  objec¬ 
tivity  on  the  part  of  heterosexual 
researchers  investigating  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  homosexuality.  In  a  paper 
entitled,  “Heterosexual  Bias  in 
Psychological  Research  on  Les¬ 
bianism  and  Male  Homosexual¬ 
ity,”  Morin  reported  that  over 
half  of  all  psychological  research 
papers  on  homosexuality  in  the 
past  ten  years  had  to  do  with  the 
diagnosis,  assessment,  and  treat¬ 
ment  of  homosexuality,  while 
only  19%  covered  such  topics  as 
“coming  out,”  older  gays,  or  gay 
relationships.  Only  8%  of  the 
papers  discussed  research  on  atti¬ 
tudes  toward  homosexuality,  and 
only  one  paper  actually  concerned 
itself  with  work  on  changing 
homophobic  attitudes.  Such  a  dis¬ 
tinct  majority  of  researchers  ap¬ 
proaching  homosexuality  as  a 
pathological  condition  indicates  a 
clear  heterosexual  bias  in  these 
areas  of  research,  Morin  asserted, 


expressing  his  hope  that  the  ’80s 
would  bring  more  constructive  in¬ 
vestigations. 

So-called  “hard”  scientists, 
that  is,  those  in  the  physical, 
natural,  and  mathematical  sci¬ 
ences,  often  have  particular  prob¬ 
lems  with  self-acceptance  and 
coming  out.  According  to  Larry 
White,  chemistry  librarian  at  the 
University  of  North  Carolina  at 
Chapel  Hill,  a  former  synthetic 
organic  chemist  and  co-founder  of 
the  Triangle  Area  Gay  Scientists 
(TAGS),  “the  education  of  scien¬ 
tists  creates  certain  mental  pat¬ 
terns  .  .  .  and  frequently  creates 
special  barriers  to  their  being  vis¬ 
ibly  or  openly  gay  within  their 
professions  .  .  .  [resulting  in  a] 
much  lower  awareness  of  gay  sci¬ 
entists  of  others  in  their  own 
fields  .’’There  are  no  gay  caucuses, 
White  pointed  out,  in  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Chemical  Society  or  the 
American  Institute  of  Physics. 

White  gave  two  reasons  for  the 
lower  awareness  of  “hard”  scien¬ 
tists.  First,  hard  scientists  are  con¬ 
cerned  with  “[physical]  concepts 
rather  than  people-oriented  prob¬ 
lems.”  Hard  scientists  rarely  work 
with  human  behavioral  problems, 
he  explained. 

Second,  White  spoke  of  the 
“ease  or  lack  of  it  with  which 
scientists  fit  into  social  gather¬ 
ings.”  The  gay  world  is  a  very 
social  world,  he  explained,  and 
for  this  reason  many  gay  scientists 
have  difficulty  in  feeling  comfor¬ 
table  in  the  gay  world,  as  a  result 
of  their  unease  in  social  situations. 
Thus,  very  often  “gay  scientists 
are  as  much  estranged  from  the 
gay  community  as  from  their 
straight  colleagues,”  he 
remarked. 


In  1978,  the  AAAS  passed  a 
resolution  stating  that  a  scientist’s 
work  should  be  considered  inde¬ 
pendently  of  that  scientist’s  sexual 
preference.  Bruce  Kiernan,  the  di¬ 
rector  of  the  AAAS  Human 
Rights  Office,  explained  how  the 
concern  of  the  AAAS  over  the 
rights  of  scientists  led  to  the  for¬ 
mation  of  a  Committee  on  Scien¬ 
tific  Freedom  and  Responsibility 
in  the  early  ’70s.  A  Subcommittee 
on  Science  and  Human  Rights  was 
later  formed  “to  deal  with  the  ob¬ 
vious  violations  of  human  rights 
in  places  such  as  Argentina  and 
the  USSR,”  Kiernan  said.  The 
1978  resolution,  Kiernan  ex¬ 
plained,  was  an  extension  of  the 
concern  of  the  AAAS  over  the 
basic  human  rights  of  its  mem¬ 
bers. 

The  AAAS  did  nothing  to  fol¬ 
low  up  the  resolution,  however, 
until  Walt  Westman,  an  Associate 
Professor  of  Ecology  in  the  De¬ 
partment  of  Geography  at  UCLA, 
wrote  a  letter  to  the  acting  head  of 
the  AAAS  Office  of  Oppor¬ 
tunities  for  Minorities  in  Science, 
asking  what  they  were  doing  for 
gays,  transsexuals,  and  transves¬ 
tites  in  science. 

“They  told  me  ‘nothing,  but 
we’d  be  interested  in  some  sugges¬ 
tions’,”  Westman  said  later  in  an 
interview.  Westman  then  received 
a  phone  call  from  Kiernan,  and  a 
meeting  was  arranged  in  Los  An¬ 
geles  between  Kiernan,  Westman, 
Psychologist  Allan  Malyon,  and 
Fitzer  College  Sociologist  Laud 
Humphreys,  where  the  four  dis¬ 
cussed  the  possibility  of  a  sym¬ 
posium  at  the  AAAS  National 
Meeting. 

Continued  on  Page  13 


Theoter _ 

Queen  Meets  Clone 


The  Rights 

By  George  Whitmore 
Presented  by  The  Glines  at  the 

Network  Theatre 
Jan.  4-19 
New  York  City. 

By  Scott  Tucker 

You  may  read  this  too  late  to 
see  the  current  production,  but 
you  should  know  that  George 
Whitmore  has  written  a  sad,  fun¬ 
ny,  and  significant  piece  of 
theatre.  It  deserves  to  be  restaged 
and  seen  by  more  people. 

The  setting  is  the  deck  of  a  sum¬ 
mer  house  in  Fire  Island.  The  first 
act  establishes  the  ambience  of 
late  Seventies  Fire  Island  leisure 
and  affluence,  and  also  sets  the 
play’s  four  characters  in  motion. 
There  is  Paul,  a  middle-aged  gay 
man  who  is  a  famous  TV  writer, 
and  his  young  lover,  Buddy;  and 
their  is  Paul’s  ex-lover  Larry,  and 
Paul’s  ex-wife,  Charlotte.  Though 
each  character  holds  interest, 
Larry  is  the  true  center  around 
which  the  play  revolves.  Larry  is 
“Quite  the  Queen”  —  in  some  re¬ 
spects  he  is  a  doomed  queen,  for 
his  sensibility  and  style  is  nearly  as 
dead  a  language  to  someone  as 
young  as  Buddy,  and  Paul  has 
consciously  turned  his  back  on  the 
past. 

In  that  past  Paul  and  Larry  col¬ 
laborated  on  a  boy-meets-girl  mu¬ 
sical  which,  though  it  had  a  cult 
following,  was  a  failure.  And  in 
that  past  Paul  and  Charlotte  es¬ 
tablished  a  marriage  of  con¬ 
venience,  now  dissolved,  though 
Charlotte  remains  Paul’s  business 
agent.  Charlotte  has  sold  the 
rights  to  the  play  to  a  producer 
who  wants  to  revise  and  revive  it 
for  television,  but  she  realizes  be¬ 


latedly  that  Larry  should  have 
been  consulted  first.  Instead  she 
has  invited  Larry  to  visit  Paul’s 
house  on  Fire  Island,  and  she  and 
Larry  intend  to  offer  Larry  a  per¬ 
centage  of  the  profits. 

Far  from  being  placated  with 
tfhat  Charlotte  insists  is  simply  “a 
good  deal,”  Larry  is  wounded  and 
refuses  co-operation.  Romantic  to 
the  core,  Larry  affirms  that  Paul 
was  “the  love  of  my  life,”  and  he 
still  resents  Charlotte.  Larry  in¬ 
sists  that  the  boy-meets-girl  mu¬ 
sical  was  really  about  himself  and 
Paul,  and  he  threatens  that  if 
there  is  to  be  a  revival,  then  the 
whole  truth  must  be  known.  This 
is  not  simple  vengefulness:  though 
it  is  that  also,  it’s  clear  that  this 
queen  has  a  kind  of  integrity 
which  Paul  and  Charlotte  fail  to 
comprehend.  “It’s  not  the 
money!”  Larry  cries  to  Paul  and 
Charlotte,  but  for  them  the  past  is 
past.  For  Larry  the  past  is  pre¬ 
cious  and  still  painfully  alive. 

The  Rights  is  in  great  part  a 
play  about  duty  and  betrayal.  The 
title  is  also  very  likely  a  pun  on  the 
rites  which  an  old-fashioned 
queen  like  Larry  must  learn  in  the 
brave  new  world  of  Fire  Island. 
Larry’s  initiation  into  the  folk¬ 
ways  of  this  island  tribe  is  both 
comic  and  moving.  A  pale  dodo 
among  bronzed  swans,  he  watches 
the  boys  go  bare  on  the  beach  and 
announces  gleefully,  “I’m 
scandalized!”  He’s  perplexed  by 
the  “open  relationship”  between 
Paul  and  Buddy;  when  Paul  ex¬ 
plains  “we  don’t  own  each 
other,”  Larry  laughs  and  chokes 
on  his  drink.  “I’m  sorry,”  says 
Larry,  “but  it  struck  me  funny. 
People  used  to  use  that  tone  of 
voice  when  they  were  bragging 
about  their  faithfulness.” 


Whereas  Larry  (though  capable 
of  great  exhilaration)  is  a  kind  of 
exile,  Buddy  is  utterly  at  home:  he 
loves  Paul  and  the  island,  and 
together,  these  constitute  Buddy’s 
world.  It’s  a  narrow  world,  and 
it’s  easy  for  Buddy  to  say,  “I’m 
not  a  gay  libber.”  Buddy  is  both 
too  much  under  the  shadow  of  his 
older  lover,  and  also  frustrated  in 
his  attempts  to  get  closer  to  him. 
The  play  ends  with  a  surprising 
and  touching  alliance  between 
Larry  and  Buddy;  each  has  been 
weak  in  his  own  way,  and  each 
finds  his  strength.  Whereas  Paul 
and  Charlotte  are  more  self-con¬ 
sciously  liberated,  it  is  Buddy  and 
Larry  who  finally  prove  more  cap¬ 
able  of  real  change. 

The  first  act  of  The  Rights  is 
concise  and  comic,  the  second  act 
is  more  darkly  dramatic  and  dif¬ 
fuse.  Such  contrast  can  be  good 
theatre,  but  unfortunately  the 
second  act  also  drags  somewhat. 
Perhaps  the  director,  Victor  Bum- 
balo,  should  have  been  a  sterner 
taskmaster  in  the  second  half; 
however,  the  act  itself  needs  re¬ 
writing,  the  pace  needs  picking 
up,  and  some  points  of  plot  and 
character  need  clarification. 

Even  so,  the  play  is  well  worth 
seeing.  There  is  nothing  so  mono¬ 
lithic  and  uniform  as  The  Gay 
Sensibility,  but  there  are  gay  per¬ 
spectives  which  can  bring  some¬ 
thing  crucial  and  distinctive  to  our 
political  and  cultural  life.  The 
Rights  makes  such  a  contribution, 
and  the  staff  of  The  Glines  de¬ 
serves  support  and  thanks  for 
helping  make  such  a  theatrical 
event  possible.  Special  note 
should  be  made  of  John  Kenneth- 
Holmes’  portrayal  of  Larry  —  a 
splendid  performance  of  a  splen¬ 
did  role. 
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Odyssey  of  o  Unicom 

Call  of  the  Wild 


By  Nancy  Walker 

As  I  sit  here  in  my  living  room, 
looking  out  at  the  Charles  River, 
wind-rippled  under  our  Boston 
winter  sun,  1  find  it  hard  to  believe 
that  in  August  my  sother  and  I 
were  madly  racing  about  the  West 
Coast,  trying  to  take  in  more  than 
we  could  ever  assimilate  of  this 
magnificent  continent.  At  the  last 
writing,  I  closed  by  mentioning 
our  horrified  response  to  the  cry 
of  “It’s  a  bear!”.  We  had  just 
snuggled  down  under  the  oppres¬ 
sive  weight  of  half  a  dozen  blan¬ 
kets  in  an  attempt  to  keep  warm  in 
the  cabin  we  had  rented  for  the 
night  in  Sequoia  National  Park.  I 
was  not  suffering  quite  so  much  as 
my  sother,  who  feels  cold  and  lit¬ 
erally  turns  blue  if  the  tempera¬ 
ture  drops  below  70  degrees.  It 
was  about  55  degrees  then,  and  it 
was  damp,  so  we  felt  clammy  and 
miserable. 

There  was  no  bathroom  in  the 
cabin.  Such  refinements  don’t 
exist  in  the  woods,  apparently,  but 
there  was  a  central  bathhouse 
availalbe  to  us;  the  catch  was  that 
we  had  to  come  out  from  under 
the  protective  mountain  of  blan¬ 
kets  in  order  to  get  to  the  ‘‘pause 
that  refreshes.”  I  had  hoped,  at 
least,  that  it  would  be  peaceful 
and  quiet,  and  that  we  could  get 
some  sleep.  We  never  seemed  to 
get  any  rest  on  that  crazy  trip. 
Well,  rest  certainly  was  not  in  the 
cards  for  us  that  night  either. 
There  were  other  cabins  surround¬ 
ing  ours,  and  they  all  had  porches, 
and  on  those  porches  gathered  the 
All-American  Family  —  Mama, 
Papa  and  Baby  (probably  Grand¬ 
ma  too)  and  they  chatted  the  night 
away.  I  had  to  stuff  plugs  in  my 
ears  to  drown  out  their  voices, and 
just  when  I  began  to  drift  off  o  the 
land  of  Nod,  came  the  pounding 
on  a  nearby  door  and  the  shout  of 
“bear.”  I  was,  I  must  admit,  a 
little  frightened,  but  then  I  de¬ 
cided  that  my  single  horn  should 
be  sufficient  to  best  the  bear,  if  it 
came  to  horn  to  claw  combat.  It 
didn’t  come  to  that,  and  we  sur¬ 
vived  the  night,  only  to  face  the 
freezing  morn  with  me  in  a  great 
passion  not  to  miss  the  tour  bus 
that  we  had  to  meet  by  7:30,  and 
my  sother  refusing  to  come  out  of 
the  nest  of  blankets.  I  actually  had 
to  get  up  and  bring  our  underwear 
back  into  bed  to  warm  it  with  my 
body  heat  in  order  for  her  to  get 
up  at  all.  Otherwise,  we  might  still 
be  there .... 

1  don’t  think  it  would  be  such  a 
terrible  fate  to  spend  one’s  days  in 
the  shadow  of  the  sequoia  trees, 
the  redwood  giants  that  have 
stood  sentinel  over  the  western 


part  of  our  country  for  three  to 
four  thousand  years.  Let  that  sink 
in  for  a  while.  Try  to  imagine 
what  that  means.  Western  Civili¬ 
zation  counts  its  history  for  just 
2000  years,  since  the  birth  of 
Jesus.  Some  of  those  trees  (not  the 
species,  but  the  individuals)  may 
be  twice  as  old. 

The  redwoods  are  hard  to  see 
because  they  are  so  tall  that  you 
can’t  be  close  to  them  and  see 
their  entirety  at  the  same  time. 
The  tree  bark  really  is  a  rust-red 
color.  The  wood  is  not  good  for 
anything  practical,  though  human 
beings  couldn’t  wait  to. cut  the 
trees  down  by  the  hundreds,  only 
to  learn  afterwards  that  there  was 
not  much  commercial  value  in 
their  slaughter.  The  redwoods  are 
naturally  fire  proof,  their  bark 
containing  a  good  deal  of  tanic 
acid,  therefore  fires  do  not  harm 
them,  and  actually  help  them  to 
grow  by  clearing  out  other  trees  in 
the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  red¬ 
woods,  thus  allowing  the  sunlight, 
which  they  need,  to  reach  the 
young  sequoias.  Baby  sequoias 
look  much  like  the  other  conifers, 
and,  though  they  are  the  largest  of 
all  living  things,  the  redwoods 
bear  tiny  cones. 

Of  course,  I  fell  for  the  trees  the 
same  way  I  fell  for  the  first  real 
mountains  I’d  ever  seen.  I  was 
grateful  to  the  National  Parks 
System  for  preserving  these  price¬ 
less  legacies  of  the  dim  past,  and 
making  them  available  to  all  of  us. 
Commercial  ventures  would  as 
soon  chop  them  down  as  not,  or 
buy  the  land  and  charge  exor¬ 
bitant  fees  for  people  to  come  and 
see  the  sequoias.  As  it  is,  extra¬ 
ordinary  care  is  taken  so  that  the 
trees  can  prosper. 

Left  to  nature  alone,  the  trees 
might  well  live  forever  .  .  .  This  is 
not  a  joke.  No  one  has  found  any 
natural  cause  of  death  for  these 
trees.  Nothing  eats  them;  they 
don’t  burn;  some  show  evidence 
of  many  lightning  strikes.  Either 
someone  has  to  cut  them  down, 
or,  for  no  apparent  reason,  they 
just  fall  over.  Maybe  they  have 
heart  attacks  .  .  .  But  it  is  not  un¬ 
usual  for  them  to  live  thousands 
of  years  in  a  kind  of  dignity  and 
harmony  that  moved  me  more 
than  I  can  tell  you. 

Often  the  trees  grow  two  and 
three  at  a  time  from  the  same  root 
system  and  stand  together  like 
intimate  friends  gazing  in  silence 
at  far  horizons.  Peace,  peace  is 
what  they  offer  under  their 
boughs.  How  could  anyone  think 
of  killing  them? 

The  redwoods  show  us  how 
small  we  are,  how  unimportant 


our  problems,  how  silly  our  pride, 
how  petty  our  battles.  But  being 
so  dwarfed  by  the  generosity  of 
nature,  by  whatever  it  is  that  cre¬ 
ates  such  a  living  monument,  is 
not  at  all  painful;  rather  it  is  reas¬ 
suring.  From  the  height  of  that 
great  tree,  what  does  it  matter  if 
your  personal  preferences  are  dif¬ 
ferent  from  everyone  else’s?  To 
see  the  world  from  such  a  distance 
must  be  to  see  it  more  whole  than 
we  can,  and  in  that  thought, 
brought  on  by  seeing  those  won¬ 
ders  of  the  earth,  I  found  a  special 
kind  of  spiritual  release.  I  also 
took  a  lot  of  pictures  to  remind 
myself  of  my  own  insignificance, 
which  is  something  I  tend  to  for¬ 
get ...  . 

Onward:  We  forge  our  way 
back  to  the  world  of  “civiliza¬ 
tion”  along  two-lane  roads  with 
hairpin  curves  that  Doodle  Bug 
negotiates  surprisingly  well.  Every 
once  in  a  while  I  wonder  what  will 
happen  when  we  run  out  of  gears 
to  shift  down  to.  The  road  is  very 
steep.  There  are  no  guard  rails. 
We  learned  that  the  road  we  took 
in  and  out  of  Sequoia  National 
Park  was  made  by  men  and 
horses,  not  machines,  so  it  follows 
the  contours  of  the  mountain  and 
does  not  cut  through  it.  So  much 
the  better  for  the  mountain,  but 
seen  from  a  taller  mountain,  the 
road  looks  like  a  white  snake,  and 
we  wonder  how  we  ever  survived 
driving  there. 

We  proceed  to  Yosemite  Na¬ 
tional  Park,  where  the  natural 
splendour  is  almost  unendurably 
beautiful.  I  got  dizzy  looking  at 
the  mountains  and  the  trees  and 
the  clear  blue,  uncorrupted  skies 
above  them.  It  would  be  bliss  to 
spend  a  whole  vacation  in  Yosemi¬ 
te,  exploring  its  treasures.  I  even 
found  a  way  to  support  myself 
while  sojourning  in  the  national 
parks.  They  recycle  aluminum 
beverage  cans  and  pay  the  bearer 
of  such  cans  5C  per.  When  I 
realized  that,  I  made  my  sother 
stop  at  every  bee-guarded  trash 
bin  and  let  me  dig  around  in  the 
contents  for  sticky  aluminum 
cans.  (We  wound  up  coming 
home  with  a  bagful  that  somehow 
never  got  recycled).  Of  course,  my 
sother  never  worries  about  any¬ 
thing  serious,  only  my  getting 
syphillis  from  kissing  our  friends 
(I  wrote  about  that  some  time 
ago),  and  my  getting  tuberculosis 
from  touching  someone  else’s  cast 
off  aluminum  soda  can.  She 
learned  shortly  before  we  took  the 
trip  that  tuberculosis  is  spread  by 
saliva,  which  was  -  Jhe  reason 
behind  the  fines  imposed  on 
Continued  on  Page  13 


Teresa  Trull 
Julie  Homi 
The  Harp  Band 

Friday,  Feb.  1,  1980 
Sander's  Theatre 
Harvard  University 

9:00  pm  Tickets:  $6:00  $6:50  at  door 
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So  we've  created  a  lover's  kind  of  store 
. . .  your  kind  of  store. 

We  know  that  when  it  comes  to  gifts 
between  lovers . . .  especially  on  Valen¬ 
tine's  Day . . .  the  ordinary  just  won't  do. 
You  want  something  fresh . . .  something 
to  surprise  and  delight. . .  something  de¬ 
liciously  different. . .  a  gift  that  says:  "This 
one's  for  you . . .  just  you." 

That's  why  our  aisles  and  shelves  are 
alive  with  imaginative  gifts  to  match  your 
love  style.  Whether  it's  the  quiet  senti¬ 
ment  of  a  heart  (our  selection  may  make 
yours  skip  a  beat)  or  the  bouncy  good 
humor  of  a  massage  oil,  whether  it's 
something  warm  or  witty  that  you  are 
looking  for,  our  selection  of  gifts  for  lovers 
has  something  to  catch  your  mood. 

And  if  it's  cats  or  a  cat-lover  that  you 
love,  our  downstairs  is  a  special  Valen¬ 
tine  discovery. 


BOSTON 


583  B0YLST0N  STREET 


Winter  Hours: 

Mon  to  Fri: 

9-7 

Sat: 

9-6 

Sun  Feb  1 0: 

12-6 

Wheelchair  accessible 
Free  childcare 

Signed  for  the  Hearing  Impaired 


Moil  Order  From: 

RPM  Productions 

PO  Box  1 057  For  Info,  Coll 

Boston,  MR  02103  482-1214 
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you  don’t  have  to  entertain  yourself. 

Come  enjoy  the  music  of 

Jeff  Halpern,  Beth  Sass,  and  John  Lapierre 


Sunday  Beth  4:00  -  8:00  p.m. 

January  27   Jeff  9:00  -  12:00  p.m. 


Monday  -  Thursday 

January  28  through  31 

Jeff  6:30  - 10:30  p.m. 

Sunday 

Beth  4:00  -  8:00  p.m. 

February  3 

John9:00  - 12:00  p.m. 

Monday  -  Thursday 

February  4  through  7 

John6:30  -  10:30  p.m. 

Sunday 

Beth  4:00  -  8:00  p.m. 

February  lO 

Jeff  9:00  - 12:00  p.m. 

Monday  -  Wednesday 

February  11  through  13 

Jeff  6:30  - 10:30  p.m. 

Thursdays  ^Valentine’s  Day  Beth  4:00  -  8:00  p.m. 
February  14^  Jeff  9:00  - 12:00  p.m. 
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ADVERTISEMENT 


Almost  100  years  after  universal  acceptance  of  the 
germ  theory  of  disease,  it  is  appalling  that  every 
individual  is  still  not  being  taught  the  significance  of 
the  role  of  personal  hygiene  in  the  prevention  of 
sexually  transmitted  diseases.  All  VD  Prevention 
programs  must  emphasize  personal  hygiene  principles 
which  should  be  taught  from  the  beginning  of  adoles¬ 
cence  in  every  health  and  sex  education  course.  Past 
efforts  to  treat  VD  out  of  existence  have  failed;  there¬ 
fore,  we  must  use  all  available  methods  of  PREVEN¬ 
TION,  in  conjunction  with  treatment,  to  combat  the 
present  VD  epidemic.  Here  are  some  highlights  from 
our  widely  acclaimed  booklet  —  (soon  available  in 
Spanish  and  Japanese) 

THE  NEW 

VENEREAL  DISEASE  PREVENTION 
FOR  EVERYONE 
Personal  Hygiene  is  Significant 
to  VD  PREVENTION  and  Good  Health 

Page  2:  THE  SEXUALLY  ACTIVE  MALE 

Careful  washing  after  sex  will  reduce  the  possibility  of 
catching  VD.  The  germs  that  cause  syphilis  and  gonorrhea, 
as  well  as  some  other  sexually  transmitted  diseases,  are 
sensitive  to  soap  and  water.  Wash  before  sex  for  hygienic 
purposes. 

IMMEDIATELY  AFTER  INTERCOURSE: 

Soap  genitals  working  a  bit  of  soft  mushy  soap  into  urinary 

opening. 

Rinse. 

Repeat  procedure. 

Then  urinate  (which  may  sting). 

Extended  exposure  or  delay  before  washing  diminishes 
the  effectiveness  of  this  preventive  measure.  Washing  is 
doubly  important  since  even  in  the  absense  of  syphilis  and 
gonorrhea,  other  sexually  transmitted  germs  can  cause  infec¬ 
tions  such  as  NGU  (non-gonococcal  urethritis)  or  NSU  (non¬ 
specific  urethritis). 

If  lubricants  are  involved  in  the  sex  act,  use  water- 
soluble  preparations  that  will  wash  away.  Do  not  use  an  oil 
base  that  will  leave  a  film  to  trap  the  germs. 

NOTE:  The  foreskin  that  covers  the  head  of  the  penis 
may  trap  germs  which  can  cause  infections.  Therefore,  spe¬ 
cial  attention  should  be  given  to  washing  the  uncircumcised 
penis. 

When  vaccines  against  gonorrhea  and  syphilis  will  have 
been  developed,  personal  hygiene  will  remain  necessary  to 
prevent  other  sexually  trasmitted  diseases.  For  example:  A 
gonorrhea  vaccine  will  not  prevent  apporximately  half  of  the 
reported  cases  of  male  urethritis  which  are  not  gonorrhea. 

Page  3:  SOME  ASPECTS  OF  PERSONAL 
HYGIENE  FOR  MEN  AND  WOMEN 

Infectious  germs  which  are  commonly  found  in  the  lower 
digestive  tract  may  be  transmitted  from  the  rectum  during 
certain  sex  activities.  Among  the  dangerous  germs  present 
may  be  the  virus  which  causes  hepatitis,  and  parasites  which 
cause  gastro-intestinal  disorders  if  they  enter  the  mouth 
(anal-oral  route). 

The  mucous  membranes  of  the  genito-urinary  system 
are  highly  susceptible  to  infection  by  some  of  these  germs 
from  the  rectum.  For  example:  As  a  result  of  careless  wiping 
from  rectum  towards  vagina  by  the  female  after  toilet,  germs 
are  easily  spread  to  the  vagina  where  they  may  cause  infec¬ 
tions,  and  from  which  they  may  be  transmitted  during  vagin¬ 
al,  as  well  as  rectal,  intercourse.  Therefore,  females  must  not 
wipe  in  the  direction  of  rectum  to  vagina. . . . 

Personal  hygiene  before  and  after  sex  can  be  greatly 
aided  by  the  bidet,  a  low  bathroom  fixture,  designed  to 
facilitate  washing  for  disease  prevention  and  proper  clean¬ 
sing  after  toilet.  Not  everyone,  unfortunately,  has  been  ade¬ 
quately  informed  as  to  he  advantages  of  the  bidet;  it  is  not 
found,  for  instance,  in  homes  or  hotels  in  the  United  States, 
whereas  in  many  parts  of  the  world  it  is  widely  used  and  sig¬ 
nificant  to  personal  hygiene.  Good  hygiene  requires  careful 
washing  of  genital  and  rectal  areas  before  and  after  sex. 

*  *  *  * 

Men  and  Women:  In  our  booklet  learn  also  about— 

The  significance  during  treatment  of  no  sex  contact 
which  may  spread  the  disease,  and  particularly  during  treat¬ 
ment  for  urethritis,  no  alcohol  which  may  irritate  the  GU 
system,  delaying  cure.  The  importance  of  a  follow-up  visit  to 
the  physician  to  see  if  further  treatment  is  required. 

For  the  sexually  active  male  —  the  commercially  avail¬ 
able  germicidal  preparation  (Sanitube®  )  for  use  after  inter¬ 
course  to  prevent  gonorrhea  and  syphilis. 

For  the  sexually  active  female  —  certain  commercially 
available  vaginal  contraceptive  foams,  creams,  suppositories 
anc  iellies,  which  also  have  germicidal  properties  that  may 
prevent  VD. 

Send  your  tax-deductible  contribution  for  a  copy  (quantities 
available).  We  need  your  support.  Learn  these  facts.  Help  us 
distribute  these  booklets  and  educate  the  public. 

AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  FOR  THE 
PREVENTION  OF  VD,  INC. 

335  BROADWAY 
NEW  YORK,  NY  10013 


Unicorn 

Continued  from  Page  11 
people  years  ago  for  spitting  in 
public  places. 

I  must  tell  you  that  I  searched 
for  my  precious  cans  in  a  certain 
amount  of  fear  and  trembling,  but 
my  natural  greed  overcame  my 
precaution.  At  one  point  I  was 
climbing  around  looking  at  one  of 
the  sequoias  and  my  sother  asked 
me  what  I  was  doing,  to  which  I 
replied, “Getting  T.B.”  I  was  pok¬ 
ing  at  something  on  the  ground 
and  thought  maybe  someone  had 
spit  there.  You  never  can  tell .... 

Our  stay  at  Yosemite  was  only  a 
matter  of  a  few  short  hours,  but  in 
walking  about  gazing  at  the 
mountains,  we  stumbled  on  a 
small  patch  of  daisy-like  flowers, 
the  size  of  a  nickel.  They  were 
lavender.  We  took  pictures  of 
them  ...  We  are  everywhere 

Several  people  had  told  us  to  be 
sure  to  take  the  ride  along  the 
California  Coast  from  Carmel  to 
Monterey.  We  went  miles  and 
hours  out  of  our  way  in  order  to 
do  this,  and  it  was  one  of  the 
biggest  disappointments  of  the 
trip.  You  have  to  pay  a  private 
enterprise  $4.00  to  drive  your  car 
for  17  miles  past  the  mansions  and 
golf  courses  of  the  super  rich.  I 


really  wanted  just  to  see  the  Pacif¬ 
ic,  which  we  did,  but  it  was  a  grey 
day,  and  the  Pacific  looked  like  a 
dirty  puddle  with  no  life  in  it.  I 
prefer  the  Atlantic  with  its  angry 
waves.  Now,  please  don’t  send  in 
irate  letters  in  defense  of  the  Pa¬ 
cific  Ocean.  It  has  its  beautiful 
moments.  We  did  see  a  sunset 
over  the  Pacific,  but  that  was  after 
the  paid  ride,  on  our  way  to  San 
Francisco,  where  we  arrived  in  the 
middle  of  the  night  and  couldn’t 
find  a  suitable  (read  “cheap”) 
motel.  I  insisted  that  we  drive 
back  out  of  the  city  to  look  for  a 
less  expensive  place,  and  we  did, 
but  we  drove  south,  and  wound 
up  going  to  San  Jose  (90  miles) 
and  back,  twice,  to  no  avail.  By  3 
a.m.  we  settled  for  what  we  could 
get  just  outside  of  San  Francisco. 

Later  that  day  we  drove  into  the 
city  itself,  and  called  Pat  Bond 
whose  answering  machine  told  us 
to  leave  a  message  because  Pat 
was  out  “parting  the  Red  Sea.” 
At  that  point  I  felt  like  one  of  the 
Egyptians  drowned  in  that  par¬ 
ticular  Biblical  episode.  But  we 
next  wandered,  by  pure  good  for¬ 
tune,  into  Chinatown  and  had  a 
lovely  lunch.  Lovely  lunches  are 
guaranteed  to  soothe  the  savage 
unicorn,  and  so  I  began  to  like  SF, 
.despite  its  lack  of  inexpensive  ac¬ 
commodations.  We  contacted 
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Harry  Seng,  ex-Managing  Editor 
of  GCN,  who  told  us  that  Gregg 
Howe,  current  writer  and  one¬ 
time  Advertising  Manager,  had  no 
phone,  which  posed  a  problem  im¬ 
mediately.  We  agreed  to  see  Harry 
and  call  him  again,  and  he  in¬ 
formed  us  that  Richard  Bums, 
current  Managing  Editor  of  GCN 
was  expected  the  following  day.  It 
began  to  take  on  the  dimensions 
of  a  collective  meeting.  And  I  had 
driven  over  three  thousand  miles 
to  escape  all  that. 

We  still  didn’t  know  what  we 
were  going  to  do  about  staying  in 
the  area,  until  we  finally  reached 
Pat  Bond  who  invited  us  to  come 
to  San  Rafael  and  crash  at  her 
place  while  she  went  off  on  an  en¬ 
gagement.  She  made  her  generos¬ 
ity  look  like  we  were  doing  her  a 
favor  by  taking  care  of  her  dogs, 
but,  of  course,  we  knew  better. 
We  had  a  hilarious  dinner  with  her 
and  a  friend  of  hers,  Michael,  in  a 
charming  restaurant  near  her 
home.  Michael  said, “Shall  we  eat 
in  the  gazebo”(he  pronounced  it 
gays-bo),  so  I  said,  “I  didn’t 
know  they  had  set  aside  a  special 
section  just  for  us,”  to  which  Pat 
quipped  between  clenched  teeth, 
“I’ll  kill  you.” 

She  didn’t  kill  me;  the  restaur¬ 
ant  took  no  notice  of  us.  We  went 
on  to  ever-increasing  heights  of 
ecstasy  as  we  finally  got  to  scratch 
the  surface  of  San  Francisco,  city 
of  earthquakes,  bridges,  cleanli¬ 
ness  and  eternal  vacation.  Tune  in 
a  couple  of  weeks  from  now  and 
learn  what  GCNe rs  do  in  the  park, 
the  garden,  the  tea  house  .  .  . 


AAAS 


Continued  from  Page  10 

“At  this  point,  however,  the 
deadline  for  submissions  to  the 
meeting  had  passed,”  Westman 
explained.  The  proposal  was  sub¬ 
mitted  anyway,  and  one  month 
later,  Westman  received  a  phone 
call  from  William  Carey,  Execu¬ 
tive  Officer  of  the  AAAS. 

“He  told  me  ‘we’ll  give  you  a 
room  for  a  business  meeting,  and 
we’ll  also  put  a  paragraph  in  the 
program  as  a  special  meeting’,” 
Westman  said. 

The  AAAS  received  its  first  di¬ 
rect  call  to  action  during  a  presen¬ 
tation  by  Allan  Malyon,  a  prac¬ 
ticing  Clinical  Psychologist  from 
Los  Angeles  and  current  president 
of  the  Association  of  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Male  Psychologists,  who 
brought  with  him  a  recent  book 
entitled  Disorders  of  Sexual 
Desire,  by  Helen  Singer  Kaplan. 
The  book,  according  to  Malyon, 
is  fraught  with  homophobic  “so¬ 
lutions”  to  the  “problem”  of 
homosexuality,  yet  bears  on  its 
jacket  an  excerpt  from  a  highly 
laudatory  review,  the  author  of 
which  is  listed  as  the  “American 
Association  for  the  Advancement 
of  Science.” 

An  AAAS  representative  in  the 
audience  came  to  the  defense  of 
the  Association,  saying  that  book 
reviews  printed  in  its  Science 
magazine  represent  the  opinions 
of  independent  reviewers  only, 
and  are  not  to  be  construed  as  ex¬ 
pressing  the  views  of  the  AAAS. 
In  response  to  a  question  from  the 
audience,  Bruce  Kiernan  reiter¬ 
ated  this  point,  and  promised  to 
speak  to  attorneys  for  the  organi¬ 
zation  to  determine  if  legal  action 
could  be  taken  against  the  pub¬ 
lishers  of  the  book  for  unauthor¬ 
ized  use  of  the  Association’s 
name. 

After  the  closing  of  the  meet¬ 
ing,  a  group  of  participants  met  to 
discuss  further  possible  action  on 
the  part  of  Lesbian  and  Gay  sci¬ 
entists.  At  this  gathering,  a  new 
group,  the  National  Organization 
of  Lesbian  and  Gay  Scientists, 
was  formed.  Persons  interested  in 
offering  ideas  and  suggestions,  or 
who  wish  more  information  on 
the  organization  are  encouraged 
to  contact  Jeffrey  Escoffier,  3195 
16th  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA 
94103. 
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Classifieds 


JUST  FRIENDS 


Gay  Parents  —  do  you  have  a  child  that 
needs  a  big  brother?  GWM  interest  ed.t 
responsible,  political,  ethical,  teaching 
background.  I  live  in  Boston.  Write:  P.O. 
Box  918,  Provincetown,  MA  02657. 

_ (2?) 


PERSONALS 


MOUSIE  MOUSIE  WILDFLOWER 
We  cleaned  and  shopped 
And  cooked  ahead 
But  I  wish  we 
Had  stayed  in  bed 

I  love  you  preciously.  All  my  love, 
Porcupine _ 

UNO  UNO  UNO 

How  are  things?  Seems  like  a  long  time 
since  we  last  saw  you.  Miss  you. 

PLEASE  HELP  GCN 
If  you  have  a  set  of  office  mailboxes, 
and  would  like  them  to  have  a  grateful 
home,  we  could  use  them  in  the  GCN 
office.  Please  contact  Richard  or  Mike 
at  426-4469  or  write  to  GCN,  22  Brom- 
field  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108.  Thanks. 

GM,  27,  attractive,  new  to  Worcester, 
MA,  seeks  sine  male  friends,  local, 
similar  age  or  less,  any  race,  to  share  af¬ 
fection,  quiet  times,  music,  sports.  I'm 
5'8”  130  lb,  Chinese  parents.  Photo, 
phone  no,,  please.  GCN  Box  189.  (30) 

AN  OPEN  LETTER  TO  AM  TIKVA 
To  all  the  beautiful  folks  in  Am  Tikva  — 
Daniel  Rafael  and  his  mother  want  to 
thank  you  for  the  gifts,  the  beautiful 
naming  ceremony  and  most  of  all,  for 
your  love  and  support.  Shalom,  and 
Happy  Third  Anniversary! _ (28) 

Are  you  arming,  comrade  Atheists? 

Are  you  arming  for  the  fray? 

Are  you  resolved  on  victory,  and 
Crushing  Papal  sway? 

And  do  you  dare,  in  solemn  trust 
Upon  the  Quean  of  Queans 
To  Gain  our  freedom  using  any 
Necessary  means? 

Igor  S.V.  de  Goldilox-Goldilox  (29) 
JILL 

I  love  you.  Don’t  forget  me.  When  you 
get  back  from  Korea,  I’ll  be  waiting  — 
Your  Lover. _ (28) 

ANDY  R.  (SPORT) 

Happy  Birthday  to  the  gayest  ground¬ 
hog  I  know.  Trusting  shadows  no  longer 
frighten  us,  letter  from  Lotus  Land  to 
follow.  Buck. _ (27) 

Short,  thin  GWM  under  20  needing  love 
and  home  with  older  GWM.  Write  Oc¬ 
cupant,  Box  316,  Bedford,  NY  10506.  En- 
close  pic  for  prompt  ans. _ (30) 

YOUNG  MEN 

Will  see  visions;  old  men  will  dream 
dreams!  Person  approaching  mid-life 
available  &  affirmative  to  young  adult. 
Let's  reach  out  to  follow-up.  GCN  Box 
191. _ (28) 

MUSCLES  -  NEW  ENGLAND! 
All-gay  NE  BB  contest  coming  in  May! 
Applicants  and  bodybuilders  wishing  to 
join  new  club  write,  Metro,  Box  CY  154, 
400  Comm  Ave.,  Boston,  MA  02215.  (30) 

WATER  SPORTS 

GWM  29  loves  water  sports.  Wants  to 
meet  gdlkng  guys  16-50  for  golden 
shwr-shitscenes-enemas-dirty  pants 
fun.  Tell  me  what  you  like  &  how.  Photo/ 
tone  ans  first.  Occupant,  Box  161, 
Millis,  MA  02054. _ (27) 

GM,  gd  shape,  reas  attr  31,  sks  mature 
settled,  25-35,  into  smlr  things:  News 
Old  Boston,  skating,  musicals,  condi 
tionlng,  TM,  learning,  languages,  sing 
Ing,  group  discussions;  smart,  masc 
GCN  Box  187, _ _ _ (2f3 

It's  old,  but  it's  beautiful 

Its  filigree  is  fine 

T’was  worn  at  the  Old  Stonewall, 

Castro  Village  and  The  Pines 
My  Mother  wore  it  as  a  lass 
in  bygone  days  of  yore, 

And  on  the  Twenty-eighth  I  wear 

The  bra  my  mother  wore 

Simon  Vladimir  de  Goldilox-Goldilox. 

(30) 

GWF  prof  30’s  shy  at  parties,  bars.  Into 
nature,  animals,  especially  horses, 
wish  to  meet  women  for  friendship, 
horse  fun,  perhaps  more.  GCN  Box  178. 
_ (30) 

INTERESTED  IN  SF? 

GM,  30  SF  fan,  will  be  attending  the 
World  SF  Con  in  Aug.  Seeks  someone 
w/similar  interest  in  SF  for  correspon¬ 
dence  and  maybe  place  to  stay  during 
Con.  Write:  Joe,  PO  Box  2166,  Phila,  PA. 
19103. _ _ _ (27) 

GWF,  lower  Cape,  late  40s,  wld  Ik  meet 
same  to  form  close  frndshp.  I’m  Intel, 
attr,  wrm,  sincere,  like  quiet  dinners,  gd 
music,  Ing  walks,  quiet  loving  people. 
No  role  players,  no  men,  pis.  GCN  Box 
182; _ _ _ (£2 

DOV  BEN  KHAYYIM 
Your  letter  appeared  in  GCN  Jan.  5 
issue.  A  reader  sent  a  letter  to  you  c/o 
GCN.  Pis  send  your  address  to  GCN, 
attention:  Classifieds,  so  that  we  can 
forward  the  letter  to  you. 

Gay  women  write/meet  with  confiden¬ 
tiality  &  supportiveness  through  the 
Wishing  Well  Magazine  and  services. 
Intro  copy  $3  ppd.  Also  offering  Gay 
Women  Travel  Tours.  Information:  P.O. 
Box  664,  Novato,  CA  94947. _ (28) 


GWM,  34  5' 11  V4\  150  lbs,  seeks  long¬ 
term  friendship  with  other  gays,  especi¬ 
ally  Asians,  but  not  exclusively  so.  Pro¬ 
fessional,  relatively  new  to  Boston  area. 
Considered  handsome,  quiet,  honest, 
stable,  sensitive,  sincere,  caring  and 
independent.  Likes:  music,  movies, 
travel,  conversation,  and  the  company 
of  friends.  Prefer  to  meet  people  26-36 
yrs  of  similar  personality.  GCN  Box  171. 
_ (27) 

Simply  put  I'm  a  GWM  businessman, 
32,  who  is  looking  4  a  classy,  clean 
shaven  guy  over  18  to  take  to  a  movie 
and  dinner  at  least  once  in  a  while. 
628-7220,  or  possibly  the  exact  oppo¬ 
site!  Late  night  quicky?  I'm  open  to 
suggestions. _ (29) 

Warm  sensitive  GWF  seeks  friendship 
with  other  GWF  30+  .  I  like  long  walks, 
reading,  good  conversation,  Boston, 
tennis,  good  people  &  lobster!  Interest- 
ed?  GCN  Box  172. _ (27) 

ATTRAC,  WELL  OFF  HARV-ED  GWM 
30,  Camb  seeks  one  man  lover  20-32: 
shd  Ike  domestic  evenings,  books,  edc 
people,  travel.  Possible  live-in  for  right 
guy.  Detailed  letters  w/photo  only.  If 
you  are  sensitive,  affec,  gdlk,  romantic 
&  ready  for  life  long  commit  w/estab 
guy,  this  cd  be  it.  Be  serious,  I  am!  GCN 
Box  179. _ (28) 

YOUNG?  UNCUT? 

Goodlkg  WM  seeks  thin,  uncut  boy  who 
could  use  a  sincere,  discreet,  intel¬ 
ligent,  understanding,  cheerful  friend. 
Write  GCN  Box  175. _ (27) 

GWF  Young  40,  long  brown  hair  &  eyes, 
tailored  fern  dress.  Very  warm  &  atten¬ 
tive.  I  love  the  simple  &  elegant  things 
in  life!  Respond  to  GCN  Box  167,  (27) 

If  you  wish  to  respond  to  a  box  numbei 
in  any  of  our  ads,  send  to  GCN  Classi¬ 
fieds,  Box _ ,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Bos 

ton,  MA  02108. 


SERVICES 


TAX  SERVICE  PROVIDENCE 
Individual  and  small  business  tax  pre¬ 
paration.  3  to  10pm  daily,  or  by  appoint¬ 
ment.  East  Side  Tax  Reporting,  157 
Medway  St.  (401)  421-1373  VISA.  (30) 
Carpentry  and  Sheetrock  —  Free  Esti¬ 
mates.  Call  Kevin,  236-1339  or  Doug, 
266-5328. _ (27) 

TAKE  ME  -  I'M  YOURS! 

Have  a  portrait  taken  of  or  with  your 
valentine.  Your  place  or  ours.  Isn't  it 
about  time?  Remember  this  valentine 
by  calling  T  &  H  Studio  (617)  356-0248, 
Ipswich,  MA.  Gay-owned  &  run.  (28) 


MASS.  BAY 

COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 

INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP  COUNSELING. 
Newton  Corner,  Mass,  (oft  the  Pike, 

(617)965-1311  for  appt. 


IT’S  TIME 

Start  changing,  growing  the  way  you 
want.  Sensitive  male  therapist  M.S. 
Prof.  Trained.  Gay-lesbian  clients. 
Eclectic  approach.  (617)  723-5651.  (15) 

GAY  MEN’S  THERAPY  GROUP 
Beginning,  has  openings. 

David  Seil  Associates  536-2665 
David  Seil,  M.D.  —  Director. 

THERE’S  NOTHING  GAY 
About  a  drinking  problem!  For  profes¬ 
sional  help  call  Robert  Justin  Arnold, 
MSW,  CAC.  Mod.  fees.  Confidential. 
(212)788-1596. _ (20) 

PRINTING 

Letterheads,  flyers,  resumes/all  facets 
of  print  services.  Gay  Owned.  Copy 
Cellar,  55  Broad  St.,  Boston  542-8280. 
_ (29) 

SERVING  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY 
Humanistic  counselling  for  inds  and 
couples.  Open,  informal  atmosphere. 
Female  prof  Clinical  Soc.  Wkr.  15  yrs 
exp  In  SF/NYC.  Flexible  hours.  Fee 
negotiable  w/bartering  when  nec.  In  JP 
nearT.  Mariette  522-4572. _ (38) 

ASSERTIVENESS  TRAINING 
Turley  and  Associates  announces  reg¬ 
istration  open  for  January  groups.  Call 
(6 17)  965-2040  for  more  info. _ (22) 


CALVIN  E.  TURLEY  &  ASSOCIATES 
Therapy  Attending  to  the 
Psychological  and  Spiritual 
Needs  of  Persons 
965-2040 


CONN  GAY  COUNSELING 
Individuals,  couples,  women,  men,  slid¬ 
ing  scale,  to  make  appt,  or  be  on  mail¬ 
ing  list  for  workshops,  call  (203) 
727-0379,  Patricia  Schwartz,  M.A.  (27) 

MARRIED  MEN  GAY/BI  GROUP 
Therapy  group  focusing  on  needs  of 
Gay/Bi  men  married  to  women  has 
openings.  Call  Francis  Giambrone,  MA. 
661-2032  or  24  hr  ans  serv  661-7890.  (29) 


ROOMMATES 


Woman  needed  to  share  small,  quiet 
apartment  in  Brighton.  On  T.  Non- 
smoker  pref.  Homophobics  discour¬ 
aged.  Available  2/1-5/31.  $125  inc  heat. 
Call  Jane  254-7031. _ (28) 

GWM  seeks  GM/F  to  share  Ige  So  End 
apt,  200/mo  inc  heat,  hw.  Must  be  neat 
and  non-smoker.  Bob,  days,  227-6677. 

_  (27) 

Gloucester,  would  like  to  share  five 
room  house  w/quiet  resp  GWM,  inc  ht, 
hot  water,  elec.  $1 50/mo.  Please  call 
Ray  at  283-0507  bet  5  &  7  pm.  (27) 

Stoughton  GM  seeks  same  to  share  Ig 
mod  mostly  turn  2  bdrm  apt.  $190. mo 
incl  util,  pkng,  pool,  AC.  5  min  walk  to 
train  to  So.  Sta.  Must  be  clean.  Avail  2/1. 
Call  344-0535  after  7  pm. _ (27) 

Share  spacious  hse  w/2  prof  les,  30+ . 
Own  Irg  sunny  frpl  rm.  Winchester,  easy 
8  mi  to  Bsn,  car  or  train.  No  cigs,  pets, 
pref  veg.  $150  +  .  729-1148  morn  or  eve. 
_ (27) 

Arlington,  GWM,  33  seeks  roommate  to 
share  clean,  neat  furnished  6  rm  apt  in  2 
fam  home  w/yd.  &  garage.  Prefer  non- 
smoker.  Yr  share  rent,  util,  phone  $240. 
Call  after  6  pm  or  on  weekend  John 
(617)646-7787. _  (27) 

GWM  33  prof  resp  seeks  apt  to  share 
thru  June.  Must  be  quiet  &  near  T.  Un¬ 
shared  studio/1  br  also  possible.  Peter 
(617)547-7138, 8-10  pm  only. _ (27) 

Lesbian  sks  same  to  share  tobacco-free 
2  bdrm  apt  on  N.  Shore.  Interests  incl 
natural  foods,  cats,  music,  avail  2-80. 
90/mo  +  util.  Call  922-4548. _ (28) 

APARTMENTS _ 

WORCESTER  SQUARE 
Owner-occupied  rooming  house,  rooms 
with  eat-in  kitchens,  share  baths. 
Sanded  floors.  $185  includes  util.  Tel 
536-9546. _ (28) 

REAL  ESTATE _ 

Martha’s  Vineyard.  Vi  acre,  hilly, 
wooded  lot  nr  Vineyard  Haven.  Town 
wtr  &  elec,  paved  road,  blueberries. 
$17,500.  (617)693-1021/693-9802.  (28) 


RESORTS 


Santo  Domingo,  Hotel  Casa  del  Conde 
for  men,  center  of  city.  $12  per  night 
incl  full  breakfast.  Owner  muy  simpa- 
tico.  For  info  call  (617)  546-6972  or  (809) 
689-3091. _ (27) 

YOUR  PERSONAL  TRAVEL  AGENT 
Bookings  at  gay  hotels.  Amtrak  tickets. 
Airline  tickets.  Business  trips,  vaca¬ 
tions,  weekends.  Phone  Robert 
Seabury,  Travel  Agent,  at  (212)  255-2485. 
If  line  is  busy,  call  (212)  242-3900.  Call 
any  day. _ (30) 


WEEKEND  RETREAT  FOR  WOMYN 
Secluded  in  VT  hills,  x-country  ski,  from 
door  15  miles  to  Hanover,  NH.  Single 
$65,  double  $100.  Veggie  meals  incl. 
Box  7,  Norwich,  VT  (802)  333-4093. 
_ (21,23,25, 27) 

MOVERS _ _ 

GRANDMOTHERS  HELPERS 
Anything,  anywhere  —  all  size  trucks, 
with  dollies,  straps  and  pads  —  fast 
and  efficient.  Very  reliable.  Careful, 
cheerful  and  cheap.  864-0844 _ (3(j 

THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  CO. 
Licensed — Insured — Professional 
24  hrs./day-7  days/wk.  No  O.T.  charges. 
Local  Jobs-Local  Rates. _ 354-2184 

Julian  Wright  Moving  Company 
Licensed  and  Insured.  Reliable. 
Experienced 
661-2958 (16) 

ACCOMMODATIONS 

CAMBRIDGE  DICKENSIAN  HOME 
Two  light,  spacious  rooms  with  one 
fireplace,  porch,  trees,  bay  windows. 
Semi-furnished.  Await  two  friends, 
couple,  reliable,  quiet.  Gentle,  reason¬ 
able  household.  $55  &  $45  wk,  kitchen, 
util  incl.  Hardwood  floors.  Call 
864-7148,864-1406  eves. _ (27) 

THE  HOUSE  BOSTON 
Guest  Rooms  —  Nightly  Rates 
Furn  Rooms  &  Apts  —  Wkly  Rates 
Restaurant  &  Bar 
(617)783-5701—5131  (35) 

JOD  OPPORTUNITIES 

Exp  Mgr  wanted  for  rest/disco  in 
Ogunquit,  ME.  Must  have  knowledge  in 
all  facets  of  promotions,  operations, 
purchasing,  and  overall  managerial  re¬ 
sponsibility.  Only  those  w/proven  track 
records  need  apply.  References  re¬ 
quired.  Exc  oppty.  Send  resume  to  GCN 
Box  190. _ (28) 

ARCHITECT  WANTED 
Small  firm  needs  graduate  architect 
with  design  or  working  drawing  exper¬ 
ience  in  housing.  Contact  Hugh  Rus¬ 
sell,  18  Brattle  St.,  Camb,  MA,  661-5880. 

(28) 

RECEPT/TYPIST 

At  gay  mental  health  clinic.  Hrs  M-Th 
1-9,  F  11-7.  Phone,  type  50  wmp.  Com¬ 
petitive  salary  &  benefits.  Resume 
HCHS,  80  Boylston  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02116. _ (26) 

ASST  DIRECTOR 

For  Admin  at  lie  mental  health  clinic. 
Resp  for  supr  office  staff,  oversight 
agency  finances  &  systems.  Min  3  yrs 
admin  exp.  $  15  K  &  benefits.  Re¬ 
sume  HCHS,  80  Boylston  St.,  Boston, 
M  A  02116. _ (26) 


Live-in  housekeeper  for  large  North 
Shore  home.  Room,  board  and  small 
wages  in  return  for  about  20  hrs  of  work 
each  week.  Call  927-2605  or  write  12 
OberSt.,  Beverly,  MA  01915. _ (28) 

HELP  WANTED 

Full  time,  must  be  18  yrs  or  older 
w/valid  driver’s  license.  For  appt.  call 
Century  Auto  Rentals  426-0003.  (27) 

Room  and  board  in  exchange  for  dog 
care  and  carpentry  work.  Call  after  4pm, 
864-0117. _ _ _ (26) 

JOBS  WAHTED 

PH.D. 

Clinical  psychologist,  transperson, 
M-F,  desperately  seeks  any  kind  of 
steady,  honest  work,  Eastern-Central 
Mass.  Have  references.  GCN  Box  183. 
_ _ (27) 

Houseboy  position  wanted.  I'll  cook, 
clean,  shop,  and  do  laundry.  Full/part 
time,  live  in/out.  Very  reasonable. 
353-6445,  ask  for  Ralph. _ (27) 

ORGANIZATIONS 

RHODE  ISLAND  GAY  WOMEN 
Group  for  gay  professional  women  30  + 
now  forming  in  Rl  area,  to  meet  monthly 
for  C/R  &  social.  No  heavy  problems, 
please.  Women  who  feel  good  about 
themselves  &  being  gay,  please  write. 
GCN  Box  184, _  (27) 

NH  LAMBDA 

Box  1043,  Concord,  NH  03301.  332- 
4440,  889-1416,  224-3785,  399-4927, 
224-8517.  A  statewide  lesbian  organiza¬ 
tion,  meeting  the  third  Saturday  of 
every  month.  Support,  education  and 

political  action,  since  1976. _ 

BLACK  &  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 
A  new  organization  now  being  formed 
for  Black  and  White  men  interested  in 
each  other.  Write  to  BWMT,  279  Col- 
lingwood,  S.F.  CA94114. _ (27) 

LESBIAN/GAY  SOCIALIST  GROUP 
forming  in  Connecticut.  For  info,  con¬ 
tact:  Box  262,  Mlddlefield,  CT  06455. 
_  (28) 

D.O.B. 

Support  organization  for  lesbians,  1151 
Mass  Av,  Camb.  Old  Camb  Bap.  Raps 
every  Tues  &  Thurs  8pm.  35  plus  rap 
2nd  W  &  4th  Frl,  8pm.  Bi-monthly  mag¬ 
azine  FOCUS  $8.00.  Monthly  social  & 
fund-raising  event.  Info  &  office  hrs 
661-3633.  All  women  invited  to  partici¬ 
pate.  (23) 


PUBLICATIONS 


NEW  GAY-OWNED  MAGAZINE 
AFTA  Magazine  —  reviews  gay  records, 
books,  businesses.  Seeks  ads,  inves¬ 
tors,  writers/artists.  Sample  $2.50, 
6— $10.00  Bill  Marcinko,  47  Crater, 
Wharton,  NJ  07885. _ (27) 


3  men  sk  4th  to  build  supportive  fem¬ 
inist  semi-veg  home.  Striving  for  per 
sonal/political  balance.  Camb/Som  line. 
Seth,  Keith,  Michael,  625-2243.  (27) 

Lesbian-feminist  wanted  for  drug-and- 
alcohol-free  apt  in  J.P.  $80/mo  plus  heat 
&  util.  Pets  welcome.  Julie  522-5880 
(late  nights,  best  time). _ (28) 


Classified  Ad  deadline  is  Tuesday  noon  (prior  to  Sunday 
publication). 

All  ads  must  be  paid  in  advance.  No  ads  accepted  by 
phone.  Make  check  or  money  order  payable  to.  Gay 
Community  News,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 
02108. 

since  we  are  distributed  nationwide,  please  include  your 
area  code  if  your  ad  includes  a  telephone  number. 

\on-business:  $3.00  per  week  for  4  lines  (35  characters 
per  line);  each  additional  line  25  cents.  Headlines  are  50 
cents  per  week  for  25  characters. 

ilusiness  (if  you  charge  money  for  a  service,  you  are  a 
business): 54.00  per  week  for  4  lines  (35  characters  per 
line)  and  50  cents  for  each  additional  line.  Headlines 
are  $1.00  for  25  characters. 

If  you  wish  to  pick  up  your  mail  at  the  GCN  office:  Our 
hours  are  10  a.m.  to  6  p.m.  Monday  through  Friday. 

There  is  a  charge  of  $1 .00  for  a  phone  number  included  in 
a  Personal  ad. 

Box  /lumbers  are  available  at  $  1 .00  for  6  weeks  if  you  pick 
up  your  mail.  If.  however,  you  wish  your  mail  for¬ 
warded.  the  rate  is  $3.00  for  6  weeks.  Mail  is  forwarded 
at  the  end  of  the  3rd  and  6th  weeks.  If  you  want  mail 
forwarded  for  a  3  month  period  a  $5.00  charge  will  be 
made  for  the  additional  lime. 
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Quick  Goy  Guide 


Boston  Area  (617) 

INFORMATION/SERYICE/SOCIAL 

Access  (Cambridge  Hotline)  661-3900 

BAGALS  (Boston  Area  Lesbian  and  Gay  Schoolworkers) 
P.O.  Box  178,  Astor  St.,  Boston,  02123 
Boston  Aslan  Gay  Men  &  Lesbians 
c/o  Glad  Day  Bookshop,  22  Bromfield  St. 

Boston,  02108  542-0114 

Chiltern  Mountain  Club  227-6167 

Box  104,  104  Charles  St.,  Boston  02114 
Clearspace,  Box  119,  104  Charles  St.  Boston  02114 
Committee  for  Gay  Youth, 

GCN  Box  10GY,  22  Bromfield  St.  02108 
El  Comlte  Latino  de  lesbianas  y  homosexuals  de  Boston 
P.O.  Box  365,  Cambridge,  02139  354-1755 

Frenz  &  Luvvers  Assoc. 

P.O.  Box  814,  Boston  02123 
Gay  Speakers  Bureau,  P.O.  Box  2232, 

Boston  02107 

Gay  Recreational  Activities  Committee 
(GRAC),  c/o  GCN  Box  8000 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Folkdancing 
c/o  Clcone,  24  Clary  St.  Cambridge,  02139 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Hotline  (6-12pm,  Mon.-Fri.) 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Media  Advocates 
c/o  GCN,  22  Bromfield,  02108 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Parents  Project 

21  Bay  St.  Cambridge  02139 
Older  and  Other  Gays,  c/o  GCN,  Box  1500, 

22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston  02108 
Outreach  Institute 

Box  368,  Kenmore  St.,  02215 
Parents  of  Gays  542-5188  (days),  426-9371  (nights) 

Project  Place  267-9150 

Tapestry  Counseling  Inc., 

20  Sacramento  St.,  Cambridge.  661-0248 


354-0133 


282-9161 

492-1339 


426-9371 


367-9000 


492-2655 


277-3454 


POLITIC  AL/LEGAL 


Closet  Space  WCAS  (740  AM) 

Esplanade 

Fag  Rag 

Gay  Community  News 

Gay  Way  Radio  WBUR  (90.9  FM) 

Good  Gay  Poets 

4lit  Parade,  104  Charles  St.,  Boston,  02114 
Musically  Speaking  WMBR  (88.1  FM) 

MEDICAL/COUNSELING 

4926450 

787-1084 

661-7534 

4264469 

353-2790 

2666103 

2665800 

253-4000 

Alcoholics  Anonymous 

Arcadia  Counseling,  Lesbian  Support  Group 

4269444 

520  Comm.  Ave. 

739-2200  x58 

Fenway  Community  Health  Center 

267-7573 

Gay  AlAnon  (families  of  alcoholics) 

Gay  Nurses'  Alllance/East 

PO.  Box  673,  Randolph,  MA  02368 

843-5300 

Gender  Identity  Service 

8646181 

Homophlle  Alcoholism  T  reatment  Service 

542-5188 

Homophlle  Community  Health  Service 

542-5188 

Mass  Bay  Counseling 

31  Channlng  St.,  Newton  Corner  02158 
Sexual  Health  Centers  of  N.E.,  Inc., 

9661311 

739  Boylston  St.,  Boston  02116 

2663444 

Tufts  Skin  Care  Clinic  (VD  treatment) 

DOOKS/DARS/DUSINESSES 

9565293 

Glad  Day  Book  Shop,  22  Bromfield 

New  Words,  186  Hampshire,  Cambridge 

542-0144 

02139 

8765310 

Red  Bookstore,  136  River  St.,  Camb. 

The  Bar  (Disco  Dancing,  Mostly  Men) 

4916930 

262  Boylston  St. 

Buddies  (Cruise-Disco) 

247-9308 

733  Boylston  St. 

Chaps  (Denin,  Men) 

262-2480 

27  Huntington  Ave. 

Delivery  Entrance  (at  the  House  Restaurant) 

2667778 

12  Wilton  St. 

Harry's  Place  (Dancing,  Men) 

783-5701 

45  Essex  St. 

Herbie’s  Ramrod  Room  (Leather,  Men) 

3368816 

1254  Boylston  St. 

247-0989 

Jacques  (Mixed,  Dancing) 

79  Broadway  338-9066 

Napoleon  Club  (Men,  Dancing  Fri.-Sun.) 

52  Piedmont  St.  338-7547 

Paradise  (Talking,  Mostly  Men) 

180  Mass.  Ave.  (Cambridge)  864-4130 

Playland  (Men,  some  Women) 

21  Essex  St.  338-7254 

Saints  (Women)  354-8807 

Somewhere  (Disco  Dancing,  Mostly  Women) 

295  Franklin  St.  423-7730 

Spoiler's  Cafe  (Men)  228  Cambridge  St. 

Together  (Disco  Dancing,  Mixed) 

110  Boylston  St.  426-0086 

Gay  Business  Assn.,  21  Huntington  Ave.  02116 
Club  Boston  (Gay  men's  baths) 

4LaGrangeSt.  426-1451 

Eastern  Mass.  (617) 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

Gay  Hotline  756-0730 

Mass.  Teachers  Assoc./Gay  Rights  Caucus 
P.O.  Box  75,  New  Salem  01355 
Montachusett  Gay  Alliance,  Fitchburg  342-51 1 7 

North  Shore  Gay  Alliance  745-6966 

Box  806,  Marblehead  927-2605 

Provincetown  24-Hour  Drop-in  Center  487-0387 

Survival  Crisis  Line  471-7100 

RELIGIOUS _ 

Christian  Community  Church, 

112  Emerson,  St.,  Haverhill  01830 
Dignity  Merrimack  Valley 
P.O.  Box  348,  Lowell  08853 
MCC  Worcester,  2  Wellington  St., 

WOMEN 


363-2286 


851-6711 

753-8360 


BLAGMAR  (Boston  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men 
Against  the  Right)  524-1512, 266-6103 

B.U.  Gay  and  Lesbian  Legal  Association  236-4710 

B.U.  Law  School,  755  Comm.  Ave.  367-1394 

Cambridge  Gay  Political  Caucus, 

P.O.  Box  218,  E.  Cambridge  02141  491-0968 

Civil  Liberties  Union  of  Mass.  742-8020 

GLAD  (Gay  and  Lesbian  Advocates 
and  Defenders,  2  Park  Sq.  426-1350 

Harvard  Committee  on  Gay  Legal  Issues 
Roscoe  Pound  Hall,  Cambridge,  02139 
Robin  MacCormack,  Mayor's  Office  725-4410 

Mass  Gay  Political  Caucus 

Suite  407,  739  Boylston  St.  242-3544 

National  Lawyers  Guild,  595  Mass.  Ave., 

Cambridge  02139  542-5415,5426837 

STUDENT _ 

Gay  People  at  BU,  c/o  Program  Resources  Office 
George  Sherman  Union,  Boston  University.  353-3646 

Gay  Academic  Union  of  New  England, 

P.O.  Box  212,  Boston  02101  661-6500 

Gay/Lesblan  Concern  Group  of  Boston  College 

P.O.  Box  L199,  Chestnut  Hill,  MA  02167  661-4059 

Gay  People’s  Group,  UMass/Boston 
(Harbor  Campus),  Bldg  1,4th  fl,  Rm  178  287-1900x2169 

Harvard-Radcliffe  Gay  Student  Assn.  498-7059 

MIT  Gays,  Rm.  50-306  253-5440 

Northeastern  Gay  Student  Org.,  c/o  Student 
Activities  Office,  255  Ell  Ctr 
Tufts  Gay  Community,  c/o  Student 
Activities  Office.  Medford  02155 

WOMEN _ 

Arcadia  Counseling  for  Women,  520  Comm  Ave 
(Kenmore  Sq.)  247-4861  x58 

Cambridge  Women’s  Center  354-8807 

Daughters  of  Billtis,  1151  Mass.  Ave., 

Cambridge  02138  661-3633 

Gay  Professional  Women's  Assn., 

Box  308,  Boston  U  Sta.,  Boston  02215 
Janus  Counseling  for  Lesbians, 

21  Bay  St  ,  Cambridge  661-2537 

Lesbian  Liberation,  c/o  Women's  Center  354-8807 

Massachusetts  Feminist  Federal  Credit  Union 
186V4  Hampshire  St.,  Camb.  661-0450 

National  Organization  for  Women  661-6015 

99  Bishop  Allen  Dr.,  Cambridge  02139 
T ufts  Women's  Center  628-5000  x793 

Womanspace,  636  Beacon  St.  (Kenmore  Sq.)  267-7992 

Women's  Alcoholism  Program, 

1348  Cambridge  St.,  Cambridge  02139  661-1316 

Women's  Community  Health  Center, 

639  Mass.  Ave.,  Cambridge  547-2302 

RELIGIOUS _ 

Am  Tlkva,  P.O.  Box  11,  Cambridge,  02138 
Dignity,  355  Boylston  St.,  Boston  02114  536-6518 

Friends  (Quaker)  for  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Concerns  7766377 

Integrity,  P.O.  Box  2582,  Boston  02208  262-3057 

Lutherans  Concerned  for  Gay  People  536-3788 

Metropolitan  Community  Church  523-7664 

Fr.  Paul  Shanley  (Exodus  Center)  964-0996 

Unitarian  Universalists  Office  of  Gay  Concerns 
25  Beacon  St.,  Boston  02108  742-2100 

MEDIA 


Everywoman's  Center,  Box  949,  14  Center 
St.,  Provincetown  02657  (4-6pm) 

Lesbian  Support  Group,  Mercy  Otis  Warren 
Women's  Center,  298  Main  St.,  Hyannls 
02601  771-6739 

New  Bedford  Women’s  Clinic  999-1570 

Origins,  Inc.,  A  Women's  Center 

169  Boston  St„  Salem  01970  745-5873 

The  Women's  Bookstore 

1087  Main,  01603  791-5127 

Women's  Meeting  House 

89  Downing  St.  01610  752-5905 

STUDENT _ 

Clark  U.  Gay  Alliance,  950  Main,  A-70 
Salem  State  Gay  Task  Force 
Salem  St.  College,  Salem  01970 


7456556  (ext.  209) 


Western  Moss.  (410) 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

Berkshire  County  Gay  Coalition, 

P.O.  Box  1562,  Pittsfield  01 201 
Gay  Counseling  Collective 
406F  Student  Union 
UMass,  Amherst 
Help  Line 

Together,  Box  427,  Forest  Park  Sta., 

Springfield  01108 

WOMEN 


Dignity/New  Haven,  P.O.  Box  285, 

West  Haven  06516 

436-8945 

Integrity/Hartford,  P.O.  Box  3681, 

Central  Sta.,  Hartford  06103 

Integrity/New  Haven,  P.O.  Box  1777, 

522-2646 

New  Haven  06507 

787-1510 

MCC/Hartford,  P.O.  Box  514, 

Hartford  06101 

MCC/New  Haven,  P.O.  Box  1273, 

232-5110 

New  Haven  06505 

777-9808 

MEDICAL/COUNSELING 

Gay  Alcoholics  Anon.  (Information) 

Gay  Health  Workers  at  YNHH, 

7760615 

Box  2031,  Yale  St.,  New  Haven,  06520 

436-8354 

Rhode  Island  (401) 

INFORMATION/SERYICE/SOCIAL 

Gay  Help  Line 

751-3322 

Gay  Community  Services  of  R.I., 

7269269 

Box  3057,  Pawtucket,  02861 

7286023 

MEDICAL/COUNSELING 

Providence  Gay  Group  of  AA 

WOMEN 

333-1396 

Gay  Women  of  Brown,  c/o  Sarah  Doyle 
Women’s  Center,  186  Meeting  St., 
Providence,  02912 

Lesbian  Feminist  Union,  Sarah  Doyle  Center 
Box  1829  Brown  Sta.,  Providence  02912 
Support  Group  for  Gay  Women  Over  25 
Box  755,  Pawtucket  02860 

STUDENT 


863-2189 


863-2189 


942-5368 


447-7818 


545-2645 

664-6391,6646392 


Common  Woman  Club,  78  Masonic  St., 

Northampton  01060  584-4580 

Everywomen's  Center,  Amherst  545-0883 

Gay  Women's  Caucus,  Amherst  545-3438 

Southwest  Women’s  Center  545-0626 

Womonfrye  Books  586-6445 

RELIGIOUS _ 

Dignity/Springfield,  P.O.  Box  1604 
Springfield  01101 

STUDENT _ 

Lesbian  Union,  920  Campus  Center, 

UMass,  Amherst  01003  545-3438 

People’s  Gay  Alliance,  RSO  368  Student 
Union,  UMass,  Amherst,  01002  545-0154 

Connecticut  (200) 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

Conn.  Gay  Task  Force,  P.O.  Box  1139, 

New  Haven  06505  436-8945 

Gay  Switchboard,  Hartford,  M-F  11-2  pm, 

6-1 1  pm,  P.O.  Box  514,  Hartford  06101  522-5575 

Gay  Switchboard,  New  Haven,  M-F  8-11  pm, 

P.O.  Box  2031,  Yale  Station, 

New  Haven  06520  436-8945 

Gay  Youth-New  Haven,  P.O.  Box  2031 
Yale  Sta.,  New  Haven  06520  436-8945 

George  W.  Henry  Foundation  (counseling), 

45  Church  St.,  Hartford  06103  522-2646 

Institute  of  Social  Ethlcs/Gay  National 
Archives,  One  Gold  St.,  Suite  22-BC, 

Hartford  06103  547-1281 

So.  Conn.  Org.  for  Human  Rights, 

P.O.  Box  3792,  New  Haven  06525  562-1007 

WOMEN _ 

Gay  Women’s  Collective,  c/o  Women’s  Center, 

Box  U-118,UConn,Storrs  06268  486-4738 

Heartroots  Feminist  Therapy  Collective,  522-2763 

214  Laurel  St.,  Hartford  06105  747-5451 

Lesbian  Rap,  New  Haven,  148  Orange  St., 

New  Haven  0651 0  436-0645 

Women's  Center,  Hartford,  57  Pratt  St., 

Rm  301,  Hartford  06103  525-2382 

Women's  Center,  Manchester  Community 
College,  P.O.  Box  1046,  Manchester,  06040  646-4900 

Women's  Center,  UConn,  Box  U-118, 

Storrs  06828  486-4738 

Women’s  Center,  Wesleyan,  Box  WW, 

Wesleyan  Sta.,  Middletown  06457  347-941 1 

Women's  Liberation  Center,  New  Haven, 

148  Orange  St.,  New  Haven  06510  436-0645 

STUDENT _ 

Eros,  Gay  Students  at  Trinity  College 
c/o  Chaplain's  Office,  Hartford  06106  527-3151 

Gay  Alliance,  New  Haven  &  Gay  Alliance  at  Yale, 

P.O.  Box  2031 ,  Yale  Sta.,  New  Haven  06520  4366945 

Gay  Alliance,  UConn,  Box  U6,  Storrs,  06268  4862273 

Gay  Alliance,  Wesleyan,  c/o  Women's  Center, 

Box  WW,  Wesleyan  Sta.,  Middletown.  06457  347-9411 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance,  So.  Conn.  St.  College, 

386  Sherman  Ave.,  New  Haven  06511  865-2802 

Gay  Community,  Conn.  College 

P.O.  Box  1295,  New  London  06320  442-1807 

Lesbians,  Wesleyan,  c/o  Women's  Center, 

Box  WW,  Wesleyan  St.,  Middletown  06457  347-9411 

Yalesbians,  P.O.  Box  2031,  Yale  Sta., 

New  Haven  06520  4368945 

RELIGIOUS _ 

Dignity/Fairfield  County, 

P.O.Box  348,  Belden  Sta.  Norwalk,  06850 
Dignity/Hartford,  P.O.  Box  72, 

Hartford  06141  233-8325 


Gay  Hotline,  U  of  VT 
Gay  Student  Union,  U  of  VT, 
Burlington  05401,  M-F,  7-9pm 


6564173 

656-4173 


Maine  (207) 

IHFOkMATIOH/SEKVICE/SOCIAL 

Center  for  Being,  Alternative  Counseling  Service 


Boothbay  Harbor 
Down  East  Gay  Alliance 
Box  594 

Bar  Harbor  04609 

MEDIA 


633-5264 


2863773 


Mainely  Gay,  P.O.  Box  4542,  Portland  04112 

MEN/WOMEN _ 

Aroostook  Lambda,  P.O.  Box  990,  Caribou,  ME  04736 
Maine  Lesbian  Feminists  P.O.  Box  125,  Belfast,  04915 
Midcoast  Gay  Men  P.O.  Box  57  Belfast,  ME  04915 

STUDENT _ 

Wllde-Stein  Club,  c/o  Memorial  Union, 

U.  of  Maine,  Orono  04473 _ 

New  Hampshire  (603) 

INFORMATION/SERYICE/SOCIAL 

Nashua  Area  Gays,  P.O.Box  3472, 

Nashua  03061 

NH  Coalition  of  Lesbians  &  Gay  Men 
Box  521 ,  Concord  03301 
NH  Lambda,  Box  1043,  Concord  03301 
Concord  224-3785;  Keene  399-4927;  Nashua  889-1416 

MEN 


Paul  8861305 


224-7027 


Central  N.H.  Men's  Support  Group 
31  Union  St.,  Concord  03301  224-7027 

Seacoast  Gay  Men,  P.O.  Box  221  Portsmouth  03801 

WOMEN _ 

Full  Circle,  monthly  feminist  news 
journal,  P.O.  Box  235,  Contoocook,  NH  03229 
Lesbian  Feminist  Collective,  Box  47,  Penacook 

STUDENT _ 

Dartmouth  Gay  Students'  Assoc. 

Hlnman  Box  5057,  Hanover  03755 _ 

New  York  City  (2(2) 

IHFOkMATIOH/SEkVICE/SOCIAL 

Ass'n  of  Gay  Social  Workers, 
c/o  Gay  Switchboard  Message  Center, 

1 10  E.  23rd  St.,  Suite  502, 10010  777-7697 

Chelsea  Gay  Association 

164  W  21st  St.  #1979  10011  691-0057 

FOLKS  (Friends  of  Little  Kids  9896653 

Gay  Atheists  League  of  America 

P.O.  Box  248,  Village  Sta  NYC  10014  2663944 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Blind,  110  East  23rd  St. 

Suite  502,  NYC  10010 

Gay  Switchboard  777-1800 

Gayellow  Pages 

P.O.Box  292,  Village  Sta.  744-2785 

Mirth  and  Girth  Club  734-7748 

New  York  Gay  Prisoners  Support  Committee, 

P.O.  Box  2,  Village  Station,  10014  6776237 

Oscar  Wilde  Memorial  Bookshop, 

15  Christopher  St.  2556097 

SAGE,  Inc. 

487A  Hudson  St.  10014 
West  Side  Discussion  Group, 

26  Ninth  Ave.  (at  W.14  St.)  6760143 

WOMEN 


Dykes  S  Tykes 

Room  502,  110  E.  23rd  St.  10010 
Gay  Women's  Alternative, 

4  W.  76th  St.  10023 
Lesbian  Herstory  Archives, 

P.O.  Box  1258,  10001 
Lesbian  Switchboard 
243  W.  20th  St.  10010 

POLITICAL/LEGAL 


5326669 


741-2610 


Committee  of  Lesbian  and  Gay  Male  Socialists  986301 2 
Dykes  &  Tykes  Legal  Custody  Center, 

Rm  502, 110  E.  23rd  St.,  NYC  10010  7776358 

Gay  Activists  Alliance, 

P.O.  Box  2,  Village  Station  6776237 

Gay  Lawyers  &  Law  Students'  Group 

Postal  Address:  Law  Group  P.O.  Box  1899 
Grand  Central  Station  10017  6268532 

Lambda  Legal  Defense,  P.O.  Box  5448, 

Grand  Central  Sta,,  1 001 7  53261 97 

National  Coalition  of  Gay  Activists, 

P.O.  Box  A-711,  Grand  Central  Sta.,  10017 
National  Gay  Task  Force, 

80  Fifth  Ave.,  Rm  1601  741-5800 

National  March  on  Washington 
29  W.  21st  St.,  2nd  fl„  10010  924-2970 

RELIGIOUS 


Brown  Univ.  Gay  Students  Assn.,  305  Faunce 
House,  Waterman  Ave.,  Providence  02912 
Office  hours:  Noon-1  pm  weekdays  863-3062 

RELIGIOUS _ 

Dignity/Providence  7246132 

Box  2231,  Pawtucket  02861 

MCC/Providence,  134  Matthewson  St.  272-9247 

MCC  Innovative  Ministry  (terminally  ill,  aged  and 
handicapped),  Rev.  Michael  Nordstrom,  272-8482 

Vermont  (602) 

IMFOKMATIOMfSEkVICEfSOCIAL 

Southern  Vermont  Lesbians/Gay  Men’s 
Coalition,  P.O.  Box  1034,  Brattleboro  05301 
Washington  County  Gays  2236843 

P.O.  Box  1264,  Montpelier  05602 

WOMEN _ 

Southern  Vermont  Women's  Health  Center, 

187  N.  Main  St.,  Rutland,  05701  775-1946 

Women's  Center, 

P.O.  Box  92  Burlington  05401  863-1236 

RELIGIOUS _ 

Integrity,  P.O.  Box  11  Winooski,  05404 

STUDENT 


Church  of  the  Beloved  Disciple, 

348  W.  14th  St.,  10004 
Integrity-Episcopal  Gay  Society, 

GPO  Box  1549, 10001 

MCC/NY,  201  W.  13th  St.,  10011 

2426616 

9896653 

242-1212 

MEDIA/ENTERTAINMENT 

Gaysweek,  216W.  18th  St.  10011 

Gay  Theatre  Alliance 

WBAI  Gay  Rap 

929-7720 

5962597 

2796707 

STUDENT 

New  York  U.  Gay  People's  Union 

Loeb  Student  Ctr,  Rm  810 

598-7056 

MEDICAL/COUNSELING 

Gay  People  In  Health  Care 

74  Grove  St.  Rm  2RW,  10014 

National  Gay  Health  Collective 

55  West  26  St.  #402, 10010 

499-1453 

725-0114 

OCCUPATIONAL 

Gay  Teacher’s  Association,  204  Lincoln 
PI.,  Brooklyn  11217 

2565969/499-1060 

New  York  State 

INFORMATlONfSERVICEfSOCIAL 

Alternatives  Corner  (516)483-2050 

374  Woodfield  Rd.  W.  Hemstead,  11522 
Broome  County  Gay  Alliance,  P.O.  Box  F-1711 
Binghamton  13902 

Capital  District  Gay  Community  Center  (7-11pm), 


(518)4626138 


332  Hudson  Ave.,  Albany  12210 
Confide— counseling  for  transvestites 
and  transsexuals.  Box  56,  Tappan  10983 
East  End  Gay  Organization, 

P.O.  Box  87,  Southampton  11968 
Empty  Closet  Collective,  1255  Uni¬ 
versity  Ave.,  Rochester  14607 
Gay  Alliance  of  The  Genessee  Valley, 

713  Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester,  14614 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance, 

P.O.  Box  22740,  Albany  12222 
Gay  Helpline 
(Fri-Sun,  7:30-10  p.m.) 

Gay  Light  Collective,  389  W.  Onondaga  St., 

Syracuse  13202 
Gay  Task  Force,  713  Monroe  Ave., 

Rochester  (Mon.  7pm)  (716)  244-8640, 244-9030 

NY  State  Coalition  of  Gay  Organizations, 

Box  131,  Albany  12201  (518)4626138 

Parents  of  Gays/L.l 
c/o  Gay  Concerns  Comm. 

109  Browns  Rd.,  Huntington,  11746 

WOMEN 


(516)324-2468 

(716)2716750 
(716)  244-8640 
or  244-9030 


(607)  797-3453 


(315)4756857 


Bisexual/Gay  Women's  Action  Line 
Horizon  —  A  Woman's  Space 
77  State  St.,  Binghamton 
Lesbian  Resource  Center,  713 
Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester  14607 
Lesbian  Switchboard 
(Mon,  7-9  p.m.) 

MEN 


(516)  791-5565 


(716)  244-9030 
(607)  722-3629 


Westchester  Gay  Men's  Assoc. 

255  Grove  St.,  White  Plains,  10601 
Gay  Hotline  (8-11pm) 

RELIGIOUS 


(914)  948-4922 


(716)2326521 


Affirmation  (Unitarian  Universalist  Gay  Caucus), 
34  Chestnut  Rd.,  Delmar  12054 
Dignity/Integrity/Rochester 
42  Tyler  House,  17  So.  Fltzhugh  St., 
Rochester  14614 

Dignity/L.l.,  P.O.  487P,  Bayshore  11706 
Gay  Concerns  Committee  of  the 
Unitarian  Universalist  Fellowship 
of  Huntington,  109  Browns  Rd., 

Huntington  11743 

STUDENT 


(607)  2566482 

(716)  2446640 

(716)2756181 
(516)  420-2134 
(516)  2467943 


Cornell  Gay  Liberation 
Room  28  Willard  Straight  Hall 
Cornell  Univ.,  Ithaca  14853 
Gay  Brotherhood  of  Rochester, 

713  Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester 
Gay  Liberation  Front,  U.  of  R.,  Wilson 
Commons,  Rochester  14607 
Gay  Men  and  Women  at  Farmlngdale 
Gay  Student  Union,  S.U.N.Y. 
Hamllton-Kirkland  Gay  Alliance,  Box  80, 
Hamilton  College,  Clinton  13323 
Harpur  Gay  Alliance 
SUNY,  Binghamton,  Box  2000,  13901 
Harpur  Lesbian  Alliance 
SUNY,  Binghamton,  13901 
Lambda  Univ., 

Box*131,  Albany  12201 
Teen  Gays  of  New  York 
385  W.  Onondaga  St.  Syracuse  13202 

MEDIA 


(518)4626138 

(315)4756857 


The  Other  Voice  (Gay  Publication) 
c/o  Looking  Left,  SUNY  Binghamton  13901 

POLITICAL/LEGAL _ 


Capital  District  Gay  Political  Caucus, 
Box  131,  Albany  12201 


(518)4626138 


All  The  Queens  Women,  3623  164th  St., 
Flushing  11358 


359-9204 


If  your  organization  feels  that  it  has  been 
miscategorized,  please  contact  GCN  so  the 
error  may  be  corrected. 

To  update  your  listing  or  to  put  a  new  list¬ 
ing  into  the  Quick  Gay  Guide,  send  informa¬ 
tion  to  Listings  Editor,  GCN,  22  Bromfield 
Street,  Boston,  MA  02108. 
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If  You  Believe  in  Fairies  .  .  . 


J.M.  BARRIE  AND  THE  LOST  BOYS 

By  Andrew  Birkin 
Crown  Publishers,  New  York 
323  pp„  $14.95 


Reviewed  by  Michael  Bronski 

JM.  Barrie,  as  a  writer  and  personality,  has  been 

long  out  of  fashion.  His  style  and  sentiment  seemed 
•  very  Victorian  to  the  England  that  dealt  with  the 
First  and  Second  World  Wars;  in  their  pursuit  of  modern¬ 
ity  they  mistook  his  simplicity  for  naivete,  his  obsession 
with  youth  for  innocence.  His  well  known  fondness  for 
little  boys  made  him  into  a  kindly  uncle,  polite  and  pas¬ 
sionless,  a  relic  of  a  faded  gentility.  Andrew  Birkin’s 
book  gives  us  a  full  picture  of  Barrie  —  and  his  relation¬ 
ship  of  more  than  twenty  years  with  five  brothers  —  that 
sheds  new  light  on  both  the  man  and  his  work.  Although 
Birkin  comes  to  some  wrongheaded  conclusions,  he  sup¬ 
plies  enough  first  person  original  source  material  for  any 
reader  to  construct  his/her  own  scenario. 

Born  in  Scotland  in  1861,  James  Barrie  lived  his  first 
six  years  in  the  shadow  of  his  older  brother  David,  with 
whom  his  mother  was  obsessed.  When  David  was  acci¬ 
dently  killed,  James  spent  his  childhood  attempting  to 
replace  his  brother  and  console  his  mother,  always  fail¬ 
ing.  Following  the  usual  middle  class  childhood  Barrie 
went  to  a  private  academy  and  then  to  University  where 
he  graduated  but  remained  a  shy,  retiring  youth,  whose 
only  ambition  was  to  become  a  writer.  Within  a  few 
years  he  had  moved  from  writing  for  a  provincial  paper 
to  living  and  writing  in  London.  In  1888  his  Aulde  Licht 
Idylls  (based  on  stories  his  mother  used  to  tell  him) 
garnered  him  praise  from  both  the  public  and  the  critics. 
More  novels  and  then  plays  followed  and  he  became  a 
literary  sensation,  praised  by  such  notables  as  Robert 
Louis  Stevenson  and  Thomas  Hardy.  In  1894  he  married 


Mary  Ansell,  an  actress  in  one  of  his  plays,  and  although 
the  marriage  was  apparently  never  consumated,  they  re¬ 
mained  together  until  they  divorced  in  1909.  During  the 
early  part  of  the  marriage  Barrie  had  met  Sylvia  Llewelyn 
Davies  at  a  dinner  party.  She  turned  out  to  be  the 
mother  of  two  small  boys  that  Barrie  had  recently  be¬ 
friended  in  Kensington  Gardens.  He  was  soon  to  become 
closely  involved  with  the  entire  family,  spending  most  of 
his  free  time  with  them,  going  on  vacations  with  them, 
and  generally  insinuating  himself  into  their  lives. 

Sylvia  was  fond  of  Barrie,  though  she  thought  him  a 
little  odd,  and  her  husband  Arthur  found  him  somewhat 
of  a  nuisance.  This  didn’t  bother  Barrie,  however,  for  al¬ 
though  he  was  very  fond  of  Sylvia,  his  real  interest  was 
the  boys  (The  Llewelyn  Davies  were  to  have  three  more 
sons  in  the  following  years).  Birkin  has  recorded  the 
history  of  these  relationships  and  gives  a  detailed  account 
—  much  of  it  in  Barrie’s  own  words  and  the  letters 
between  the  boys  and  their  self-adopted  uncle.  Barrie 
doted  on  the  boys  —  indeed,  they  became  his  whole  emo¬ 
tional  life  —  and  they,  in  turn,  were  to  become  (econom¬ 
ically  as  well  as  emotionally)  dependent  upon  him. 

In  the  height  of  their  relationship,  Barrie  began  writ¬ 
ing  a  play  that  was  both  immediate  to  him  and  a  highly 
complex  piece  of  stagecraft,  more  complicated  than  any¬ 
thing  else  in  recent  English  theater.  It  was  the  story  of 
Peter  Pan,  a  boy  who  wouldn’t  grow  up,  and  who  lived 
in  a  fantasy  world  of  Never  Land  (the  second,  more  final 
Never  came  when  he  novelized  his  play  in  Peter  and 
Wendy).  Barrie  had  incorporated  adventures  that  he  and 
the  five  Davies  boys  had  had  together  and  tried,  as  much 
as  possible  to  give  Peter  lines  that  the  boys  had  actually 
said.  Two  years  earlier,  on  a  vacation,  Barrie  had  taken  a 
series  of  photos  to  illustrate  some  of  the  stories  that  he 
had  told  the  boys.  He  had  published  them  in  a  small 
letter  press  book  called  The  Boy  Castaways  of  Black 
Lake  Island  and  this  was  to  be  the  basic  outline  of  the 
Peter  Pan  story.  He  had  two  copies  of  the  book  printed 


and  gave  one  to  the  boys’  father  who  promptly  “left  it 
on  a  train”  (Barrie’s  response  to  this  is  unrecorded,  al¬ 
though  he  did  use  Arthur  Llewelyn  Davies  as  the  proto¬ 
type  of  the  awful  Mr.  Darling/Captain  Hook  in  Peter 
Pan.) 

Peter  Pan  was  a  huge  success  in  both  England  and 
America  and  Barrie  was  happier  than  ever.  Tragedy, 
however,  was  about  to  strike  his  surrogate  family  and 
change  the  lives  of  everyone  concerned.  In  1906  Arthur 
died  of  sarcoma  and  Sylvia  was  left  with  five  sons  to  care 
for.  Barrie  immediately  stepped  in  and  helped  with  their 
daily  life  as  well  as  their  financial  well  being  and  future. 
Four  years  later  Sylvia  herself  was  to  die  of  cancer  and 
James  Barrie  was  to  become  the  guardian  of  the  boys  he 
adored. 

Like  any  parent  Barrie  fretted  about  the  boys  going 
off  to  school,  growing  up,  and  joining  the  army.  And  as 
the  boys  grew  older  so  did  he;  it  almost  seems  as  though 
he  maintained  his  high  spirits  and  youthfulness  from 
theirs.  In  1915  George,  to  whom  Barrie  was  very  close, 
was  killed  in  the  trenches  on  the  Western  Front.  The 
shock  shattered  Barrie.  In  1921,  Michael  —  Barrie’s  fav¬ 
orite  of  the  five  boys  —  drowned  while  swimming  with  a 
friend.  Although  ruled  to  be  accidental,  there  was  some 
question  that  it  may  have  been  suicide.  The  effect  on 
Barrie  was  enormous  and  close  friends  were  worried  that 
he  would  take  his  own  life.  Barrie  spent  the  next  16  years 
a  broken  man,  still  famous  and  somewhat  active  as  a 
writer,  though  not  as  prolific  as  he  was  in  his  youth.  He 
felt  his  life  was  pointless  without  the  five  boys  he  had 
loved  and  who  had  left  him  by  either  dying  or,  unlike 
Peter  Pan,  growing  up. 

Birken  tells  Barrie’s  story  with  an  eye  for  detail  and 
good  sense  of  drama.  He  makes  little  editorial  comment, 
letting  much  of  the  first  person  material  speak  for  itself, 
and  this  is  just  as  well.  In  hi1-  preface  he  warns  against 
making  judgments  about  Barrie’s  sexuality  and  gives 
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THE  HOMOSEXUAL  TRADITION 
IN  AMERICAN  POETRY 

By  Robert  K.  Martin 

University  of  Texas  Press 

258  pp.,  $14.95  cloth,  $7.95  paper 

Reviewed  by  Rudy  Kikel 

The  Homosexual  Tradition  in  American  Poetry  is  an 
extremely  important  book,  its  long-awaited  publica¬ 
tion  an  event  that  will  have  far-reaching  conse¬ 
quences  in  the  halls  of  academia  —  and  in  all  of  our  lives 
as  well.  Like  Jonathan  Katz’s  Gay  American  History, 
published  a  few  years  ago,  it  brings  to  light  records  that 
have  lain  overlooked  or  “buried”.  Martin  discovers  liter¬ 
ary  evidence  of  a  significant  thread  in  American  literature 
that  has  actually  been  binding.  Katz  not  only  provided  a 
boost  to  scholars  in  his  field:  he  opened  up  a  new  field. 
Martin’s  book,  I  suspect,  will  do  the  same.  It  is  the 
answer  to  a  call  —  two  calls,  really  —  sounded  by  Louis 
Crew  and  Rictor  Norton  in  the  1974  “homosexual”  issue 
of  College  English,  the  publishing  of  which  was  in  itself, 
an  event  of  some  importance.  Crew  and  Norton  hoped 
for  both  a  “balanced  appraisal”  of  homosexual  themes 
in  Whitman’s  poetry  and  an  “equally  important  study” 
of  the  homophobia  in  the  criticism  concerning  the  poet 
and  his  work.  Martin  has  admirably  answered  those  calls, 
but  he  has  done  more.  After  laying  bare  the  real  and 
thoroughly  homosexual  Whitman,  he  has  proceeded  to 
trace  the  influence  of  our  Good  Grey  and  Great  Gay 
Poet  in  the  work  of  Hart  Crane,  and  to  show  how  both 
Crane  and  Whitman  have  been  pillars,  bases,  founda¬ 
tions,  reservoirs  of  both  allusion  and  concern,  in  the 
poetry  of  six  gay  male  poets  now  writing:  Allen  Gins¬ 
berg,  Robert  Duncan,  Thom  Gunn,  Edward  Field, 
Richard  Howard,  James  Merrill,  and  Alfred  Corn. 

Before  the  real  Whitman  could  be  apprehended,  and 
with  him  the  tradition  at  the  head  of  which  he  sits, 

Martin  realized  that  he  would  have  to  remove  from  about 
his  work  the  scales,  the  incrustations,  that  have  appended 
themselves  to  it  in  the  form  of  homophobic  or  embar¬ 
rassed  critical  commentary.  One  of  the  great  strengths  of 
this  book  resides  in  the  certain  terms  with  which  Martin 
claims  there  is  something  rotten  in  the  heart  of  academia: 
“The  record  of  lies,  half  truths,  and  distortions  is  so 
shameful  as  to  amount  to  a  deliberate  attempt  to  alter 
reality  to  suit  a  particular  view  of  normality.  If  Whitman 
is  to  be  a  great  poet,  he  must  be  straight.  If  the  poetry 
shows  something  else,  Whitman  must  be  made  to  alter 
his  own  poetry,  censor  himself.”  As  Martin  makes  clear, 
Whitman  did  censor  himself  often  enough,  changing  pro¬ 
nouns  in  some  passages,  excising  others  (which  this  critic 
reclaims),  learning,  in  short,  the  “strategies  of  conceal¬ 
ment”  forced  on  him  by  the  nineteenth  century.  None  of 
these  obliterations,  however,  can  excuse  the  endeavors  of 
literary  critics,  who  have  tried  to  deny  the  importance  of 
“sexuality”  in  the  poetry  by  focusing  on  its  “mystical” 
(James  Miller)  or  its  “universal”  (Walter  Lowenfels) 
aspects.  Others  have  simply  larded  their  commentary  with 
oppressive  remarks,  such  as  this  by  Mark  Van  Doren: 
“Manly  love  is  neither  more  nor  less  than  an  abnormal 
and  deficient  love.”  Martin  cites  the  example  of  one 
critic  who,  having  discovered  in  1920  that,  in  its  original 
version,  one  poem  of  Whitman’s  was  addressed  to  a  man 
and  not  a  woman,  even  overlooked,  six  years  later,  in 
another  piece  of  criticism,  his  own  discovery. 

The  critics  leveled,  the  veils  lifted,  the  miasmas 
cleared  away,  Whitman  stands  clearly  as  America’s  first 
homosexual  (drawing  on  “existentialist”  distinctions 
between  “doing”  and  “being,”  Martin  claims  that 
“Prior  to  Whitman  there  were  homosexual  acts  but  no 
homosexuals”),  and  his  poetry  is  complete  with  scenes  of 


cock-sucking  (in  the  1855  version  of  “The  Sleepers”), 
masturbation  and  anal  intercourse  (in  “Song  of  My¬ 
self”).  These  “scenes”  are  not  revealed  for  their  own 
sakes  —  Martin’s  introduction  warns  the  reader  that  he  is 
not  concerned  with  studying  “homosexual  incidents  in 
American  poetry,  in  the  manner  of  Leslie  Fiedler’s  Love 
and  Death  in  the  American  Novel ”  —  but  because  Whit¬ 
man’s  “sexuality”  is  essential  and  not  accidental  to  his 
vision:  “Sexuality,  in  Whitman,  is  not  a  metaphor  but  an 
act;  its  value  comes  both  from  its  inherent  pleasure  and 
from  the  spiritual  growth  it  can  bring.” 

Pulling  curtains  from  about  the  bed  in  Whitman  — 
or  seeing  what  is  happening  out  there  on  those  beds  of 
grass!  —  Martin  uncovers  a  “vision”  more  subversive 
than  any  critic  of  the  poet,  I  suspect,  has  yet  allowed, 
and  one  which  is  rather  marvelously  in  accord  with  the 
“radical”  content  of  “gay  liberation.”  Heterosexual  love 
is  found  by  Whitman,  and  presumably  by  Martin  as  well, 
to  be  based  on  inequality.  The  “Calamus”  poems  are 
found  to  say  “He  loves  him,”  whereas  heterosexual  liter¬ 
ature,  at  least  since  Virgil,  has  always  said  “He  loves 
her”  and  “He  kills  him”!  For  Whitman,  then,  “the  ag¬ 
gressive  impulse  of  man  is  rooted  in  competitiveness  the 
basic  form  of  which  is  the  search  for  a  bride  to  provide 
property  both  now  and  in  the  future.”  And  Whitman 
“like  Melville,  is  suggesting  that  only  when  men  accept 
their  innate  homosexuality  can  there  be  any  real  change 
and  a  final  victory  over  the  aggression,  acquisitiveness, 
and  death-drive  which,  he  believes,  are  rooted  in  hetero¬ 
sexuality.  This  is  indeed  a  revolutionary  idea;  no  wonder, 
then  that  some  critics  have  been  so  alarmed  that  they 
have  been  unable  to  address  it.” 

From  a  study  of  Whitman’s  ecstatic  affirmations  of 
his  own  sexuality  and  American  homosexual  possibilities 
in  general,  Martin  turns  to  a  study  of  what  he  calls  the 
Genteel  Poets,  “homosexual”  writers  operating  within 
Victorian  conventions  (Fitz-Green  Halleck,  Bayard 
Taylor  and  his  Circle,  George  Santayana):  Martin  is  as 
gentle  as  he  can  be  with  these  poets,  pointing  out  the 
delicacy  and  “purity  of  language”  in  their  work  but  also 
the  “fatal  indirection”  their  art  took  —  toward  “Platon¬ 
ism,”  idealization,  “repression”  and  “elitism”  —  in 
contrast  to  that  of  the  sustaining,  and  more  carnal 
Whitman.  And  even  Hart  Crane,  “a  product  of  the  fin- 
de-siecle  mood,  with  its  emphasis  on  hopeless  love  and 
the  alienation  of  the  artist,”  cannot  match  Whitman  in 
the  intensity  of  his  self-affirmation  or  in  his  messianic 
role,  although  Martin  shows  how,  particularly  in  “The 
Bridge,”  he  tried.  Still  Crane  is  important.  Where 
Whitman  provided  a  vision  and  a  clear  voice,  Crane  gave 
depth  and  complexity  to  the  developing  tradition:  he 
“enlarged  the  possibilities  of  homosexual  poetry,  by  ex¬ 
tending  it  beyond  ‘mere’  subject  matter.” 

What  place  does  a  woman  have  in  this  world  of  male 
homosexual  lovers?  Martin  points  out  not  only  the 
penises  —  as  “wildflapping  pennants”  or  “timid  leaves” 
or  “Sheathed  hooded  sharptoothed  touch”  —  which 
spangle  Whitman’s  poetry,  but  the  essentially  phallic 
nature  of  the  vision:  “Out  of  the  cycle  of  the  penis  is 
born  the  cycle  of  the  soul;  out  of  his  erections,  ejacula¬ 
tions  (the  pun  is  crucial),  and  reerections  comes  Whit¬ 
man’s  faith  in  a  cycle  of  the  world  which  will  compre¬ 
hend  and  conquer  death.”  This  will  sound  pretty  silly  to 
some  women,  I  think.  But  the  vision  Martin  sketches  for 
us  is  also  essentially  “matriarchal,”  and  the  self  that  is 
uncovered  in  Whitman  is  vaster,  more  humane,  and 
finally  more  “feminine”  than  the  one  Whitman,  as  one 
of  the  “roughs,”  drew  of  himself  in  his  work.  Crucially, 
Whitman  always  defended  women’s  rights,  whereas  one 
of  the  Genteel  Poets,  Bayard  Taylor,  was  opposed  to 
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them  on  the  grounds  that  emancipation  for  women 
“would  bring  about  a  decline  in  femininity.”  This  issue 

—  Whitman  on  Women  —  is  one  of  many  that  I  think 
Martin’s  book  will  open  up. 

One  problem  with  The  Homosexual  Tradition  in 
American  Literature  (Martin  is  solely  concerned  with  gay 
male  writers,  trusting  that  lesbian  writers  such  as  Amy 
Lowell  and  May  Sarton  will  be  treated  in  a  separate 
study)  is  that  there  are  not  places  in  his  book  in  which  he 
deals  conclusively  with  some  of  the  issues  his  “readings” 
in  the  poetry  call  up:  the  influence  of  Platonism,  Greek 
Literature  in  general,  the  conflict  between  “love”  and 
“promiscuity”  in  Whitman,  erotic  imagery,  to  name 
some.  His  fascinating  reflections  on  these  subjects  and 
others  pepper  his  book,  which  is  itself  structured  not  by 
topic  but  by  his  “readings”  of  individual  poems,  long 
and  short.  So  subjects  come  up  over  and  over.  That  said, 
I  think  there  is  every  defense  for  Martin’s  method:  he 
“reads”  poems  so  well,  poems  that  in  many  instances 
critics  have  not  really  up  until  now  read  at  all!  I  can’t 
imagine  anyone  saying  more  or  anything  more  interesting 
about  “Episode  of  Hands,”  the  poem  that  gives  a  “first 
indication  of  the  young  Crane’s  interest  in  Whitman.” 
And  one  is  always  interested  in  Martin’s  “free  associa¬ 
tions”  —  to  Melville,  for  instance,  or  the  “Leander” 
strategy,  as  he  calls  it,  in  Marlowe.  The  particular  skill  of 
this  critic  lies,  I  think,  in  uncovering  what  he  calls  “inter- 
textuality,”  “the  ways,”  as  he  defines  it  in  his  introduc¬ 
tion,  “in  which  texts  build  upon  other  texts,”  the 
writings  of  one  poem  in  the  light  of  another.  We  are  al¬ 
ways  illuminated  by  Martin’s  “inter-textual”  readings, 
particularly  in  his  “centerpiece,”  his  brilliant  treatment 
of  “The  Bridge,”  wherein,  after  rejecting  the  rival  influ¬ 
ences  of  Eliot,  Melville,  Cummings,  Poe,  and  Coleridge 

—  influences  revealed  to  us  only  perhaps  on  account  of 
Martin’s  detective  work  —  Crane  “becomes  Whitman’s 
‘camerado,’  taking  his  hand,  accepting  his  word,  sharing 
his  triumph.”  This  loving  literary  tryst  —  one  with 
immense  implications  for  the  American  literature  that  has 
come  after  and  that  is  still  to  come  —  is  at  the  heart  and 
provides  the  dramatic  climax  of  this  book. 

However,  another  problem  may  spring  directly  from 
this  connection.  And  it  is  one  certain  —  at  least  within 
the  gay  male  writing  community  —  to  make  Martin’s 
book  controversial.  The  Homosexual  Tradition  in 
American  Poetry  depicts,  is  about,  and  is  finally  perhaps 
somewhat  torn  by  tensions:  between  “vision”  and 
“form,”  between  Whitman  and  Crane,  or  between, 
perhaps,  just  such  qualities  as  Martin  mentions  in  regard 
to  a  Richard  Howard  poem  on  Rodin:  “sensual  energy” 
vs.  “classic  control.”  Martin  tries  to  maintain  a  balance, 
walk  a  tightrope,  even,  between  these  forces,  responding 
at  once  to  Whitman’s  outspoken  “radical  vision”  but 
also  to  the  Crane  who  gives  us  more  than  “  ‘mere’ 
homosexual  subject  matter.”  He  is  careful  not  to  say,  in 
his  Conclusion,  which  of  two  theories  is  “right”:  one 
that  claims  “homosexuality  is  different  in  its  essence 
from  heterosexuality”  and  may  lead  to  a  vast  reorgan¬ 
ization  of  society  (as  Whitman  hoped),  or  one  that  claims 
“homosexuality  is  not  per  se  an  interesting  subject”  and 
that  eventually,  with  the  elimination  of  prejudice,  the  gay 
“warp”  will  become  absorbed  into  the  larger  “fabric  of 
American  life.” 

Actually,  1  think,  Martin  tips  his  hand,  resolves  this 
tension  by  taking  a  side.  For  one  thing,  he  complains  of 
“an  enormous  crudity  about  Whitman,  a  magnificent 
tastelessness  that  in  the  end  leaves  the  reader  weary.” 

And  yet,  we  do  not  come  across  a  complementary  if  very 
different  complaint  about  Crane’s  style  or  content.  Speci¬ 
fically,  I  should  like  to  have  seen  Martin  take  up  a  possi¬ 
ble  relationship  between  the  density  and  obscurity  of 
Crane’s  poetry  and  the  dividedness  he  felt  about  his 
“gayness.”  But  I  suspect  it  is  just  that  density  and  com¬ 
plexity  which  Martin  appreciates,  who  proves  himself 
adept  at  shedding  light  where  others  have  found  dark¬ 
ness.  Richard  Howard  himself  exclaimed  in  his  poem  on 
Crane,  whom  he  calls  “a  genius  in  need/  of  a  little  more 
talent”:  “I  still  do  not/  understand  you  ...” 

Then  there  is  this  comment  in  Martin’s  introduction 
to  his  final  section  on  “Some  Contemporary  Poets”: 
“Being  homosexual  is  no  longer  likely  to  make  one  lose 
one’s  job;  as  a  result  gay  poets  have  no  longer  felt  the 
same  impetus  to  establish  a  connection  between  their 
sexuality  and  their  political  views.  While  this  may  have 
resulted  in  a  loss  of  political  fervor,  it  has  also  meant  an 
extension  of  the  forms  of  gay  poetry.”  Well,  I’m  not  so 
sure  homosexuals  don’t  still  lose  jobs,  or  that  connec¬ 
tions  are  not  still  being  made  in  the  manner  of  Whitman 
between  sexuality  and  politics.  Martin  asserts  that  his 
criteria  in  choosing  contemporary  poets  for  analysis  have 
been  “personal  preference,  inherent  interest,  and  inter- 
textuality.  ...”  I  would  not  argue  against  anyone’s 
“personal  preferences.”  (Let  me  tip  my  own  hand:  in 
large  part,  Martin’s  agree  with  my  own.  Only  perhaps  in 
discussing  Duncan  and  Ginsberg  do  1  find  Martin  aban¬ 
doning  his  objectivity  —  paraphrasing  Duncan  in  the 
grand  California  shaman  manner  of  that  poet  himself; 
and  treating  Ginsberg  rather  severely.) 

I  submit,  however,  that  the  “loss  of  political  fervor” 
Martin  discovers  in  contemporary  gay  poetry  may  result 
directly  from  his  having  preferred  formal  “extension”  to 
political  fervor.  Where  is  there  mention  of  Paul 
Goodman  in  this  book,  for  instance,  a  political  poet 
whom  Howard,  in  Alone  With  America,  has  called 
“more  than  any  American  poet  alive,  the  true  heir  and 
disciple  of  the  Good  Grey  Poet”?  And  1  hesitate  to 
allude  to  those  “gay”  anthologies  and  periodicals  that 
have  in  the  past  ten  years  made  their  appearances  on  our 
“scene”  ( Gay  Sunshine,  Mouth  of  the  Dragon,  Fag  Rag, 
Angels  of  the  Lyre,  Orgasms  of  Light;  The  Male  Muse  is 
referred  to  in  a  note,  by  the  way,  as  being  “extremely 
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The  View  from 

THE  DINNER  PARTY 

By  Judy  Chicago 

Doubleday /Anchor  Press,  New  York 

Reviewed  by  Alice  T.  Friedman 

This  review  is  being  written  so  many  months  after 
the  much  acclaimed  appearance  of  Judy  Chicago’s 
“The  Dinner  Party”  at  the  San  Francisco  Museum 
of  Modern  Art,  and  so  long  after  the  publication  of  the 
book  by  the  same  title,  that  many  people  are  no  doubt 
already  familiar  with  the  piece  and  have  formed  their 
opinions  of  it.  In  the  spring  of  1979  a  number  of  periodi¬ 
cals  and  newspapers  carried  articles  which  acquainted  the 
general  public  with  Judy  Chicago’s  unique  project  and  its 
message  about  women’s  history.  Her  book  (which  has 
sold  very  well)  describes  the  arduous  process  of  creating 
the  work  and  introduces  the  reader  to  the  39  women 
guests  —  symbolized  by  place  settings  around  a  triangu¬ 
lar  table  measuring  fifty  feet  on  a  side  —  and  to  the  999 
female  presences  whose  names  appear  on  porcelain  tiles 
on  the  “Heritage  Floor”  below.  Representing  the  course 
of  women’s  history  (Chicago  has  called  it  “a  reinterpre¬ 
tation  of  the  Last  Supper  from  the  point  of  view  of  those 
who  do  the  cooking”),  the  39  guests  include  such  figures 
as  Sappho,  Isabella  d’Este,  Anne  Hutchinson,  Sojourner 
Truth  and  Georgia  O’Keefe.  Each  woman  was  carefully 
chosen  from  history  or  mythology  for  her  accomplish¬ 
ments  and/or  spiritual  or  legendary  powers. 

The  Dinner  Party  includes  color  reproductions  of  the 
plates  designed  by  Chicago  for  each  of  the  guests;  each 
plate  is  accompanied  by  a  biography  and  a  short 
discussion  by  Chicago  of  her  reasons  for  using  certain 
images  and  colors  to  represent  each  woman.  The  sheer 
volume  of  information,  drawn  together  by  eight  research- 


AMAZONS! 

Edited  by  Jessica  Amanda  Salmonson 
DA  W  Books,  Inc.,  Bergenfield,  NJ 
206  pp.,  $2.25 


Reviewed  by  Pat  M.  Kuras 


This  new  anthology,  Amazons!,  takes  some  refresh¬ 
ingly  good  turns.  A  prime  example  is  the  use  of  a 
Melanie  Kaye  poem  within  the  front  cover.  The 
poem,  also  called  “Amazons,”  sets  the  scene  for  many 
of  the  stories  inside:  “They  came  astride  gray  horses 
dappled  with  sun  ...”  Not  only  is  this  a  fine  opening 
for  the  book,  but  it  is  also  impressive  to  realize  the  origin 
of  this  poem.  It  originally  appeared  in  Conditions(2),  “a 
magazine  of  women’s  writing  with  an  emphasis  on  writ¬ 
ing  by  lesbians.” 

The  stories  (13  in  all)  are  varied  journeys  into 
women’s  heroic  fantasy.  Joanna  Russ,  rather  than  sub¬ 
mitting  a  story  of  her  own,  uncovered  bits  of  phantasmic 
poetry  by  Emily  ( Wuthering  Heights)  Bronte.  Other 
writers  included  Andre  Norton  and  C.J.  Cherryh.  Some 
of  the  authors  share  an  interest  in  the  martial  arts,  which 
shows  to  a  degree  in  their  stories.  Not  all  of  these 
amazons  are  warriors;  some  are  witches  (“The 
Dreamstone”  and  “The  Sorrows  of  Witches”),  others 
are  women  coping  with  survival  (“Jane  Saint’s 
Travails”). 

For  the  most  part,  these  stories  are  well-written, 
achieving  blends  of  the  exotic,  ironic,  humorous  and 
mysterious.  However,  some  do  contain  flaws.  The  use  of 
modern  day  slang  in  “Bones  for  Dulath”  grates  against 
the  story’s  foreign  setting.  Science  fiction  and  fantasy 


the  Kitchen 


ers,  is  overwhelming.  The  piece  took  five  years  to  put 
together  and  involved  more  than  400  men  and  women. 
Chicago’s  own  presence  as  an  artist  can  still  be  felt  as 
one  reads  the  text  or  looks  at  the  pictures,  but  generally 
speaking  the  work  of  art  itself  seems  to  get  lost  among 
the  names,  dates  and  ideas  discussed  in  the  book. 

The  book  leaves  a  false  impression  of  the  piece, 
however.  In  a  recent  lecture  at  the  Institute  of  Contem¬ 
porary  Art  in  Boston,  Judy  Chicago  discussed  her  career 
as  an  artist  in  the  years  before  she  began  working  on  the 
“Dinner  Party”  project,  and  she  talked  about  the  piece 
itself,  showing  slides  and  commenting  on  her  own  work. 
Chicago  is  an  impressive  speaker  —  she  is  articulate, 
intelligent  and  funny  —  but  best  of  all  she  is  an  artist  of 
considerable  merit.  Her  slides  show  “The  Dinner  Party” 
as  a  whole  and  the  plates  in  their  places  on  the  table:  for 
each  guest  there  is  a  painted  plate,  a  goblet,  flatware  and 
a  napkin  set  onto  a  sewn  runner.  In  most  cases,  the 
runners  incorporate  needlework  techniques  of  the  time  in 
which  each  woman  lived.  The  “butterfly”  imagery  of  the 
plates  with  its  obvious  suggestion  of  vaginal  imagery 
grows  out  of  Chicago’s  own  developing  symbolic  form- 
language  of  women’s  art,  but  the  runners  are  more  nar¬ 
rative,  using  pictures  and  words  to  offset  the  plates  and 
tell  us  something  about  the  women  who  are  represented. 

It  became  clear  from  the  lecture  and  slide  show  that 
the  reproductions  in  the  book  do  justice  neither  to  the 
plates  nor  to  the  work  as  a  whole.  None  of  the  marvel¬ 
ously  detailed  needlework  of  the  runners  is  reproduced 
(although  a  second  volume  on  them  is  planned)  and  the 
plates  cannot  be  read  sculpturally.  Subtle  changes  of 
depth  in  the  relief  surface  are  an  important  aspect  of 
Chicago’s  symbolic  and  formal  language,  and  thus  this  is 
a  considerable  loss.  Further,  the  color  in  the 


writer  Ray  Bradbury  once  wrote  that:  “Good  fantasy 
must  be  allowed  to  move  casually  upon  the  reader.  ...  It 
must  be  woven  into  the  story  so  as  to  be,  at  times, 
almost  unrecognizable.”  With  her  story,  “The  Rape 
Patrol,”  author  Michele  Belling  taxes  our  imagination 
from  the  start  and,  when  she  adds  a  dash  of  sorcery,  the 
story  is  strained  even  more. 

Editor  Jessica  Amanda  Salmonson  recognizes  the 
need  and  importance  for  all-women’s  anthologies. 
However,  for  her  own  book,  she  has  accepted  one  story 
and  cover  artwork  from  men.  The  story,  “Agbewe’s 
Sword,”  seems  to  dwell  a  bit  too  much  on  scantily-clad 
(sometimes  unclad'.)  amazons,  but  aside  from  that  one 
slip,  male  writer  Charles  R.  Saunders  behaves  himself. 
Editor  Salmonson  readily  acknowledges  the  scores  of 
men  who  would  willingly  portray  amazons  as  “sexy  or 
‘cute’  .  .  .  dependent  on  men,”  or  as  ogres  that  “lopped 
off  breasts,  murdered  men  and  babies  and  all  but  held 
their  swords  outward  from  the  crotch.”  Salmonson’s  col¬ 
lection  of  amazons  is  well  worth  waiting  for;  these  are 
heroic  women  with  dignity  and  complex  characteriza¬ 
tions. 

The  only  other  major  complaint  with  Amazons',  is  its 
cover.  True,  it  is  a  striking  picture  with  its  armored 
amazon  posed  before  a  floating  milky  planet.  But  all  that 
armor  gives  her  a  gaudy  look  and  causes  one  to  wonder 
whether  without  it  all,  she  would  really  be  a  strong 
amazon.  Compare  her  with  the  woman  on  the  cover  of 
Pamela  Sargent’s  The  New  Women  of  Wonder  (Vintage 
Books).  Sargent’s  cover  girl  is  simply  dressed  in  plain 
jungle  garb  —  thigh-high  boots,  khaki  shorts,  taut 
t-shirt.  She  wears  a  no-nonsense  look,  not  necessarily 
tough,  but  strong.  She’s  no  creampuff,  but  one  hell  of 
an  amazon. 
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RUSHES 

By  John  Rechy 
Grove  Press,  New  York 

222  pp.,  $10.00 

Reviewed  by  Eric  Rofes 


When  the  Village  People  brought  hypermasculinity 
to  prime  time  television,  complete  with  leather 
jackets,  military  uniforms,  handcuffs  and  boots, 
the  door  to  the  secret  catacombs  of  the  Mine  Shaft  began 
to  swing  open.  The  diverse  sexual  practices  and  social 
manifestations  of  the  leather  scene  have  become  increas¬ 
ingly  conspicuous;  so  conspicuous,  in  fact,  that  the  first 
major  confrontation  the  gay  community  will  have  in  the 
1980s  will  be  with  a  movie  which  distorts  and  thrusts  into 
public  view  a  world  that  many  lesbians  and  gay  men  find 
dangerous,  incomprehensible,  and  downright  embar¬ 
rassing.  As  the  movement  organizes  demonstrations 
against  the  movie  Cruising,  it  has  become  evident  that 
the  central  issue  to  many  people  is  neither  violence 
against  gay  people,  nor  media  exploitation,  but  the  ethics 
and  morality  of  sadomasochistic  practices  among  men 
who  frequent  leather  bars. 

The  bottom  line  for  some  people,  and  certainly  for 
some  lesbians,  is  “Why  do  some  men  enjoy  giving  and 
receiving  pain  and  humiliation?”  Unfortunately,  we  as  a 
community  are  unprepared  to  deal  with  this  question  and 
with  most  issues  surrounding  the  leather  scene.  As  back¬ 
room  bars  and  private  sex  clubs  expanded  beyond  the 
New  York-San  Francisco-Los  Angeles  centers  (the 
“Leather  Triangle”)  and  more  gay  men  “came  out”  into 
leather  and  keys  and  handkerchiefs,  there  was  not  an 
accompanying  rise  in  analysis  of  what  the  scene  is  all 
about  —  socially,  sexually,  and  politically.  Few  writers 
have  dared  to  confront  the  issue  seriously  and  those  who 
have,  particularly  Lyn  Rosen  and  Ian  Young,  have 
generally  done  so  in  newspapers  with  limited  circulation. 
When  leathermen  Finally  get  a  magazine  of  their  own,  the 
eighty  page  glossy  “Drummer,”  the  magazine  is  Filled 
with  hot  stories  and  photos  and  allots  little  space  to  an 
analysis  of  the  politics  of  S&M.  This  is  not  surprising. 
Men  have  a  tradition  of  acting  on  their  sexuality  and 
never  thinking  or  analyzing  its  ramifications.  The  only 
writer  who  has  achieved  mass  readership  on  the  subject 
of  the  leather  scene  is  John  Rechy,  through  his  books 
City  of  Night,  the  best-selling  The  Sexual  Outlaw,  and 
now  the  long-awaited  Rushes. 

While  Rushes  provides  impressive  observations  of 
the  inner  workings  of  leather  bars,  and  Rechy  is 
eminently  qualiFied  to  write  on  “the  scene,”  the  political 
analysis  in  the  book  is  both  disturbing  and,  ultimately, 
destructive. 

For  almost  twenty  years,  Rechy  has  described  what 
many  people  see  as  the  seamier  side  of  gay  life  —  the 
world  of  hustlers,  sex  addicts,  sadomasochism  —  and 
over  the  years  his  perspective  has  changed  dramatically. 
Rechy  makes  no  secret  of  his  own  participation  in  the 
S&M  scene  —  his  book  jackets  show  him  in  tight  shirts 
and  jeans  and  dark  black  boots  —  and  he  strategically 
states  in  The  Sexual  Outlaw  that  the  scene  continues  to 
attract  him  and  he  still  frequents  the  leather  haunts  of 


L.A.  He  is  well  qualified  to  analyze  the  leather  scene 
because  he  sees  it  from  the  inside  and,  if  he  is  anything, 
Rechy  is  an  astute  observer.  Twenty  years  of  observations 
have  brought  Rechy  to  the  belief  that  gay  S&M  is  a 
product  of  the  internalization  of  the  hatred  of  gays  by  a 
straight  society.  In  an  interview  in  “Drummer,”  Rechy 
explained: 

Should  I  take  the  time  here  to  talk  about  what  happens 
to  me  when  I’m  into  an  S&M  thing?  I  know  that  there’s 
self-hatred  involved  although  I  play  the  .  .  .  “top.”  I 
know  that  I’m  involved  in  a  ritual  of  self-hatred,  gay 
self-hatred.  Because  I’m  gay  myself,  and  in  turning  the 
other  man  into  an  object  so  that  he  becomes  the 
“Queer, ”1  externalize  my  own  feelings.  I’m  saying  that 
he’s  the  queer;  I’m  gonna  force  him  to  do  these  acts. 

Hell,  we’re  BOTH  gay,  and  all  I’m  doing  is  involving 
myself  in  a  ritual  in  which  I  let  him  stand  for  that  part  of 
myself  which  is  still  lurking  with  self  indoctrinated  gay 
hatred.  Instead  of  facing  myself  with  “Look,  you’re  still 
an  aspect  of  that  straight  bullshit!  Deal  with  it,”  I  go  out 
with  a  guy  that  will  play  bottom  ... 

This  attitude  towards  S&M  is  the  foundation  for 
Rushes.  The  Rushes,  a  leather-western  bar  located  in  an 
unnamed  American  city  (though  clearly  modeled  after 
New  York),  is  the  setting  for  Rechy’s  study  of  the  men 
who  inhabit  this  subculture.  Into  the  bar  come 
“cowboys,  motorcyclists,  construction  workers,  police¬ 
men,  lumberjacks,  military  uniformed  men”  who  social¬ 
ize,  cruise,  stuff  poppers  up  their  nostrils,  and  maul  each 
other.  Enter  Endore  (clearly  the  Rechy  character  in  this 
autobiographical  novel),  a  thoughtful,  analytical  journal¬ 
ist  who  knows  the  scene  well  and  is  both  drawn  into  and 
repulsed  by  it.  Endore  joins  up  with  a  group  of  bar 
friends  who  become  “types”  for  Rechy  to  use  in  he 
exposition  of  his  underlying  thesis:  Chas,  the  hard-assed 
leatherman,  revelling  in  his  masculinity  and  dominance, 
keys  chained  to  his  left  side,  black  bandana  in  pocket; 
Bill,  the  lithe,  blond  cowboy  (keys  on  the  right)  who 
comes  to  the  Rushes  to  have  his  fantasies  made  real;  and 
Don,  the  unattractive,  good-hearted  older  man  who 
meets  rejection  and  insult  in  the  bar  world.  We  spend  an 
evening  with  these  men  and,  through  their  eyes,  see  the 
world  of  the  Rushes  without  the  hindrance  of  tact  or 
propriety. 

Rechy’s  observations  of  the  leather  bar  scene  are 
right  on  target.  He  picks  up  on  the  “scattering  of  visual 
attention  at  regular  intervals”  whenever  gay  men  who  are 
not  intent  on  making  it  with  each  other  congregate  in  a 
bar,  and  the  unconscious  constant  drinking  of  melted  ice 
as  glasses  are  held  long  after  a  drink  has  been  Finished. 
He  isolates  the  distinction  between  brown  leather  (“the 
signal  color  of  the  curious”)  and  black  leather  (“the 
initiated”)  and  the  abuse  of  friendship  within  the  leather 
hierarchy  (unattractive,  older  friends  may  be  snubbed: 
“Outside  the  Rushes  [Chas]  likes  Don.  But  the  bar 
changes  everything.  The  Rushes  is  for  the  Fit  warriors.”) 
It  is  clear  Rechy  has  been  an  inhabitant  of  the  Rushes 
and  knows  the  rules  and  traditions  thoroughly.  Only  a 
veteran  could  label  Last  Call  the  time  when  “the  hunters 
are  released  from  the  pretense  of  drinking,”  or  isolate 
the  hour-by-hour  game  plan  of  the  leather  bar. 

Endore  serves  as  the  Filter  for  our  view  of  the 
Rushes,  and  his  thoughts  and  remarks  point  up  the  issues 
Rechy  intends  to  raise.  Much  of  the  evening  he  spends  in 
debate  with  Chas  on  the  merits  of  the  leather  scene,  yet 


he  is  as  vulnerable  to  the  allure  of  power  and  masculinity 
as  Chas.  Endore  sees  the  heightened  masculinity  — 
studied  and  self-conscious  —  “as  if  in  protection  against 
a  dreaded  effeminate  move.”  Sissies  have  become 
Bruisers  and  project  “deFiance”  and  “disdain”  on  other 
homosexuals  who  don’t  measure  up.  They  form  a 
“make-believe  working-class”  despite  their  arrival  at  the 
Rushes  in  “private  cars,  taxis,  even  limousines.” 

The  sanctity  of  the  Rushes  is  threatened  by  the 
arrival  of  a  woman  fashion  designer  and  her  protege,  and 
also  by  a  pair  of  transvestites  who  manage,  after  much 
arguing,  to  gain  entrance  into  the  Rushes.  The  book 
accurately  captures  the  changes  that  occur  when  a  woman 
enters  an  all-men’s  bar;  each  man  reacts,  psychologically 
and  physically,  with  anger,  ambivalence,  relief,  interest  or 
hatred.  Our  characters  display  the  range  of  reactions: 
Endore,  although  he  had  assailed  the  bars’  hostility  to 
women  in  a  newspaper  column,  feels  intruded  upon;  Don 
is  glad;  Chas  is  outraged  —  macho  purity  has  been 
violated;  Bill  is  supportive  yet  analytical.  Rechy  uses  the 
presence  of  a  straight  woman  and  of  transvestites  to 
explore  central  issues  of  masculinity  and  of  manly  drag. 

The  Unreal  City  of  the  leather  bar  runs  smack  up  against 
reality  and  the  “Image,”  the  essential  component  of  the 
leather  scene,  is  shattered.  The  fashion  designer  speaks 
the  words  of  Rechy  when  she  tells  Chas,  “We  came  to 
watch  you  as  you  wallow  in  the  exile  we’ve  thrust  on  you 
and  you  don’t  know  it.”  Rechy’s  vision  is  that  a  hell-on- 
earth,  manufactured  as  a  curse  for  gay  men  by  straight 
culture,  towers  above  the  people  who  are  fated  to  inhabit 
it,  who  appear  as  puppets  —  helpless  beings  manipulated 
by  the  sensual  aura  of  the  leather  bar. 

’  It  is  folly  to  deny  that  the  scenario  of  this  novel 
takes  place  nightly  in  bars  throughout  the  country.  At 
the  Spike  in  New  York,  the  Gold  Coast  in  Chicago, 
Herbie’s  in  Boston,  the  One  Way  in  San  Francisco, 

Mary’s  in  Houston,  the  Washington  DC  Eagle  .  .  . 
leather  master  meets  and  initiates  youngman;  handcuffs 
bind  wrists;  cops,  corporals,  and  construction  workers 
spit,  piss  and  ejaculate  on  men  seeking  humiliation, 
searching  for  pain. 

Where  Rechy  goes  wrong,  and  where  critics  of  the 
leather  scene  consistently  go  wrong,  is  in  making 
underlying  assumptions  which  are  too  simplistic  and  too 
biased  by  the  limited  scope  of  personal  experience  to 
achieve  the  “universal  truth”  that  is  intended.  Despite 
the  accuracy  of  his  observations,  Rechy’s  political 
analysis  of  S&M,  although  it  includes  some  good 
insights,  is  limited,  moralistic,  and  tainted  with  psycho¬ 
analytical  bias,  and  makes  the  leather  scene  into  a  place 
of  warped  madness  and  sickness.  For  some,  this  is  the 
experience,  but  for  many  the  experience  of  the  leather 
bar  is  friendly,  fulfilling  and,  I  dare  say,  healthy. 

Rechy  plays  into  the  assumptions  of  straight  observ¬ 
ers  of  the  gay  male  scene  by  relentlessly  probing  the 
cause  of  men’s  enjoyment  of  these  practices.  We  have 
stopped  exploring  the  question  “How  did  I  become 
queer?”  a  while  ago  because  it  is  rooted  in  the 
assumption  that  being  gay  is  an  error,  someone’s  fault, 
something  to  be  corrected  in  future  people’s  upbringing. 
Likewise,  it  is  time  that  men  involved  in  the  leather  scene 
leave  the  guilt  and  sickness  behind.  Gay  men  need  no 
more  guilt-tripping  and  sickness-baiting  based  on  what 
we  do  in  consensual  sexual  activity.  To  continue  the 
tradition  of  imposing  shame  upon  men  because  of  sexual 
needs  which  are  expressed  with  others  men  who  share 
complementary  needs,  is  regressive  and  divisive.  It 
contributes  to  the  division  of  homosexuals  into  “good 
gays”  and  “bad  gays.”  Rechy  may  understand  the 
leather  scene  in  terms  of  his  own  self-oppression,  but  to 
explain  all  S&M  men  as  “internalized  self-haters”  is  both 
to  simplify  the  complex  issues  involved  in  what  stimulates 
people  sexually  and  to  deny  the  varied  motivations  and 
fluidity  of  human  sexuality. 

This  is  not  to  say  that  there  are  not  pressing  issues 
which  need  to  be  explored  by  men  who  frequent  leather 
bars.  Men  who  engage  in  S&M  practices  have  a  respon¬ 
sibility  to  do  so  with  a  constant  awareness  and  concern 
for  the  issues  that  they  are  confronting  physically  and 
sexually:  issues  of  power  and  control,  strength  and  weak¬ 
ness,  humiliation,  masculinity.  Because  of  their  acute 
awareness  of  the  use  of  power  and  control,  there  is  a 
tremendous  untapped  potential  among  leathermen  to  be 
in  the  vanguard  of  movements  for  sexual  liberation  and, 
indeed,  many  activists  still  live  in  the  closet  as  far  as  their 
S&M  practices  go.  The  distinctions  between  S&M  prac¬ 
tices  directed  by  men  toward  women  and  by  men  toward 
men  need  to  be  explored  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  sex¬ 
uality  and  societal  position  of  men  is  different  from  the 
sexuality  and  position  of  women.  Heterosexual  S&M  is 
not  identical  with  gay  male  S&M,  and  lesbian  S&M,  the 
latest  reactionary  media  rage,  is  an  issue  requiring  unsen¬ 
sationalized  analysis,  not  by  men,  but  by  knowledgeable 
feminist  women. 

What  the  gay  male  community  needs  now  is  an  open 
forum  on  issues  of  S&M  and  leather  bars.  Rushes  is  a 
good  beginning  to  this  forum,  but  ultimately  fails  when 
the  author  pushes  his  point  of  view  to  the  level  of  didac¬ 
ticism  and  his  characters  become  caricatures.  Rechy 
unfortunately  serves  as  accomplice  to  William  Friedkin, 
producer  of  “Cruising,”  by  helping  to  create  a  new 
scapegoat  in  the  gay  community.  To  put  the  onus  of 
woman-hating  upon  leathermen  is  to  avoid  the  fact  that 
misogyny  is  rampant  in  all  sectors  of  the  gay  male  com¬ 
munity,  as  is  self-oppression.  Targeting  one  conspicuous 
subculture  alows  for  a  superFicial  and  distorted  treatment 
of  issues  that  all  gay  men  must  face.  Self-oppression  is  an 
unfortunate  part  of  much  of  gay  male  culture  and  must 
be  rooted  out  throughout.  When  self-hatred  is  expunged 
from  our  lives,  S&M  may  very  well  still  exist  as  a  viable 
sexual  practice. 
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The  Lesbian  Adventure 


THE  LESBIAN  PATH 

Edited  by  Margaret  Cruikshank 
Angel  Press 
c/o  Carolyn  House 
Box  161 

Thornwood,  NY  10594 


Reviewed  by  Maida  Tiichen 

The  Lesbian  Path  should  have  been  called  “The  Les¬ 
bian  Adventure,”  for  “path”  is  too  tame  a  word 
for  these  true  tales  of  women’s  journeys  from  city 
streets  and  farmyards,  convents,  marriages,  and 
motherhood,  to  fully  realized  lives  as  lesbians.  This 
anthology  has  37  stories  by  37  women,  and  every  story  is 
real,  positive,  individual,  and  inspiring.  The  stories  aren’t 
about  sex,  but  about  the  roles  in  which  lesbians  find 
themselves  in  our  heterosexist  society,  and  how  they 
triumph  over  these  restrictions.  The  collection  was  edited 
by  Margaret  Cruikshank,  who  sees  it  as  “a  collective 
work  —  the  autobiography  not  of  one  women  but  of 
many.  Remembering  our  isolation  and  believing  that  this 
book,  if  it  had  existed  in  the  1950s  or  1960s,  would  have 
made  our  self-discoveries  less  painful,  we  are  naturally 
eager  to  record  something  of  our  lives  ...  we  have  an 
exhilarating  sense  of  our  power  to  say  —  sometimes 
tentatively  —  who  we  are  ...  1  wanted  my  [women’s 
studies]  students  to  have  the  book  I  never  had:  true 
stories  of  strong,  woman-identified  women.” 

I  don’t  want  to  spend  much  of  my  valuable  space 
here  giving  my  opinions  of  the  collection  —  suffice  it  to 
say,  1  loved  it.  It  is  an  entertaining  and  uplifting  read, 
and  would  be  particularly  enlightening  for  straight  friends 
and  relatives,  especially  if  you  suspect  they  are  thinking 
of  coming  out.  I  would  like  to  share  with  you  some  of 
the  best  passages  in  the  collection.  (Note:  the  quotations 
given  have  no  page  numbers  because  the  advance  review 
copy  1  had  was  not  bound  and  numbered.) 

Coming  out  publicly  in  a  rural  Indiana  high  school  is 
described  in  a  powerfully  written  piece  by  Mitzie 
Simmons  titled  “For  You  .  .  .  For  Us.” 

EDIRP  YAG.  I  read  the  letters  of  my  T-shirt 
backwards  in  the  rearview  mirror  as  I  sit  parked  across 
the  stree'  from  the  high  school.  This  is  it,  the  first  day  of 
my  senior  year,  my  first  experience  with  publicly  coming 
out,  and  I’m  scared.  What  the  hell  am  1  doing?  Risking 
expulsion?  Risking  my  future?  No,  I’m  gaining  it.  Taking 
a  deep  breath,  I  leave  the  security  of  the  car,  walk  briskly 
across  the  parking  lot,  and  enter  the  jungle  of  students. 

Half  surprised  at  not  being  verbally  attacked  after 
walking  through  the  door,  I  stop  for  a  moment  to  reflect. 

I  have  no  idea  what  to  expect,  from  others  or  from 
myself,  but  I  am  no  longer  afraid.  Currents  of  strength 
surge  rhythmically  through  me;  my  heart  swells  with 
pride.  I  walk  down  the  corridor,  head  up,  shoulders 
back,  reflecting  my  triumph  in  the  light  of  my  smile  as  I 
cast  a  forceful  gaze  into  the  eyes  of  each  person  I  meet. 

Yes,  I  am  gay;  the  rumors  were  right,  and  I’m  proud  of 
it!  I  feel  the  currents  of  wholeness,  and  I  know  that  1  will 
never  let  go  of  my  self  again. 

Suddenly  I  stop,  puzzled.  Something  is  different  in  a 
way  that  I  hadn’t  expected  at  all.  Their  eyes,  once  icy 
cold,  now  melt  away  from  the  fire  in  my  own. 

Laughingly  I  wonder  at  how  such  situations  can 
completely  reverse  themselves,  shifting  from  one  extreme 
to  the  opposite.  Was  it  only  yesterday  that  my  eyes  could 
not  meet  theirs? 

I  walk  into  English  class  and  sit  down  at  a  table  at 
Annie’s  side.  As  the  other  students  rise  to  move 
elsewhere,  I  chuckle  softly  to  myself.  My  problem?  No, 
theirs.  Now  I  can  laugh  at  experiences  that  once  made  me 
cry. 

The  book  has  several  articles  about  lesbian  Catholic 
girlhoods,  including  Jeanne  Cordova’s  outrageous 
account  of  her  sexual  initiation  when  she  was  an  18  year 
old  in  a  convent: 

The  phone  rang  one  Sunday  evening  in  Conventland. 

It  was  Mabel,  a  lay  friend  of  Mother  Superior.  My  fellow 
Sisters  were  in  the  dining  room  watching  Peyton  Place. 

After  a  lengthy  discussion  about  nothing  (later  I  was  to 
learn  this  sort  of  conversation  is  called  “flirting’’),  Mabel 
decided  to  come  over  and  meet  me.  Mabel  walked 
through  the  front  door  ...  I  looked  at  her  and  she 
looked  at  me  and  we  decided  not  to  watch  Peyton  Place. 

The  next  thing  I  knew  I  was  sitting  on  the  couch  in  her 
apartment,  she  was  handing  me  a  Whiskey  Sour  and  1 
was  babbling  out  my  life  story  with  particular  emphasis 
on  the  part  about  my  gym  teacher  and  camp 
counselor.  .  .  . 

I  broke  the  vow  of  Obedience  seven  months  before  I 
was  supposed  to  take  it.  I  never  understood  what 
Chastity  meant  until  the  morning  after.  Poverty, 
however,  I  can  still  say  seven  years  later,  is  my  true 
calling.  I  can’t  say  I  really  understood  Mabel  —  she 
joined  the  convent  the  day  I  left  it  —  I  understood  what 
we  shared  together. 

Another  section  of  the  book  includes  several  articles  by 
lesbian  mothers.  Dpat  Mattie  describes  how  she  felt  when 
her  teen-age  son  became  a  born-again  Christian  and  refused 
to  accept  her  lesbianism: 

he  finally  says  well  maybe  he’ll  come  out  to  visit  me 
at  Christmas,  he  does  not  acknowledge  the  other  person 
in  my  life,  this  news  if  followed  by  more  biblical  quotes, 
he  says  goodbye,  so  do  i.  he  has  not  called  me  mom  or 
pat  or  dpat.  he  has  without  using  the  words  been  calling 
me  sinner,  queer,  lost  and  damned,  the  next  day  i  write  a 
letter  taking  5  pages  to  say  “if  you  are  coming  to  see  me 
dpat  mattie  lesbian  mother  because  you  want  to  see  me 
please  come  quickly  and  stay  as  long  as  you  like,  if  on 
the  other  hand  you  are  coming  with  thoughts  of 
attempted  conversions  stay  where  you  are.  i  have 
witnessed  personally  and  through  other  people’s 
experiences  the  pain  and  destruction  of  life  and  hope  that 


has  resulted  from  pious  bible  thumping  bigots,  i  fight 
that  behavior  every  way  i  can.”  there  has  been  no  reply. 

it  is  the  price  i  chose  to  pay  for  me,  my  sanity  and 
my  freedom,  he  does  not  understand  and  my  words  make 
little  difference,  i  have  his  pictures  arranged  before  me  on 
this  Sunday  afternoon,  a  chubby  laughing  baby,  a  3  year 
old’s  thrilled  Christmas  morning,  a  5  year  old’s  hot  day  at 
the  beach,  an  awkward  gangly  cracked  voiced  teenager,  a 
young  man  i  hardly  recognize  in  the  graduation  gown,  he 
is  beautiful,  he  is  probably  in  church,  maybe  praying  for 
his  sinful  mother  who  has  no  name  he  can  say. 

In  a  piece  that  captures  the  spirit  of  the  sixties,  Jane 
Gurko  tells  of  “Coming  Out  in  Berkeley,  1967.”  A 
“hip”  straight  couple,  Hass  and  Sharon,  have  invited  her 
to  join  them  in  bed: 

“Well,”  [Hass]  replied  eagerly,  “you  know 
how  I  feel  about  monogamy.  It’s  too  limited,  it 
just  doesn’t  feel  right  to  me.  Sharon  knows  that  I 
have  a  primary  commitment  to  her,  and  that  isn’t 
affected  by  my  sleeping  with  other  women.  I’m 
really  attracted  to  you,  Jane,  making  love  to  you 

Warm  Heart 

COLD  HANDS 

By  Joseph  Pintauro 

Simon  and  Schuster,  New  York 

344  pp.,  $10.95 


Reviewed  by  Roger  Frye 


Joseph  Pintauro  has  written  a  first  novel  which  displays 
his  skills  as  a  poet  and  playwright.  However,  he  has  not 
completely  adapted  these  skills  to  the  new  form.  The 
poet  is  a  master  of  symbolism  and  imagery,  and  symbols 
serve  Pintauro  well  in  Cold  Hands.  In  a  season  of  crisis 
for  Cello,  the  central  figure  and  narrator,  Pintauro 
writes,  “Indian  summer  may  not  have  tricked  the  oaks, 
but  it  befuddled  the  roses.”  Here  Cello  is  a  rose;  at  othei 
times  he  is  a  fish;  he  is  always  befuddled.  When  snow 
falls  on  the  roses,  when  a  mako  is  beheaded,  when  the 
weaks  and  blues  swim  south,  they  all  reflect  Cello  and  his 
befuddlement. 

The  imagery  in  Cold  Hands  is  sharp  and  entertain¬ 
ing,  but  sometimes  it  interrupts  the  narrative  flow. 
Pintauro,  the  poet,  creates  a  kaleidoscope  of  images 
which  flash  and  disappear.  He  touches  all  of  our  senses 
with  his  words,  but  the  feelings  come  and  go:  the  pain  of 
physical  injury,  which  he  brings  to  life  as  blood  and 
shredded  skin,  does  not  linger  to  ache  and  heal. 

Pintauro,  the  playwright  as  novelist,  manages  his 
props  and  his  characters  as  though  they  were  on  stage. 

He  is  ever  careful  to  keep  the  car  running  when  we  return 
to  it  and  to  litter  the  stoop  with  glass  after  a  window  is 
broken.  He  ages  his  characters  between  scenes  and  pre¬ 
sents  them  to  us  newly  costumed  for  entrance.  We  see 
Cello  and  his  relatives  in  finely  boxed  frames.  The  effect 
is  dramatic,  and  the  technique  allows  the  author  to  cover 
three  decades  of  Cello’s  life,  but  it  leaves  the  reader  look¬ 
ing  for  causes  that  remain  hidden.  It  leaves  the  reader,  as 
well  as  the  characters ,  befuddled. 

This  theme  of  befuddlement  is  also  enhanced  by  an 
excess  of  coincidence.  Coincidence  has  been  used  on 
stage  since  the  Greeks.  However,  there,  it  is  startling;  in 
this  novel  it  is  disenchanting.  Too  many  times  one  person 
turns  out  to  be  another.  Too  many  times  Cello  gets  hit 
on  the  head.  We  expect  a  family  of  characters,  no  matter 
how  fantastic,  to  interact  by  choice.  Instead,  they  are 
assaulted  by  fate.  If  that  is  the  purpose  of  the  book,  to 


seems  right  to  me.  If  I  can’t  have  that  freedom,  I 
can’t  have  marriage  at  all.” 

My  stomach  suddenly  knotted,  and  I  felt 
closed  in.  But  Hass  was  right,  wasn’t  he?  Freedom 
was  good.  People  shouldn’t  try  to  own  each  other. 
Families  should  be  open  and  sharing.  Everybody  in 
Berkeley  in  1967  knew  that.  Why  did  I  feel  a 
weight  on  me?  I  couldn’t  respond  to  Hass,  and 
looked  toward  Sharon  for  help. 

“Sharon?”  I  asked.  She  was  stiff,  but  she 
looked  up  at  me  with  dark,  imploring  eyes.  .  .  . 

On  an  impulse  I  reached  out  my  foot  and  gently 
prodded  her  on  the  behind.  Sharon  relaxed  and  accepted 
my  touch.  We  both  forgot  for  the  moment  about 
Hastings  and  his  freedom. 

“I’m  glad  you  tried  that,  honey,”  he  broke  in.  “It 
takes  courage  to  overcome  these  old  inhibitions.  I  had  to 
struggle  with  jealousy  myself.” 

I  felt  Sharon  begin  to  go  tight  again.  .  .  .  With  a 
pang  I  felt  this  body  asking  a  question,  as  the  eyes  had 
asked  even  from  the  first  moment;  and  I  realized  I  had 
answered  even  then.  I  turned  back  to  Hastings  with  fresh 
interest. 

“Of  course  I’ve  been  attracted  to  you  from  the  start, 
Hass.  But  I  like  Sharon,  too.  I  want  the  freedom  to  be 
warm  to  her,  like  now;  in  fact,  I  think  your  wife  actually 
turns  me  on.” 

Hass  beamed.  “I  think  that’s  terrific.  Women  should 
be  able  to  express  themselves  physically  with  each  other.” 

He  added,  “whatever  you  do  is  fine,  as  long  as  you  don’t 
exclude  me.” 

Sharon  gave  me  an  odd  smile,  her  eyes  alight.  She 
turned  to  Hass  and  said,  “How  could  we  promise  that? 
We’ve  never  been  there,  we  don’t  know  what  it  feels 
like.” 

“There,”  he  replied,  “that’s  what  I  mean.  If  you’re 
going  to  go  into  a  big  romantic  fantasy,  forget  it.  They’re 
exclusive  by  definition.  But  physical  affection,  that’s 
different.” 

Several  of  the  stories  recount  lesbian  herstory,  such 
as  Alix  Dobkin’s  tale  of  how  the  first  lesbian-produced 
record,  “Lavender  Jane  Loves  Women”  was  financed: 

Kay  [Gardner]  and  I  were  constantly  asked,  “When 
are  you  going  to  make  a  record?”  One  night  in 
September  1973  during  a  cruise  on  the  Hudson  River  for 
five  hundred  lesbians  we  were  approached  by  a  dozen  of 
them  who  offered  us  enough  money  to  make  a  lesbian 
record.  It  was  a  good  place  for  Lavender  Jane  to  be 
launched  —  a  boatload  of  dancing  and  partying  dykes 
listening  to  live  music  from  the  New  Haven  Women’s 
Liberation  Rock  Band. 

Rosemary  Curb  provides  the  most  current  lesbian 
events  by  describing  perfectly  the  shock  thousands  of 
women  have  felt  returning  to  the  “real”  world  after 
voyaging  to  that  lesbian  wonderland  at  Hesperia, 
Michigan,  the  Michigan  Women’s  Music  Festival: 

This  morning  I  sat  at  the  opening  faculty  meeting  of 
the  southern  state  college  where  I  teach  English,  crossing 
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show  that  we  are  not  in  control  of  our  destiny,  it  must  be 
done  through  characters  who  have  goals.  Cello  has  no 
goals  to  reach;  he  is  merely  sent  from  one  place  to 
another. 

What  Cello  lacks  in  purpose,  he  lacks  all  the  more  as 
a  sexual  being.  He  is  a  gangbanger,  masturbator,  adul¬ 
terer,  voyeur  and  father.  Watch  him  be  molested,  raped 
and  entrapped.  But  it  is  a  perfunctory  performance.  He 
is  led.  He  is  trying  to  please.  He  just  wants  a  friend.  The 
man  is  unexcited  and  unexciting. 

Barely  sexual,  is  he  even  homosexual?  In  this  book 
homosexuality  means  fear.  In  fear  of  it  wives  fly  to 
England  or  take  the  children  to  Pennsylvania.  A  store 
owner  hides  under  the  counter.  In  fear  of  being  detected 
a  young  man  flees  through  the  woods.  In  Gestapo-like 
fear  the  once  cocky  cop  hunts  his  own  kind.  And  of 
course  Cello,  in  fear  of  his  own  sexuality,  but  also  in  fear 
of  incest  and  force,  rejects  his  identity,  his  love,  and  his 
closest  friend. 

I  was  frustrated  by  this  book.  I  found  some  art  in  it, 
but  I  could  not  identify  with  the  heroes  or  the  theme. 
Some  of  the  characters  and  scenes  were  disappointingly 
unbelievable.  Nevertheless,  the  book  holds  promise  in  the 
way  it  fails,  and  I  look  forward  to  reading  other  work  by 
Joseph  Pintauro. 


Page  6  • 


Book  Review  •  Gay  Community  News  •  January 


Dinner  Party 

Continued  from  Page  3 


Orientalism 

LANDSCAPE  WITH  TRAVELER: 
THE  PILLOW  BOOK  OF 
FRANCIS  REEVES 

By  Barry  Gifford 
E.P.  Dutton,  New  York 
142  pp.,  $10.95 


Reviewed  by  Roger  Frye 


A  perfect,  little  book. 

Read  it.  Pass  it  around.  Give  copies  to  friends. 
But  beware!  Beware  of  the  lie  (the  denial  of  car¬ 
ing)  in  this  journal  from  an  ideal  life.  Don’t  miss  the 
irony  when  it  says: 

Most  of  what  goes  on  in  the  world  is  of  little  interest  to 
me  and  I  am  most  certainly  of  very  little  interest  to 
anybody  but  myself,  and  even  then  I  hardly  matter. 

Which,  the  way  I  see  it,  is  as  it  should  be. 

There  are  several  levels  to  the  irony  depending  on 
who  you  think  is  writing.  Ostensibly  the  author  is  Francis 
Reeves,  a  forty-eight  year  old,  gay  man,  making  an  entry 
in  his  “Pillow  Book.”  Actually  the  author  is  Barry 
Gifford,  a  thirty-three  year  old,  heterosexual  novelist, 
giving  us  a  certain  perspective  on  life’s  landscape  through 
a  character  he  has  created.  On  another  level,  you  may 

Path 
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and  uncrossing  my  panti-hosed  legs  and  folding  and 
unfolding  my  arms  over  the  large  pewter  labyris  dangling 
down  the  center  of  the  same  prim  white  T-shirt  in  which 
I  stormed  the  capitol  for  equal  rights  a  month  and  a  half 
ago.  This  morning  a  Chamber  of  Commerce 
representative  assured  the  rows  of  polished  bald  heads 
that  the  business  community  is  concerned  not  only  about 
business  expansion  but  about  preserving  our  American 
way  of  life,  Christian  morality  and  the  family.  Knowing 
the  hatred  and  bigotry  behind  such  glittering  exhibitions 
of  patriotism,  I  shudder. 

Less  than  a  week  ago  1  was  glowing  with  vitality  at 
the  Michigan  Womyn’s  Music  Festival.  To  cross  the  miles 
and  centuries  from  that  woodsy  womanspace,  with 
beautiful  Amazons  leaping  naked  through  the  trees  and 
dancing  barefoot  in  the  grass,  to  this  bastion  of  male 
power  paralyzes  my  womansoul.  This  morning  I  wore  a 
long  billowy  India  print  skirt  with  intricate  designs  in 
lavender,  mustard,  indigo  and  ivory.  Perhaps  I  should 
have  encased  my  womansoftness  in  an  exoskeleton  of 
armor.  1  feel  in  my  own  flesh  the  loss  of  the  ancient 
matriarchy.  My  labyris,  with  “Remember  the  Future” 
etched  on  its  back,  consoles  me  here  in  patriarchal  exile. 

1  know  in  my  nerves  and  tendons  that  I  am  not  part  of 
this  oppressive  system  even  though  1  endure 
imprisonment  here. 

The  anthology  concludes  with  a  most  unusual  piece, 
“Hudson  Bay  Journal”  by  Judith  Niemi,  a  diary  of  a 
canoe  trip  from  Minneapolis  to  the  Artie  wilderness  of 
Canada  taken  by  six  lesbians: 

DAY  24  FOX  RIVER.  HOME  FREE.  One  last  day 
of  rapids,  and  Kristin  and  I  wanted  a  chance  to  paddle 
together.  (Moon  had  warned  us  we  could  escalate 
excitement,  egg  each  other  on.)  We  are  all  being  very 
cautious  now  —  Kris,  subdued,  warns  us  to  keep 
lifejackets  on  while  eating  lunch  in  sight  of  the  water. 

And  still  we  get  our  chance  at  a  rapids  bigger  than  we’d 
have  any  right  to  choose  to  run.  Scouting  ahead,  the  two 
of  us  find  ourselves  in  a  place  where,  unless  we  wait  for 
fall  to  lower  the  water  level,  our  only  choice  is  to  run  the 
rapids  that  we’ve  just  yelled  to  everyone  else  is  out  of  the 
question.  We  wait  for  a  potential  rescue  canoe  to  be  lined 
to  the  bottom  and  then  push  off,  and  I’m  afraid,  but 
even  more  excited  and  pleased.  Washing  out  at  the 
bottom  in  a  canoe  half  full  of  water  I’m  intensely  joyful. 

This  is  what  being  alive  and  a  dyke  is  all  about.  If  I  can 
just  remember  this  moment  clearly,  I  may  never  be  afraid 
again. 

Judith  Niemi’s  reflections  after  her  trip  seem  to 
speak  for  this  whole  anthology: 

One  way  we  were  that  month  only  got  clear  to  me 
later.  We  didn’t  decide  things  by  majority,  of  course,  and 
often  we  didn’t  even  use  consensus.  We  simply  knew  who 
to  listen  to.  And  if  the  usual  voice  of  caution,  or  caring, 
or  whatever  we  needed  wasn’t  heard,  I  knew  one  of  the 
rest  of  us  would  say  what  was  needed. 


believe  with  me  that  the  character  is  based  on  Gifford’s 
perception  of  a  real  person  who  is  affecting  a  pose  of 
oriental  detachment  at  a  solitary  point  in  his  life.  And 
you  may  see  the  relationship  between  the  author  and  this 
person  who  captured  his  interest  mirrored  in  a  friendship 
in  the  book  between  Francis  and  his  correspondent,  Jim. 

This  book  is  fascinating.  I  want  to  recount  some  of 
the  episodes  —  Francis’  discovery  of  foreskins,  the  smell 
of  Youskevitch’s  balls,  the  last  watch  at  boot  camp,  the 
bus  to  Fire  Island.  Although  the  stories  are  told  as  true 
events  —  and  many  ring  true  in  their  details  —  some  are 
so  improbable  that  they  must  have  been  invented  or  at 
least  appropriated  from  gay  lore.  (How  many  of  us  have 
really  had  sex  in  a  Piper  Cub?)  The  problem  is  to 
recognize  that  Francis  Reeves  and  his  author  are  enter¬ 
taining  us.  Read  the  stories  in  this  context. 

I  recommend  this  book,  yet  I  denounce  the  denial  of 
caring  in  it.  Francis  leaves  his  lover  to  avoid  feeling 
jealousy.  He  sends  his  wife  away  when  she  becomes 
depressed.  He  turns  inside  to  find  a  simple  happiness  in 
solitude.  He  rejects  brotherhood  for  books  and  plum 
wine  and  music.  He  composes  lists  for  a  perfect  life,  for 
life  on  a  desert  island.  Damn  it,  Francis,  you  dead  man! 
Wake  up!  Give  a  suck!  Why  are  you  so  serene?  Is  this 
the  male  menopause?  Did  Ilya  hurt  you  that  bad?  Are 
you  secretly  dying  of  cancer?  Stop  lying! 

Barry  Gifford  depicts  a  sublime  sensibility,  a  charac¬ 
ter  you  may  admire  or  want  to  goose.  Perhaps  the  best 
praise  is  that  Francis  Reeves  seems  real. 


Lost  in  Space 

THE  NEW  GULLIVER 

by  Esme  Dodderidge 
Taplinger  Publishing  Company 
247 pp.,  $9.95 

Reviewed  by  Pat  M.  Kuras 


English  writer,  Esme  Dodderidge’s  first  novel,  The 
New  Gulliver,  teems  with  an  irony  that  quickly  be¬ 
comes  tedious.  Her  novel  concerns  a  male  member  of 
an  “experimental  kind  of  airship,”  who  somehow  finds 
himself  a  second-class  citizen  in  an  unpleasant  matriarchal 
world.  Says  the  unfortunate  airman,  “I  am  resolved  to  set 
down  as  true  an  account  as  is  possible  of  life  in  this  strange 
land,  where  circumstance  has  placed  me.  Of  the  manner  of 
my  arrival  here,  I  shall  say  little.”  So  be  it.  What  he  does 
tell  us,  is  that  he  has  lost  consciousness  in  his  airship,  only 
to  awaken  safely  tucked  into  a  bed  of  a  household  in  Capo- 
volta.  Even  his  host(esses)  relay  no  information  as  to  how 
they  found  him  or  how  he  became  a  member  of  their  house¬ 
hold.  This  gaping  hole  in  the  narrative  is  enough  to  make 
science  fiction  buffs,  as  well  as  other  readers,  angry  and 
frustrated.  But  author  Dodderidge,  speaking  through  the 
guise  of  the  airman,  expects  us  to  overlook  this  early,  major 
flaw,  and  happily  proceed  with  her  fable.  A  tall  order, 
indeed.  If  she  had  even  given  the  airman  a  few  sparse  sen¬ 
tences  groping  for  theories  on  his  predicament  —  time 
warps,  black  holes,  magnetic  fields  —  I  could  excuse  her 
novel’s  feeble  opening.  As  it  stands,  the  novelist  is  unduly 
trying  my  patience. 

The  second  major  problem,  also  noticeable  in  the 
book’s  opening  pages,  is  simply  the  style  in  which  the 
airman’s  “manuscript”  is  written.  The  airman  speaks  not 
as  a  space  age  scientist,  but  more  like  a  Victorian  age 
explorer,  such  as  a  Jules  Verne  character  or  even  Swift’s 
original  Gulliver. 

The  book’s  story  line  concerns  this  new  Gulliver’s 
attempts  to  live  in  this  strange  world.  In  Capovolta,  men 
are  sex  objects,  inferior  to  women,  etc.  (Imagine  every 
obstacle  and  prejudice  that  is  thrown  on  women  and  reverse 
the  situation  so  that  men  are  the  victims.  That  is  the  gist  of 
The  New  Gulliver.)  I  have  often  heard  that  the  English  have 
what  is  called  a  “dry  sense  of  humor.”  After  reading  a 
book  such  as  this  one,  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  that  dry 
sense  of  humor  has  actually  evaporated.  I  do  not  find  the 


reproductions  seems  to  be  distorted.  Chicago  is  an  artist 
whose  ability  to  manipulate  color  and  texture  has  been 
demonstrated  in  works  like  the  “Great  Ladies”  series. 
These  talents  are  indeed  expressed  in  “The  Dinner 
Party”,  but  they  cannot  be  appreciated  from 
reproductions. 

Readers  of  Chicago’s  earlier  book.  Through  the 
Flower  (1975),  know  her  to  be  both  a  dedicated  artist  anc 
a  feminist.  She  was  instrumental  in  developing  the  first 
women’s  art  program  and  was  a  co-founder  of  the 
Women’s  Building  in  Los  Angeles.  Chicago  has  done  a 
great  deal  to  establish  a  reputation  for  women’s  art,  and 
“The  Dinner  Party”  clearly  demonstrates  her  commit¬ 
ment  to  the  rediscovery  of  women’s  history.  But  above 
all  she  is  an  artist  —  and  her  art  must  be  experienced 
directly.  The  book  tells  us  a  great  deal,  but  it  cannot  sub¬ 
stitute  for  the  work  of  art  itself. 

“The  Dinner  Party”  has  encountered  numerous  dif¬ 
ficulties  in  the  year  since  its  completion.  Cancellations  of 
scheduled  exhibition  dates  by  museums,  high  storage 
costs  and  the  dangers  of  transporting  the  fragile  plates 
have  plagued  Chicago  and  the  Through  the  Flower  Corp¬ 
oration.  The  costs  for  installing  and  exhibiting  the  piece, 
which  include  the  necessary  security,  are  extremely  high. 
Nevertheless,  a  group  has  formed  to  try  to  raise  the 
money  to  bring  “The  Dinner  Party”  to  the  Boston 
Center  for  the  Arts.  People  interested  in  working  on  this 
project  in  any  capacity  should  call  the  Center  or  write 
them  at  539  Tremont  Street,  Boston,  M  A  02116.  The 
work  of  this  committee  and  others  like  it  is  obviously 
crucial  if  people  are  to  see  “The  Dinner  Party”  as  it  was 
meant  to  be  seen. 

This  work  is  important  for  a  number  of  reasons. 
First,  it  is  beautiful  and  filled  with  meaning.  Many  works 
of  art  fit  either  one  or  the  other  of  these  categories,  but 
rarely  both.  Second,  it  is  a  brave  attempt  to  express  the 
experience  of  women  in  a  large-scale  and  —  ideally  — 
highly  visible  project.  Chicago  has  developed  a  language 
of  art  and  a  personal  style  over  the  last  twenty  years,  and 
she  uses  her  skills  here  to  comment  on  the  oppression  of 
women  and  their  contribution  to  history.  The  piece  is 
intended  for  a  wide  audience,  and  Chicago  has  clearly 
struggled  to  make  her  art  accessible.  This  is  an  admirable 
undertaking,  and  she  has  been  largely  successful. 

“The  Dinner  Party”  is  a  unique  work  of  art, 
conceived  by  one  woman  and  executed  by  many  people. 

It  breaks  new  ground  for  art  and  for  women’s  history.  I 
would  encourage  readers  who  have  not  already  done  so 
to  read  the  book,  and  those  who  have  leafed  through 
once  or  twice  should  go  back  and  read  other  parts  (no 
one  could  read  it  from  cover  to  cover).  But  beware  — 
the  story  is  exciting,  the  biographies  of  women  are 
fascinating,  and  the  plates  are  interesting,  but  the  piece 
should  be  seen  first  hand.  We  must  all  support  the 
efforts  of  the  Committee  to  Bring  “The  Dinner  Party” 
to  Boston,  and  encourage  the  work  of  women  artists 
who,  like  Chicago,  struggle  to  express  their  feminism  and 
their  experience  as  women  through  various  media. 


plight  of  real-life,  everyday  women  very  comical,  so  Dod¬ 
deridge’s  attempt  to  make  this  seem  humorous  is  aggravat¬ 
ing.  Her  protagonist,  Klemo,  the  lost  airman,  is  a  conde¬ 
scending  twit  who,  despite  his  usurped  male  supremacy, 
maintains  his  racist  and  sexist  ideologies.  Thus,  it  is  impos¬ 
sible  to  sympathize  with  his  “ordeal.” 

What  Dodderidge  attempts  to  do  in  her  novel  has 
already  been  accomplished  with  far  more  grace  and  wit  in 
Joanna  Russ’  The  Female  Man.  Russ  vividly  paints  the 
fallacies  of  male-female  co-existence/struggles  in  our 
modern  (circa  1969)  world;  the  episodes  involving  Janet 
Evason,  the  ignorant,  arrogant  visitor  from  Whileaway,  are 
far  greater  in  satiric  achievement  than  the  plodding  banal¬ 
ities  of  The  New  Gulliver,  which  fails  as  both  entertainment 
and  satire. 
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Barrie 


Continued  from  Page  1 

Nico  (the  youngest  of  the  five  brothers)  the  last  word: 
“Of  all  the  men  1  have  ever  known,  Barrie  was  the  wit¬ 
tiest,  and  the  best  company.  He  was  also  the  least  in¬ 
terested  in  sex.  He  was  a  darling  man.  He  was  an  inno¬ 
cent;  which  is  why  he  could  write  Peter  Pan.”  (The 
review  of  the  book  in  the  New  York  Times  complained 
that  Freud  had  ruined  the  concept  of  platonic  love  and 
that  all  relationships  were  now  (incorrectly)  being 
regarded  as  sexual.  This  love,  which  the  reviewer  calls 
“innocent,  asexual,  natural,  and  dignified,”  is  what  oc¬ 
curred  between  Barrie  and  his  boys,  Housman  and  his 
“lad,”  and  Tennyson  and  Arthur  Hallam.  This  is  an  odd 
notion  and  relegates  sexuality  back  to  its  position  as  a 
“baser  emotion,”  undignified,  and  nothing  akin  to  love 
—  which  in  turn,  has  nothing  to  do  with  people  of  one’s 
own  sex,  or  underaged  children.) 

The  question  of  James  Barrie’s  sexuality  has  been 
much  discussed.  He  was  not  a  tall  man  (and  bemoaned  the 
fact  that  his  height  prevented  him  from  becoming  a  fav¬ 
orite  with  women)  and  stood  just  over  five  feet.  Alison 
Lurie,  in  a  New  York  Review  of  Books  piece  on  Barrie 
(Feb.  8.  1975)  has  suggested  that  he  may  have  had  a 
glandular  disorder  and  never  got  completely  through  to 
the  other  side  of  puherty.  Whatever  the  case,  his  note¬ 
book  entries  show  a  certain  mistrust  of  women  and  mar¬ 
riage:  “ — Greatest  horror  —  dream  1  am  married  — 
wake  up  screaming;”  “ — He  never  has  contact  with  a 
woman  —  If  he  had  this  might  have  made  his  exalt  less  in 
making  women  love  him;”  “ — Perhaps  the  curse  of  his 
life  that  he  never  had  a  woman;”  “ — Morning  after  en¬ 
gagement,  a  startling  thing  to  waken  up  &  remember 
you’r  tied  for  life.”  In  his  notebook,  during  his  honey¬ 
moon,  he  jotted  down:  “ — Our  love  has  brought  me 
nothing  but  misery.  — Boy  all  nerves.  ‘You  are  very  ig¬ 
norant’.  — How?  Must  we  instruct  you  in  the  mysteries 
of  love-making?” 

In  contrast  to  these  there  are  the  letters  to  the  boys 
and  his  writings  about  them.  When  George  was  away 
fighting, Barrie  had  written:  “Of  course  I  don’t  need  this 
to  bring  home  the  danger  you  are  always  in  more  or  less, 
but  I  do  seem  to  be  sadder  today  than  ever,  and  more 
and  more  wishing  you  were  a  girl  of  21  instead  of  a  boy, 
so  I  could  say  the  things  to  you  that  are  always  in  my 
heart.  For  four  years  I  have  been  waiting  for  you  to 
become  21  &  a  little  more,  so  we  could  get  closer  and 
closer  to  each  other,  without  any  words  needed.”  After 
Michael’s  death  he  wrote  to  the  boy’s  tutor  at  Oxford: 

“It  may  seem  strange  to  you  that  I  did  not  write  to  you 
long  ago,  but  what  happened  was  in  a  way  an  end  of  me, 
and  practically  anything  may  be  forgiven  me  now.  He 
had  been  the  one  great  thing  in  my  life  for  many  years, 
and  though  there  are  many  things  to  do,  they  are  very 
trivial.” 

There  can  be  little  doubt  that  James  Barrie  was  a 
boy  lover.  The  question  of  his  acting  out  physically  these 
feelings  is  besides  the  point  and  does  not  negate  or 
detract  from  the  emotion. 

Barrie  also  took  many  photos  of  the  boys  —  quite  a 
few  of  them  nude  —  and  these  are  reproduced  plentifully 
in  the  book.  They  have  a  charm  that  is  rarely  seen  in 
children’s  photos.  You  can  sense  a  relationship  between 
the  boys  and  the  photographer,  a  love,  trust  and  open¬ 
ness  that  is  missing  from  most  family  pictures.  If  he  were 
living  in  Boston  today,  he  could  be  sent  to  jail  for  as 
long  as  twenty  years  for  them  (Victorian  sensibility 
explains  only  so  much  in  our  society). 

There  is  also  good  reason  to  believe  that  several  of 
the  boys  had  homosexual  affairs  —  especially  Michael, 
who  drowned  with  a  boy  friend  described  as  his  constant 
companion,  and  whose  best  friend,  Roger  Senhouse  (the 
first  translator  of  Colette)  later  became  involved  with 
Lytton  Strachey.  J.M.  Barrie  &  The  Lost  Boys  is  best' 
when  it  describes  the  relationship  and  intimacy  that 
existed  between  the  brothers  and  their  guardian. 

Although  it  skirts  the  discussion  of  sexuality  that  would 
have  made  it  a  more  interesting  book,  it  rarely  tries  to 
moralize  or  deny.  Despite  the  New  York  Times,  it  is 
impossible  to  separate  sex  from  friendship  and  love 
(although  it  is  possible  to  repress  it,  which  is  an 
altogether  different  matter)  and  love  is  what  existed 
between  James  Barrie  and  the  boys. 

Perhaps  the  most  interesting  question  that  the  book 
raises  is  how  the  five  Llewelyn-Davies  boys  were  an  in¬ 
spiration  to  Barrie  in  the  writing  of  Peter  Pan.  How  he 
borrowed  from  them  is  clear,  not  only  ideas  and  dia¬ 
logue,  but  also  sheer  energy  to  continue.  However,  the 
question  of  what  that  meant  to  him,  as  a  writer  and  a 
person,  is  left  unexplored. 

Barrie  was  one  of  the  most  respected  writers  of  his 
day.  He  is  thought  of  today  mainly  as  a  children’s  writer 
(a  rather  patronizing  term)  and  known  more  for  the 
Broadway  musical  and  Disney  adaptation  of  Peter  Pan 
than  the  original  play  itself.  Readers  between  the  wars 
were  rejecting  what  they  saw  as  old  fashioned  in  favor  of 
the  hard  edged  cynicism  of  Evelyn  Waugh  and  the  very 
modern  psychological  complexities  of  Virginia  Woolf. 
Barrie  was  thrown  out  as  sentimental,  Victorian,  and 
dated,  when  in  actuality  his  work  is  made  of  much 
stronger,  tougher  and  harsher  than  people  imagined.  (It 
also  did  not  help  that  he  was  extravagantly  praised  in  his 
heyday  and  this  caused  something  of  a  backlash.)  With 
more  of  a  perspective,  I  think  that  Barrie’s  complexities 
and  attitudes  may  seem  more  modern  today  than  20  years 
ago. 

Critic  Leslie  Fiedler  has  pointed  out  that  adults  have 
often  relegated  works  of  literature  that  they  are  uncom¬ 
fortable  with  to  the  children’s  shelf  in  an  attempt  to 
somehow  defuse  them.  He  cites  Huckleberry  Finn,  Gulli¬ 
ver’s  Travels,  and  Moby  Dick,  saying  that  many  adults 


have  the  notion  that  they  are  “children’s  books”  and 
have  little  idea  of  what  is  in  them.  The  idea  that  chil¬ 
dren’s  literature  should  be  light,  carefree,  and  idyllicallv 
emptyheaded  is  a  fairly  recent  one,  a  response  to  the 
early  instructional  primers,  and  Goodie-Two  Shoes 
moralizing  of  the  late  Victorians.  James  Barrie  wrote  very 
little  for  children  —  of  his  15  novels  and  20  plays,  only 
the  Peter  Pan  play  and  two  novels  about  Peter  were 
really  written  for  children  —  and  these  are  quite  remark¬ 
able  especially  considering  their  time. 

Generally  thought  to  be  a  simple  play  about  the  joys 
of  childhood,  Peter  Pan  is  actually  a  complexly  con¬ 
structed  meditation  on  the  problems  and  realities  of 
growing  up  and  not  growing  up.  Unlike  the  pixie-like 
Mary  Martin,  Barrie’s  Peter  Pan  is  a  selfish,  somewhat 
cruel  boy/imp,  closer  to  his  amoral,  mischevious  Greek 
name  bearer  than  the  fragile  fairies  of  the  Victorian 
imagination.  Barrie  refers  to  Peter  several  times  in  the 
stage  directions  as  “heartless,”  and  he  is  quick  to  make 
demands  for  himself  without  thought  for  other  people. 

But  he  is  also  lonely  and  afraid  of  others;  Wendy  goes  to 
hug  him  in  the  first  act  and  he  recoils  saying  “No  one 
must  ever  touch  me.”  Barrie  adds,  in  a  stage  direction, 
that  [for  the  rest  of  the  play]  no  one  ever  does.  At  the 
play’s  end  Wendy  comes  again  to  Never  Land  for  spring 
cleaning  and  Peter  has  forgotten  all  their  adventures,  the 
lost  boys,  and  even  Tinkerbell;  Peter’s  eternal  youth  is 
only  for  himself.  Act  Three  ends  with  Peter,  in  a  tight 
situation,  stoically  saying,  “To  die  must  be  an  awfully 
big  adventure.”  As  Wendy  leaves  Never  Land  for  the  last 
time  at  the  play’s  end  she  tries  to  hug  Peter  again,  then 
withdraws.  Barrie  adds  in  a  stage  direction,  “It  has 
something  to  do  with  the  riddle  of  his  being.  If  he  could 
get  the  hand  of  things  his  cry  might  be  ‘To  live  would  be 
an  awfully  big  adventure!’,  but  he  can  never  quite  get  the 
hang  of  it,  and  so  no  one  is  as  gay  as  he.”  The  bliss  of 
childhood  is  inextricably  mixed  with  a  desire  for  death. 

Peter  Pan  is  ripe  for  all  sorts  of  Freudian  analysis. 
Both  Peter  and  Hook’s  band  of  pirates  want  Wendy  to 
be  their  mother.  Peter  must  kill  Hook  (actually  the 
crocodile  gets  to  eat  him  —  very  castration-anxiety),  the 
father,  in  order  to  have  Wendy.  The  boy  fairies  are 
mauve,  the  girls  white,  and  some  colors  don’t  know  what 
sex  they  are;  and  of  course,  there  is  the  transvestism  of  a 
woman  playing  the  part  of  Peter  himself.  Brigid  Brophy 
has  wittily  dissected  the  play  in  her  Fifty  Works  of 
English  Literature  We  Could  Do  Without,  and  sees  it  as 
the  literary  equivalent  to  Freud’s  scheme  in  the  Inter¬ 
pretation  of  Dreams.  Her  major  complaint  is  that  Barrie 
interrupts  the  suspension  of  disbelief  and  makes  the 
audience  morally  responsible  for  Tinkerbell’s  life  by 
having  them  applaud  if  they  believe  in  fairies.  All  these 
suggestions  aside,  Peter  Pan  is  revealing  about  how 
Barrie  viewed  childhood,  and  children.  The  boy  who 
would  not  grow  up  (some  London  papers  during  the  di¬ 
vorce  referred  to  him,  snidely,  as  “the  boy  who  couldn’t 
go  up”)  and  refused  to  be  a  man  was  banished  to  a  life 
of  loneliness.  Unfortunately  Barrie  wasn’t  as  heartless  as 
Peter  Pan  and  needed,  and  lost,  the  boys  whom  he 
loved. 

In  1920  Barrie’s  last  successful  play  was  produced  in 
London.  Mary  Rose  is  a  variation  on  the  Peter  Pan 
theme  with  an  ageless  mother  replacing  the  ageless  boy. 

If  Peter  Pan  has  solemn  streaks,  Mary  Rose  is  its  under¬ 
side;  it  is  eternal  youth  soured,  the  Never  Land  becomes 
a  hell.  One  of  Barrie’s  best  works,  it  remains  unknown  to 
most  readers,  despite  a  recent  London  stage  production 
and  a  frequently  voiced  desire  by  Alfred  Hitchcock  to 
film  it.  Told  in  a  complex  series  of  flashbacks,  the  play 
tells  the  story  of  Mary  Rose,  who  as  a  young  girl,  was 
“lost”  for  several  days  on  a  remote  Scottish  island.  She 
remembered  nothing  of  her  experience  and  seemed  per¬ 
fectly  normal,  though  somewhat  childish  when  found. 

She  returns  to  the  island  years  later  with  her  husband  and 
is  “lost”  again,  only  to  return  25  years  later,  the  same 
age.  Her  infant  son  has  now  grown  and  left  home,  her 
husband  is  an  old  man,  and  she  is  faced  with  an  empty 
life.  The  final  scene  is  a  confrontation  between  the  ghost 
of  Mary  Rose,  doomed  to  roam  the  house,  and  her  now 
grown  son,  whom  she  can  barely  remember  and  cannot 
forgive  for  having  left. 

The  themes  of  Peter  Pan  are  more  cleverly  drawn 
here;  childhood  is  a  state  of  awful  innocence,  death  lurks 
behind  all  growth,  and  nothing  can  be  avoided.  Both 
Peter  Pan  and  Mary  Rose  are  plays  filled  with  the  sad¬ 
ness  of  the  inevitable.  Mary  Rose  may  be  Barrie’s  most 
mature  work;  in  it,  he  is  consciously  able  to  draw  upon 
what  seems  to  be  unconscious  or  subliminal  in  his  other 
plays  and  novels.  The  playfulness  of  the  earlier  work  is 
missing,  just  as  the  youth  of  the  Llewelyn-Davies  boys 
gradually  was  replaced  by  death  and  adulthood;  if  Barrie 
could  not  remain  a  child  himself,  he  could  remain  one 
with  them.  Andrew  Birkin’s  book  is  a  good  record  of  his 
attempts  and  struggles  with  this  evitability. 

But  beneath  all  this  sadness  is  still  a  defiant  call:  “I 
won’t  grow  up”  says  Peter  Pan,  and  with  some  reason. 
Peter  does  not  want  to  grow  up  —  which  means  to  go  to 
school,  to  get  a  job,  to  go  to  war,  get  married,  have 
children  —  in  short,  to  be  a  man.  His  revolt  is,  in  part, 
against  the  institutionalized  heterosexuality  and  regimen¬ 
tation  of  the  world.  Psychiatrists  have  been  telling  gay 
people  for  years  that  their  sexuality  is  caused  by  a  refusal 
to  “grow  up”  and  become  adult,  to  achieve  a  “mature” 
sexuality  (i.e.  reproduce).  I  suspect  that,  on  some  level, 
this  was  also  Barrie’s  “problem”:  he  did  not  like  the 
world  he  saw  and  did  not  want  to  “grow  up”.  Perhaps, 
like  many,  many  homosexuals,  he  was  able  to  create  his 
own  world  in  his  writing,  in  his  ability  to  fantasize.  His 
easy  ability  to  be  with  children  and  his  natural  com¬ 
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munication  with  them  came  from  his  ability  to  let  them 
be  children  and  not  demand  that  they  grow  up,  or  place 
expectations  upon  them.  Unfortunately,  he  tried  to  live 
vicariously  through  them  and  negate  his  own  self  and 
feelings. 

Both  Peter  Pan  and  Mary  Rose  are  records  of  this 
inner  life  —  the  joy  and  the  pain.  When  Mary  Rose 
drifts  into  the  inner  world  of  the  island  she  hears  in¬ 
credibly  sweet,  beautiful  music.  Barrie  had  heard  music, 
but  knew,  at  that  stage  in  his  life,  that  there  was  pain 
connected  with  it  also.  Part  of  the  problem  was  that  he 
could  not  imagine  an  alternative  to  the  world  of  child¬ 
hood  and  the  given  adult  world.  He  had  to  make  a 
choice,  and  by  choosing  childhood  he  also  chose  its 
mother  fixations,  oedipal  conflicts,  and  childish  self 
concern. 

Gay  people  have  the  opportunity  to  create  their  own 
lives;  to  avoid  the  pressures  of  enforced  heterosexuality, 
to  strive  for  something  better.  We  must  find  ways  to 
grow,  without  “growing  up,”  to  mature,  and  not  become 
“adults.”  James  Barrie’s  problem  was  that  he  was  caught 
between  two  worlds  and  could  not  see  a  third.  His  love 
of  the  boys  was  deep  and  sincere,  but  it  could  not  rescue 
him  from  his  situation.  J.M.  Barrie  and  the  Lost  Boys  is 
a  love  story  with  a  sad  ending.  Sad,  because  Barrie  could 
hear  the  sweet  music,  but  could  not  find  out  where  it  was 
coming  from.  By  creating  our  own  lives,  we  know  the 
music  is  us. 


American  Poetry 

Continued  from  Page  3 

uneven”  and  “not  always  highly  discriminating”), 
because  surely,  along  with  the  political  fervor  Martin 
might  have  found  within  such  publications,  he  should 
also  have  discovered  the  “overstatement  and  vulgarity” 
that  he  has  found  in  Whitman.  Would  he  allow  that 
these  are  now,  too,  as  he  admits  they  were  for  Whitman, 
“probably  necessary  and  even  salutary”?  Because  of  the 
exclusivity  and  respectability  of  his  subject  choices  in  the 
final  section  of  this  book,  Martin  may  have  to  take  re¬ 
sponsibility  not  only  for  sounding  the  depths  of  a  literary 
stream,  but  for  having  had  a  hand  in  directing  its  flow. 

Jonathan  Katz,  in  the  introduction  to  his  monu¬ 
mental  Gay  American  History  states:  “This  book  is  signi¬ 
ficantly  not  a  product  of  academia;  it  does  not  play  it 
safe;  it  is  rough  at  the  edges,  radical  at  heart.”  For  good 
or  ill,  that  is  not  a  comment  one  can  imagine  Martin 
making  about  his  Homosexual  Tradition  in  American 
Poetry.  Certainly  it  is  a  book  the  literary  establishment 
will  have  to  take  seriously.  Thanks  to  Martin,  for  whom 
it  must  have  taken  considerable  courage  to  write  this 
book,  the  real  Whitman  is  within  it,  bearing  his  witness 
into  the  hearts  and  minds  of  teacher  and  student  alike 
that  the  only  alternative  to  making  heterosexual  war  —  in 
the  opinion  of  indisputably  America’s  greatest  poet  —  is 
making  homosexual  love.  That  is  as  radical  an  accom¬ 
plishment  as  we  have  a  right  to  expect  from  a  member  of 
the  academy! 

Howard’s  Whitman,  in  his  poem  about  the  young 
Whitman,  calls  Leaves  of  Grass  “an  essential  poem  —  it 
needed  making.  ...”  The  Homosexual  Tradition  in 
American  Poetry  “needed  making”  too  —  perhaps  now 
more  than  ever.  Whitman’s  “vision”  represents  a  revival 
of  alternatives  at  a  time  when  war-mongering  hetero¬ 
sexual  men  are  “trying  to  out-macho  each  other,”  as 
even  Time  magazine  claims.  Crane’s  interest  in  artistic 
“form”  is  appealing  at  a  time  when  “style  queens”  think 
they  are  making  their  lives  “aesthetic”  by  adorning  them¬ 
selves  with  the  appropriate  designer  scarf!  This  is  a  book 
everyone  can  profit  from.  But  beyond  that,  of  course,  it 
is  a  book  “essential”  to  the  history  of  “gay  liberation,” 
and  it  is  “essential”  too  to  the  history  of  American  Liter¬ 
ature,  which  everyone  will  now  finally  be  able  to  read. 
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and  Bloody  Marys. 
Well  bring  the  conversation. 
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Calendar 


weekly  events 


Sundays 

Boston,  MA  —  Gay  Recreational  Activities 
Committee  (GRAC).  Swimming  at  Llndemann 
Center  (Stanlford  St./Gov’t  Ctr.).  Men  and 
women.  2-4pm. 

Boston,  AM  —  Gay  Recreational  Activities 
Committee  (GRAC).  Roller  skating.  Hatch 
Shell,  Esplanade.  Men  and  women.  Call 
282-9161  for  Info. 

Boston,  AM  —  Chiitern  Men's  Basketball. 
Llndemann  Center  (Gov't  Ctr.).  Beginners 
3-4:30pm;  experienced  4:306pm.  Info: 
227-6167. 

Boston,  AM  —  Closet  Space  (WCAS,  AM  740). 
Join  Joe  Martin  and  guests  for  fascinating 
raps,  music  etc.  10am. 

New buryport,  MA  —  Newspace  Women's  Cof 
feehouse.  8-1 1pm.  YWCA,  13  Market  St. 

New  York,  NY  —  Lesbian  Feminist  Liberation. 
Women's  discussion.  Women's  Center,  243 
W.  20th  St.  691-5460.  3pm. 

New  York,  NY  —  Men's  rap.  For  gay  and  bisex¬ 
ual  men.  Identity  House,  544  6th  Ave. 
243-8181.  2:30pm. 

New  York,  NY  —  Rainbow  Society.  Deaf  gay 
meeting.  Manhattan  Community  Center,  75 
Morton  St.  2nd  Sunday  of  the  month.  2pm. 
755-1426. 

New  York,  NY  —  Dyke  Anarchists  meet.  339 
Lafayette  St,  7pm. 

New  York,  NY  —  Gay  People  In  Health  Care. 
Meeting.  Third  Sunday.  St.  Vincent's  Hospital, 
7th  Ave  and  12th  St,  Room  207,  7:30pm.  499- 
1453.  (Mon-Frl,  6-10pm). 

Concord,  NH  —  NH  Coalition  of  Lesbians  and 
Gay  Men.  1st  Sun.  of  the  month,  1-5pm.  State¬ 
wide  political  action  group.  Info:  224-7027. 


mondays 

Boston,  MA  —  Gay  Light  Support  Group  for 
high  school  and  college  age  women  who  are, 
or  are  considering  being,  lesbians.  Arlington 
St.  Church,  355  Boylston.  7-9pm.  Join  us  for 
raps,  projects  and  outings. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  LUNA  (Lesbians  United  for 
Non-nuclear  Action).  Women’s  Ed.  Ctr.,  46 
Pleasant.  354-8807.  7-10pm. 

coming  events 
jan  27  sun 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Folkdanc¬ 
ing.  Phillips  Brooks  House  In  the  northwest 
corner  of  Harvard  Yard.  12:30-3:30pm.  Begin¬ 
ners  are  very  welcome! 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Closet  Space  (WCAS 
AM-740).  John  Mltzel  discusses  the  anti-gay 
film  Cruising.  10am. 

29  tues 

Bedford,  MA  —  Social  organization  forming 
for  suburbs  northwest  of  Boston  (Bedford, 
Concord,  Lexington,  etc.)  For  details  call 
275-1336  between  10am  and  11pm. 

30  wed 

Fitchburg,  MA  —  Montachusetl  Gay  Alliance. 
Meeting  at  LUK  Center.  99  Day  St.  8pm.  New¬ 
comers  are  welcome! 

Notional  Public  Radlo/Horlzon s  —  "Gay 
Theater:  Forum  or  Ghetto?",  an  Interview  with 
drama  critic  Eric  Bentley  on  the  problems  and 
potential  of  gay  theater.  Contact  your  local 
NPR  station  tor  details. 

New  York,  NY  —  Drop-In  center  for  gay  young 
people.  Church  of  the  Good  Shepherd,  240  E. 
31st.  1-9pm.  424-3020. 

34  thurs 

New  York,  NY  —  Gay  Women's  Alternative. 
Sexual  harassment  of  women  on  the  job.  Dis¬ 
cussion  and  social  hour.  Unlversallst  Church, 
Central  Park  West  at  76th  St.  8pm.  $3  dona¬ 
tion.  532-8669. 


Brattlaboro,  VT  —  Southern  Vermont  Gay 
Men  meet  every  4th  Monday  at  the  Common 
Ground,  25  Elliot  St.  7:30pm. 

New  Brunswick,  NJ  —  'Gaybreak,'  from  Rut¬ 
gers  U.  (WRSU-FM,  88.7).  6:30pm.  News, 
music,  Interviews,  poetry. 

Morristown,  NJ  —  Gay  Activist  Alliance  In 
Morris  County  (GAAMC).  Meetings,  discus¬ 
sions,  socials.  Morristown  Unitarian,  Nor¬ 
mandy  Heights  Rd.  762-6217.  (NJ  Gay  Switch¬ 
board:  (609)921-2565. 

New  York,  NY  —  WBAI  (99.5FM)  The  Lesbian 
Show.  10pm.  279-0707. 

New  York,  NY  —  St.  Mark’s  Clinic.  General 
health  care  for  gay  men  Including  VD  ser¬ 
vices.  44  St.  Mark's  PI.  533-9500.  6-10pm.  Call 
after  5:30pm  for  appt. 

New  York,  NY  —  Lesbian  Feminist  Liberation. 
Meeting.  Women's  Center,  243  W  20th  St. 
691-5460.  7:30pm. 

New  York,  NY  —  Comlte  Homosexual  Latlno- 
americano.  Meeting  for  men  and  women.  8pm. 
339  Lafayette  St.  677-0237. 

New  York,  NY  —  NY  Gay  Community 
Marching  Band.  Rehearsal.  7-10pm  at 
Medusa's  Revenge,  10  Bleecker  St.  Info:  741- 
5800.  Musicians,  twirlers,  etc.  No  auditions. 
New  York,  NY  —  NYC  Gaymen's  chorus  re¬ 
hearsal.  7:30pm.  Church  of  the  Beloved  Dis¬ 
ciple,  348  W.  14th  St.  691-3414.  All  men 
welcome. 

tuesdays 

Boston,  MA  —  ClearSpace  rap  groups:  Living 
as  a  lesbian  woman,  Gay  Male  experience, 
Bisexual  groups,  Women's  Issues.  Second 
Tuesdays.  Arlington  St.  Church,  355  Boylston, 
8pm. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Bilitis. 
Organization  for  women.  Discussion  group. 
Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1131  Mass 
Ave.  8pm.  Call  661-3633  for  Info  on  all  DOB 
activities. 

Boston,  MA  —  Gay  Way  radio  program. 
(WBUR,  90.9FM)  Join  co-hosts  Ann  Maguire 
and  David  Socla  and  their  guests.  8:30pm. 
New  York,  NY  —  Alcoholics  Anonymous  for 
Gay  Men  and  Women.  Grade  Square  Hosp. 
420  E  76th  St.  473-6200.  7:30  and  8:30pm. 
New  York,  NY  —  Coalition  for  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Rights.  Meetings  on  alternate  Tuesdays. 
156  5th  Ave  Room  505.  924-2970. 

White  Plains,  NY  —  Westchester  Gay  Men's 
Assoc.  Weekly  rap  session  and  social.  8-1  pm. 
255  Grove  St.  Call  WGMA  Gay  Hotline  any 
evening  8-11pm:  (914)  428-4922. 


feb  i  fri 

Boston,  MA  —  Come  to  the  GCN  office  and 
help  send  the  paper  out  to  subscribers.  Any¬ 
time  after  6  for  a  few  hours  or  more.  We'll  be 
here  until  about  11.  (Maybe  later  If  fewer  peo- 

file  show  upt)  Women  and  men  welcome.  Re- 
reshments  and  good  times!  Come  and  meet 
some  nice  people.  22  Bromlleld  St.  (near  the 
Park  St.  station). 

Medtord,  MA  —  A  Women’s  Week:  Feb.  1-8. 
Sponsored  by  Tufts  Women's  Center  and 
Tufts  Hillel.  Programs  on  roles,  stereotypes, 
work  problems,  violence,  etc.  For  info  call  the 
Women's  Center,  628-5000  ext.  702or  734. 
Cambridge,  MA  —  AmTIkva,  Boston's  Jewish 
Group  for  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men,  TuB'Shavat, 
Festival  of  Trees.  Folk  dancing  after.  Bring 
fresh  fruit.  8pm.  312  Memorial  Dr.  at  Mass 
Ave. 

Boston,  MA  —  Program  on  the  status  of  the 
American  Family.  WBUR  (90.9  FM).  9:30pm. 

Greenville,  NH  —  "Nurturing  Men:  A  Weekend 
Gathering"  will  take  place  on  Feb.  1-3  at 
Another  Place,  Rt.  123.  Participants  will  look 
at  patterns  of  competition  and  new  ways  of 
becoming  closer  through  physical  activities 
and  discussions.  Sliding  scale  (scholarships 
available  for  third  world  men  In  financial 
need).  For  more  info  call  (617)  776-2217  (as 
soon  as  possible!). 

Boston,  MA  —  Chiitern  Mountain  Club.  Win¬ 
ter  Carnival  weekend  In  Quebec  City,  Canada. 
Call  Josh  at  726-8650  for  more  info. 

Boston,  MA  —  Chiitern  Mountain  Club.  White 
Mountains  snowshoeing  weekend.  Call  Roy  at 
864-5770  ext.  2577  for  more  Info. 


Philadelphia,  PA  —  Gay  and  Bi  Married  Men’s 
Group.  Gay  Community  Center,  326  Kater  St. 
8pm. 

Wednesdays 

Boston,  MA  —  OUT  HERE!  Evening  rap  group 
organized  by  and  for  lesbian  and  gay  youth 
14-21  years  old.  Arlington  St.  Church,  355 
Boylston,  7-9pm.  Join  us  to  meet  and  talk 
about  our  lives. 

Boston,  MA  —  Gay  Recreational  Activities 
Committee  (GRAC).  Volleyball.  Llndemann 
Center  (Stanlford  St./Gov't  Ctr.)  Men  and 
women.  8-10pm. 

Boston,  MA  —  Project  Place  Hotline,  drop-in 
counseling,  mobile  crisis  van,  need  volun¬ 
teers.  Training  provided,  6-7pm.  32  Rutland  St. 
Info:  262-3740. 

Cambrldga,  MA  —  Open  meetings  to  organize 
a  women's  political  party.  Cambridge 
Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  7pm.  All 
women  Invited.  For  Info  call  876-0704. 

Bellows  Falls,  VT  —  The  Coffee  House. 
Southern  Vermont  Lesbian's/Gay  Men’s  Coali¬ 
tion.  7-1 1pm  at  the  Andrews  Inn,  on  the 
Square.  Refreshments,  music,  poetry.  For  Info 
call  Kevin  387-GAYS. 

New  York,  NY—  WBAI  (99.5FM)  Gay  Rap. 
279-0707. 

New  York,  NY  —  Chelsea  Gay  Association. 
Meets  last  Wednesday  of  the  month.  Coffee¬ 
house.  Call  691-0057  for  Info. 

New  York,  NY  —  Gay  Teachers  Assoc,  mem¬ 
bers  meet  (1st  Wed.)  and  rap  group  (3rd  Wed.). 
Info:  255-5969  or  499-1060. 

New  Brunswick,  NJ  —  Rutgers  Gay  Alliance 
meets  at  the  Student  Center,  Room  413.  Free 
and  open  to  non-students.  8pm.  Speakers  and 
social  hour.  For  Info  call  (201)  932-7886. 
Maplewood,  NJ  —  Org.  for  Gay  Awareness. 
1st,  3rd,  &  5th  Weds.  8:30pm.  Call  (201) 
746-6196  for  Info. 

thursdays 

Boston,  MA  —  GCN  proofreading  and  layout 
(basically  cutting  and  pasting  with  a  little  beer 
and  pretzels  on  the  side).  No  experience 
necessary.  We'll  teach  you  all  you  need  to 
know!  Proofreading  begins  5-lsh  and  layout 
6-lsh.  22  Bromfleld  St.  (near  Park  St  and  Wash¬ 
ington  St  subway  stops),  2nd  floor.  426-4469. 
Cambridge,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Bilitis  Org¬ 
anization  for  women.  Discussions  and  social 
hour.  Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151 
Mass.  Ave.  8pm.  Call  661-3633  for  info  on  all 
DOB  activities. 


2  sat 

Boston,  MA  —  An  open  discussion  entitled 
“Lesbian  and  Gay  Men  —  Feelings  of  the 
Community”  will  be  presented  by  ClearSpace, 
at  7:30pm.  A  social  hour  will  follow.  Arlington 
St.  Church,  355  Boylston.  Call  Ann  323-0329  or 
Bruce  738-4122  lor  more  Info. 

Boston,  MA  —  Feminism  and  Disarmament 
Conference  follow-up  meeting.  Arlington  St. 
Church,  355  Boylston.  9am-4pm.  Write  B.  Zan- 
ottl,  80  Chestnut,  Cambridge  02139  for  de¬ 
tails. 

Greensboro,  NC  —  National  Antl-Klan  Net¬ 
work  national  demonstration.  Busses  will 
leave  Boston  for  Greensboro  on  Fri.  eve.  $30 
roundtrlp.  Call  445-3658  after  5pm  for  Info. 
Athol,  NY  —  A  Woman’s  Place.  Celebration  of 
Afro-American  heritage.  Come  for  the  week¬ 
end  and  share  your  experiences  with  other 
women.  Call  (518)  623-9970  for  Info. 

3  sun 

Durham,  NH  —  Candidates  for  President  will 
discuss  their  stand  on  lesbian  and  gay  rights 
during  a  public  forum  at  the  University  of  New 
Hampshire  Memorial  Union,  Carroll-Belknap 
Room.  2pm. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  "Word  Is  Out"  will  be 
shown  at  the  Black  Star  FREE  Film  Festival. 
Harvard  Science  Center  Lecture  Room  A. 
8om. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Folkdanc- 
Ing.  Phillips  Brooks  House  in  Harvard  Yard. 
1:30-4om.  Beginners  are  very  welcome! 
Cambridge,  MA  —  Closet  Space  (WCAS  AM 
740)  Amy  Hoffman  talks  to  women  from  a 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbians  with  children, 

Support  group.  8-IOprn.  Cambridge  Women's 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  354-8807. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  Liberation. 
7:30-8pm  munchies;  8-10pm  discussion.  Cam¬ 
bridge  Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St. 
354-8807 

Somerville,  MA  —  Lesbian  support  group  for 
younger  women  In  Somerville.  7:30pm  at  the 
Somerville  Women's  Center,  38  Union  Square 
(second  floor  over  laundromat).  For  Info  call 
623-9340. 

New  York,  NY  —  Gay  Activists  Alliance  regu¬ 
lar  meeting  at  339  Lafayette  St.  (near 
Houston).  8:30pm.  All  are  welcome! 

New  York,  NY  —  Salsa  Soul  Sisters  (Third 
world  gay  women).  Washington  Square 
Methodist  Church,  133  W  4th  St.  Luvenla. 
982-6280.  7:30pm. 

fridays 

Boston,  MA  —  Come  to  GCN  office,  22  Brom¬ 
fleld  (near  Park  St.  subway  slop),  2nd  floor, 
anytime  after  5  lor  as  Iona  or  as  short  as  you 
like  (until  about  11pm)  to  help  sand  the  paper 
out  to  subscribers.  (There  are  LOTS  ol  them 
and  we  do  need  helpl)  Refreshments  and 

?ood  times.  Men  and  women  welcome. 
26-4469. 

Boston,  MA  —  Musically  Speaking'  with 
Melanie  Berzon.  Women's  radio  program: 
Jazz,  R&B,  women's  music,  ideas,  events  In¬ 
formation.  1-4pm  on  WMBR  (88.1  FM)  Call 
494-8810  for  input. 

Boston,  MA  —  Chiitern  Men's  Swimming. 
6-7pm  over  40  only;  7-9pm  all  ages.  Lindemann 
Center  (near  Gov't  Ctr).  Info  227-6167. 
Cambridge,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Bilitis.  Over 
35  rap  group  at  Old  Cambridge  Baptist 
Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  8pm.  (4th  Friday  and 
2nd  Wednesday  of  each  month). 

New  Bedford,  MA  —  Support  Group  for  gay 
women  meets  at  Women's  Center,  15  Chest¬ 
nut  St.  7pm.  996-3341 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Frenz  and  Luvvers  potluck 
dinner  and  social  every  2nd  Friday  (Oct-May). 
8pm-m!dnight.  Info:  P.O.  Box  814,  Boston,  MA. 
02123. 

Saturdays 

Boston,  MA  —  Out  Here!  for  lesbians  and  gay 
youth  14-21  meets  from  noon  to  5pm  at  the 
Arlington  St.  Church,  355  Boylston.  Join  us 
for  outings,  raps  and  projects. 

New  York,  NY  —  Gay  Youth  rap  group.  26  9th 
Ave.  1pm.  242-1212. 


group  for  fat  lesbians  about  the  politics  of 
weight,  'looks’  and  health.  10am. 
Newburyport,  MA  —  New  Space  Women's 
Coffeehouse.  Earlita,  our  own  original  woman- 
oriented  music.  7:30-10pm.  13  Market  St.  Call 
744-4471  for  more  info. 

New  York,  NY  —  Gay  Atheists  League  of 
America  (GALA).  Report  on  upcoming  March 
on  Albany  (tentatively  scheduled  for  May  4). 
5pm.  Coalition  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights,  29 
W.  21st  St.  (2nd  floor). 

4  mon 

Providence,  Rl  —  Gay  Rollaway  at  Big  Top, 
1111  N.  Main  St.  $3  admission  includes 
skates.  Sponsored  by  Gay  Community  Ser¬ 
vices.  7-10pm.  For  more  Info  call  7286023. 

5  tues 

Boston,  MA  —  Mass  Gay  Political  Caucus 
meeting  of  the  education  committee.  Some¬ 
where,  295  Franklin.  7:15pm.  Newcomers  are 
encouraged  to  attend.  Call  242-3544  for  more 
Info  about  this  and  other  activities  of  the 
MGPC. 

6  wed 

8oston,  MA  —  Silk  Scarves  and  Hard  Leather, 
A  gay  male  poetry  reading  with  Waits  Bor- 
awski  and  visiting  Dutch-Amertcan  expatriate 
Jim  Holmes,  author  of  A  Gay  Stud's  Guide  to 
Amsterdam.  Glad  Day  Bookshop,  22  Brom- 
field  St.  (near  the  Park  St.  subway  stop).  8pm. 
FREE! 

Salem,  MA  —  A  Night  with  Karla  Jay  and  Allen 
Young.  Salem  State  College  Student  Union 
Bldg.  (A  &  B  Lounge)  7:30pm.  Call  7456968  for 
info. 


The  deadline  for  Calendar  Items  is  Tuesday  at  noon  for  the  following  issue. 


